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Expreſſed in thirty ſeuerall Tragicall 
Hiſtories, (digeſted into ſixe Bookes) which 
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TO THE RIGHT 


HONOVRABLE,(AND 
TRVLY WORTHY OF ALL 
Honour) W 1LL 1 a M Earle of Pembroke, 


Lo. Chamberlaine to Fu Mateſty , Knight of 
the thrice Noble Order of the Gartcr,and 
one of the Lords of His moſt Honon- 
rable Prixce Connell. 


RIGHT HONOVRABLE-: mw 

©@a Ay T is not your Dignicies, 
| pl Ks bur your Yertues; not your 
| 2d LL Greateſſe , but your Good« 
: = nſſe which firſt coniured 
my affection, then com- 
er <Amanded my reſglution:to 
direct theſe ( forraigne) Tragical{ Hiſtories, to 
'your Fonours ' protection: and Patronage; 
For whiles others ( fayling with the corrupt 
Tyde and Courent of the times) not ontly | 
LES adore the exteriour parts of men, | 

their Fortunes. I, for my part, both; honour 
A 2 and 
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| 
| 
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and reuerenee their interiour qualities 
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ornaments -Pietie, Fidelitie, 


ON- | 


a ſacred power in them to tnob 
both which tranſcendant Pharile: 
hand in hand cheerefully to WarchJar 
to ſympathize in your Hog \(-dithiv 
reſplendant luſtre of youg-aGnons,; En: 
is nod capeable to inſitate x bletwiff , Yor 
Detrattion of power tointroduceor inforce 
a diſparagemint )' was the 'ſolt"preyaylin 

motiueot this my Zeate and Ambition. Ang 


—_—— 


when I conſider that'the Moralicie, Ends 


and Punifhments of theſe foule and crying 


finaes of Murther., which my two former 
Sees | Bookes 


nn 
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news; ACT SS ii. —_—" 4 ad 


{Be Bookes'( df thisNature) Tens 
| | and: divulged, to:the world ;-haue nor | 


| Excellent, and-Sacred: Rows (as onely ayming 
[and preſernation ) rather hope then diſpaire, 

| God, the Great and Suprearne King of kings, 
| _ accepted and received of your FH. Again, 


The Elie Dinan. © 


beenc approoned 'buca pplauded bf out 

at Gods glorie,-and our owne — 
that This Third (whercin the uſt revenge of 
is.no lefſe apparant and conſpicuous;) will 


ainft Murther , hich” not onely 
ſeeks rj aa Humanitie, buttherein to 'mur-. 
ther Relhjoion, which is the Life -and«Soute 
thereof, It denounceth warre againſt Na- 
tere and Grace, againſt the Divine Ordinan- 
ces of Shave, and the Coattiue and penall 
Lawes of Earth, whereby-they arecltabli- 
ſhed and maintained ; as being the - Cym- 


ment and Sinewes., the Yeines and Arterits 
of Monarchies. and Commonweales as : alſo 
againſt the Maieſty of God, and che crovines' 
and digniries. of Soueraizne Kings and: Prin- 
ces, his | Royall -De -puties and! V ice gerents 
heere onearth , ſth thereby hee loferh foules | 
and thefe ſubicas , yea, ſo general} and lo 
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 m— 


{ prodigious a progreſl on ; doth this ſatler 
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fiane of premedicated and wil-full murther, 
make in the vniucrfall World , and with ſo 
bloodic a deluge & inundation, it not onely 


waſhes but ( as it were )drovnes the face of 


—_— 


C 


cauſe to (crie out, and iuſter reaſon to ex- 
claime,then did Quintws Catulus (fo many cen-; 
ruries of yeares ſince) 0 with whom , or Where: 
ſhall wee line in ſafety , fith in Warres wee kill 
thoſe who are armed, and in Peace, whoare con: 
armed , Yea, your Hb. who (with a happie 
conftancie , and conſtant happineſle ) is fin 
a profeſſed Champion for ( haritie againſt 
Enuie , and a Tutularie Proteor for Yertue 
againſt Vice, (whiles diuers great ones of the 
World, make it not onely their praCtiſe, but 
their glorie to performe the contrary) will, 
I hope, runne ouer theſe mournefull F1/tortes, 
(and the ſeuerall accidents they relate) with 
your eye of pittie, and ſpirit of compaſlsion ; 
and therein with a Religious ioy, and pious 
inſulcation, not onely admire the Prowdence, 
bur applaud, and magnifie the Iuſtice of God, 
in ſo timely cutting off theſe Monſters of 
Nature, and bloody butchers of Mankinde, 
with theſe their condigne puniſhments and 

deſerued 


the Chriſtian, that wee haue now farre truer | 


| 


| 
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deſerued deaths, In which Hope and Con- 
fidence, this Booke is no more mine,but your 
FHomours , and no leſle is hee, who colleed 
and penned it; and thar my Name may fu- 
_ oblige mee to make this preſentpro- 
miſe of my penne reall;, Whiles many others 
(in a vertuous emulation)contend to deſerue 
the Honour of your Farour, and ſtrive to pur- 
chaſe the felicitie of your Commands, 
none ſhall doe it, with more Inte- 
gretic and lefle Yanity, 


then 


Your Honours truely 
denoted 


FonnN REYNOLDS. 
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Hiſtory X 4 

De Salez killeth Vaumartin in « NF: La Hay cauſeth 
Michaelle :9 poy ” La Frange z De Salez.loxes La-Hay, 
aud becauſe his: fat ber. Argengier Will not- conſent that hee 
| marry ber, ifleth him —_ bed, and then taker bert0! his | 
* Wiſe; ſhe turnes Strum et, aud cuts bis throat ; as he is dy- 
wng,hee accuſeth hey of this bloody fatt and bimſelfe for muwr- 
thering his father Argentier 3 /o his dead. body 35s hang'd 
ro thi Gallowes , then — ; La Hay cnfellnh. this. nuns - 
ther, and lckewiſe that ſhee cauſed, Michaelle ce poyſen La 
Frange : ſhe hath her right hand cut off , and is then burnt 
aline *Michaclle; is brokgnon the Wheel, ani bis dead "OM 
throwen iro re Rewer, | 


Hiſtory x11," 4 Sow | 

Atbemare carſeth Pedroand Leonardoze murther Neel 
No, and kee after marrieth Clara , whom Barctang firſt 
"ſok < od to marry : Hee canſeth bis man \alerioto payſon 
Pcdro in priſon, and by aletter Which Leonardo ſent him, 


Clara perceives that htr hisband Albemare had hired 
and cauſed Pedro and Leonardo to murther her firſt lone 
Baretano ; Which letter ſhe rexeales ts the Judge ; fo he is 
hanged, and likewiſe Valerio and Leonardo F. theſe their 
bloody crimes, | 


S-& i 
THL 


Hiſtory 


The Contents. 


> FURO8Y ALL. *-,A>* 
Lz "Vaſſelay peyſonch her wayting mad Gratians, beeanſe 
ſhe #5 ieatows that her busband De Merſon us diſhoneſt with 

pep whereupon he lines from her : ?n page Whereof, ſee 
canſeth his man La Villete to murther himin a VV ood, 
ard then marries him in requitall, T he ſayd La Villete 4 
years after riding thorow the ſame V Vood his florſe fables 
with him, almoſt kills him ; When hee confeſſeth phe 
murt her of his maſter De Mcrſon, and accuſeth his 
La V aſſelay to be the cauſe thereof : So fortheſe theirtleady ; 
cremes, he is hanged cud fre burnt Alike. | 


\ - - Hiſtory XIV. 

[Tidetia 4 Jad Crxleſtina: cauſe Carpi and Monteleone,, with 
- their tWo Laquayes ; Lorenzonnd Anſelitio ,-to muirther 
© thei" Father Captiine Betievenite, which they perfarme. | 
- 'Mofiteleone and 'his-Laquay Abſclmo are drewted. Fi- | 
detiz hangs her ſetfe', Lorenzo' is hanged for a robery, and 
02 the 'G alowes confeſſerh the murthering of Benevehite, 
Carpithath his right hard, then bis head. cit off”; Cztcltina 

bs bel led and her botly brunt. | 


Hiſtory 'X 
Maurice like «bloody villaine,and Levin ſonne, throwes his 
Mother Chriſtina snto a V/Yell, and droxores her : the ſame 
hand and arme of hig WhtrewitÞ br id it , rots away from 
bis' body”; ati brig diſerarcd of his Wit in Priſon , hee 
there confeſſer this fokle Lever humane murther , furii 
Which hens Un Va | 
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FIAXT. 


THE 
TRIVMPHS: OF 
GODS REVENGE A- 


s gainſt the crying and execrable 
| Sinne of Murther. 


P Hiſtory XI. 

De Salez kifleth Vauraartin in « Duel, La Hay cauſerh 
Michaelle to poyſon La Frange , De Salez /ones La 
Hay ,and becauſe his father Argentier will not conſenr 

| that h:emarry her , flifleth him in his beda, and then 

takes her to his wife; ſhee turues Strumpet, and cuts his 
throat ; as heeis dying, hee accuſeth her of this bloody 
fait, and bimſelfe Lfor merthering his father Argen- 
tier : ſo his dtad body is hang'd to the gallowes, then 

- burnt, La Hay confeſſeth this murther, and likewiſe 

that fhee cauſed Michaclle topoyſon La Frange : ſhee 

hath her right hand cut off, and is then burnt ale ; 

Michaclle 7s broken on the wheele, and his dead body 

throwen into the Riuer, | 


FI Lthough our peruerſe Nature, and re- 

ARE) bcllious thoughts may for awhile make 
TAAYLY vs cſteem Enuy tobe no Yice,and Mur- 
/ \Þ thera Yertae , yet if wee will creQtthe 
z eyes of our Faith, and ſo looke from 


- 
« on 
———.o—_—_—_ F* 
: 


GEESE 


| ourſelucs to our ſoules, from Earth to Heauen, and 
B from 


ww 
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from Sathan to God; we ſhall then aſſureely find that! 
hating our Chriſtian © , wce hate Chriſt who 
made vs Brothers : and murthering him, that we ma- 
liciouſly and preſumptuouſly attempt to recrucific 
Chrif, by whom we muſt, witheut whom we cannot 
be Caued.. But if we will turne Atheiſts, and belecue | 
there is a Heauen,but no God; or Neuils, 8& ſay there | 
isa God, but uo Eeauen, then that vncharitable T exext | 
of Enuy may be held lawfull, and this bloody poſiri- | 
on of Murther, praQtiſed, becauſe priuiledged, Uie | 
not. Wherefore let ys who are Chri#ians, reſend this 

deuilliſh doQrine, and doctrine of Deuils, tg Hell, 
from whence it firſt came, and to the deuill himſelfe 
who firſt breachedand invented it : fith wee cannot 
profeſſe it, without making our ſclues CH gents, nor 
perpetrate it, without becomming his very limbs ard 
members, in regard they will infallibly prooue the 
wofull forerunners of our miſery, and the wretched 
Heraulds of our perdition :.as the-bloody Atfors of 
this enſuing mournefull #i#ory will make good, and 
inſtance to vs in themſclues when the ſeuerc Iudge- 
ments,and puniſhments of God befell them ſo ſudden- 
ly, as it was too late for them either to reuoke, or be. 
waile the enormitic of theſe their foule and infernall 
CILIMES,s 


"R=- (as well for greatnes 2s ſtate, the third ci- 
, 4 tic & Court of Parliament of Fraxce) is the place 
wherin we ſhal vaderſtand, there was lately commit- 
ted & perpetrated,a #regical Hiory,which hath ma- | . 
ny moutnfull and bloody dependances;the which to 
branch forth, and depaint in theirnaked colours , we 
muſt vnderſtand, that therein lincd a — | 
r 


_ CO I" 
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_ | that famous Cowrr ( being a rich Gentlemen well de- 
| fcended)tearmed Monſieur de Argentier , whoſe wife 
being deceaſed,left him farher oncly to one hopeful] 
ſonne;of the age of two and twentie yeares, tearmed 
Monſieur de Sales, who being wholly addicted ro the 
Warres (from which martiall Profeſſion it was im- 
ſible for his old father to diuert and withdraw 
im) he procured him an Exſignes place vnder cAlon- 
fieny de Roguelanre, whom he ſerued inthe Adviaticke 
Sea,vnder the Noble and Generous Yenetians,who then 
ſtood rather icalous, thenfearefull of the power and 
grcatneſſe of Spaine; but the Chymera of that warre 
(after theterme of three or foure yeares) being vani- 
ſhed and blowen away, and conſequently betwixt 
thoſe two mighty Fſtates,a new Peace contrafted and 
concluded, (alrhough the old had not been aQtually 
broken and delacerated) home rceturnes Monſieur de 
Roquelaue, for Gaſcogny , and with him De Sales for 
Languedoc and T ho/ouſe , where he is recciued of his 
father with much content and ioy, not that hee was 
contented to ſee his ſonne profeſſe theſe Milirarie 
courſes (which onely aftords the ſmoake of Honour, 
andnot the ſolidity of profit ) but rather that hee ex- 
 ceedingly reioyced to {ce him returne therfromz and 
from whence,if hecannort hope that his requeſts will 
ſolely divert him, yet he is refolued and aflured rhat 
his Commands both will and ſhall To which end, 
(as any humour is ſooneſt ſubicQ to be expelled and 
defaced by its contrary) ſo the old ellsr, having | 
as much 1udgement and Prowidence in his head, as his. 
ſonne hath Y anity in his thoughts, and Fzſbnes in his 
reſolutions, doth both re uſt, and command him to 
leaue the War for Peace, Armes for Loue, the Camp 
| | B 3 for 
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for the Citie,and his Captaine fora Wife, and ſono 
longer to march and fight vnder the Banners of Mars 
deg hben ynder the Stahdarts of Yewws and Hy- | 
meneus;to which cffeRyhe p him the choyce of 
. | many rich and faire yong Gen: lewomenof the Coun- 
trey to his wife; bur eſpecially (and with farre more 
earneſtnes thenany other)to an gxceeding rich match 
inthe Citie, which was a yong Gentlewoman tearmed 
] £4 Frange, being the onely child of Monficur de Clug- 
#y, one of the moſt famous and richeſt Preſidents of 
that Coxrt, young of years, as being but ſixtcene,or 
ſcuenteene, but withall deformed both in fauour and 
[ body, for ſhe was of 2 browne and ſowre complexi- | 

on,andnotonely a Dwartfe in ſtature, bur alſo excee- 
dingly crooke-back's, and yet beyond meaſure very [ 
amorous,ynd deſirous of a Husband : onely the en- 
.dowments of her minde moſt richly recompenced, 
and made ſatisfaQtion for the defets of her body : 
for ſhe had an aRtiue and nimble wit, a ſweet and ſu- 
gred tongue,a rich Aemory,and a powerfull and hap- 
| py Indgement, and was indeed an excellent Dauncer, 
and Singer ; and withall a moſt perfeR and exquiſite 
Mufician :- Bur as yet De Salez warlike and gencrous 
reſolution could not bee ſo ſoone made flexible,to| 
embrace the motion of a wife, and ſo he returnes his 
deniallinftead of his confent : bur his wiſe old father 
Azzentier , being therefore the mere curious of his 
ſonne De Szle7 his proſperity and welfare, becauſe he 
apparantly ſaw he no way regarded, but eucry way 
neglected it himſelfe; (his fonnes exorbitant reſoluri- 
on notwithſtanding ) although hee knew that Afads. 
, m0yſelle La Frange had many noble Suitors,who ſought 
her 1m mariaget yet relying vpon his ancient acquain- 
tance 


— 


- 


then diſtaſt : for if there were any diſparitie in the 


| 
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| alfo that thardavghter of his,and thighis Sonne were 
of both partics their onely children. He raking time | 


Hiſt,XI. © DeSalez and La Hay. 
tance and familiaritic with the Preſident de Clugny, as 


at aduanrage , breakcs. with him abougthis match : 
whereunto De Clugny hearkens rather. with delight 


dignitic of their Offices,he well knowes, that 4rgen- 


thoughts, which-impugned or impoſed it, it was one- 
ly becauſe De Sale was a Souldier, and not a Lawyer, 
and conſequently delighted ro vic his ſword before 
his Pen,and to weare and preferre a Scatlet cloke be. 
fore a Blacke. But then againe, theſe repugnant and 
auerſe reaſons were as ſoone buried,as-borne,and de- 
faced. as. conceiued and ingrauen in him; when hee 
conſidered that he him(elfe 1n his adolefcency was of 
the ſame humour and inclination , and theretore that 
Experience had made him a Preſident to himſelte,that 
Time was both the reformer and refinerof manners, 
and that (inall well borne and well bred ſpirits) the 
Precepts of a father, and the ſweet conuerſation and 
counſell.of a wife, had power to metamorphoſethe 
conditions of a young husband ; whereuponthe old 
- mas _ ge n_ conſult hereon, and ſo being 
ull ecd-on all cor.ditions, they likewife a t 
a Ros mecting for their children, burtheefſedh 
and iflue of this their entcruiew, will not coreſpond 
and anſwer theirdefires. 


med and crook-backt , was no way agiceable butdil- 
leaſing to De Salez, but he being a tal, and neattim- 
red Gentleman,of a faire and feminine complexion, 


La Frange (as we hauc formerly ſayd) bcing defor- | 


D—_ 


tiers blood and wealth did ar leaſt cquallize ,, if not}. 
exceed his; or if hee conceitcd any ſcruple in his| 


EE —_ 


. 
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ſhe inſtantly moſt tenderly aftced, and dearly loved 
him. In a word, I muſt requeſt the curiotitic of the 
' | Readerbriefly to be informed and aduertiſed, that as 
ſhee beheld him with the eyes of Loxeand Deſire, ſo 
did he her withthoſe of contempt and diſdaine, thee | 
| building caſtles of content in the aireof her thoughts 
and hopes,that Heaven would make him her husband; 
and hee rafing both hcr and her memory our of rhar 
' {of his contemplations, vowing that Earth ſhould ne- 
ner tnake her his wife, Thus though the Parents haue 
already ſhut vp the Contra, yer their children ſhall 
. neuer liue to celebrate theNouprials,for we ſhal ſee di- 
uerfity of 7ragicall accidents whichare prouiding,and 
almoſt ready to oppoſe and impugne it. Parents think 
to be the cauſes, but God willſtill bee the Autbour of 
Mariages : forif his ſacred and divine Aatey make 
them not firſt in Heaney, they ſhall neuer ſce them ſo- 
lemnized nor conſummated on Earch. 
And heere, to make an orderly progreſſion in this 
| Hifory, the Reader muſt likewiſe vnderſtand, that of 
| all other of Zs Frenges Suitors,none ſoughther with 
ſo much importunity and impaticncy, as the Baron of 
| V aumartin, (whoſe chiefeſt houſe and lands lay be- 
 {twixt CAigue-morres and Narbone ) a Nobleman of 
ſome thirtie yearcs old, who(like many others of his 
| ſtampe and ranke ) had ſpentthe greateſt part of his 
| "| youth and meanes in Parzs, in laciuiouſly debauſhing 
S and reuelling with the Pariſian Ladics and Dames: ſo 
that the vanutie of his pleaſures and expenſes making 
his lands fly away picce-meale,and the deuaſting and 
| fall of histrees and woods, making the reſt of his 
| Mannors ſhake, (an example and preſident for all o- 
ther debauſhed Gallanrs to obſcruc and beware of) he 


' leaucs 


En 


 ] Hiftory, we muſt likewiſe vnderftand, that this Barow 


— 


CC 


| with repentancezand ſo(to repayre his errours,and to 


J uer pay forthe obſceane pleaſures, and vitious prodi- 


Hiſt. XI, De Sal} and La Hay. 
leaucs Paris with curſcs , and his bitter-1weer linnes 


redeeme his loſt time, and decayed Eſtate ) he comes 
home to Langnedec, wherc hearing in T holouſe of the 
Preſident de Clugny's great wealth,which he mult ſole- 
ly leaue to his onely childe and daughter Le Franze, 
who was now miarriageable, he reſolues to ſer all his 
other buſineſle and defignes apart, and fo to lay ſiege 


rotake the berter direction , and obſeruation of this 


of Y aumartin was of aſwart complexion,a dwarte of 
ſtature, and cuery way as crook-backr as Ls Frange, 


reſemblance would the ſooner induce and draw her 
to affeft him : but his Arichmatique., or rather his 
Iudgement will decciue him : for it is conformitic of 
Humors and Inclinations,and not of faces and bodics, 
which breedes and inflames a ſmpathy inaffeRions. 
Bur he is reſolute in his reſearch,and ſo better _—_—_ 
the fathers wealth,then the daughters Beantie, he we 


thy of his birth,and her merits)firſt ſeckes the daugh- 
ter of her father, then her ſelfe of herſclfe. As 7 
the old Preſident de Clugny, hee hath heard of hisde- 
bauſhed pranks and ryors in Paris,& therefore vowes 
that his wealth gotten with wiſedome,and purchaſed 
with prouideence,ſtudy and care in his Age, ſhall ne- 


galitics of his Touth : and ſo with many verball com- 


and ſceke her of her father & ſelfe in marriage, Now| 


which the more flattered him in bis hopes,and cgged| 
\.. 1himon in his purſute, hoping indeed (though with as 
]much Yanitie as Tgnorarce ) that this their corporall]: 


affiſted and followed(with a traine and equipage wor-|- 


plements(reſoluing that he ſhall nevertriumphin the 


conqueſt 


_— 


[ ' | ” Gods Renenge againſt Murther, Booke ITT, | 


———c  . 


conqueſt of his daughter)he in genera'l tearmes puts 
. [himof, As for La Frange her ſelfe,the ſweetneſle of 
4 De Salez, complexion,and perionage, is ſo deeply im- 
. printed in her heart,and thoughts,thar ir is impolty- 
tor Y aumartin to find any admittance or entrance;for 
ſhee ſpeaks of none but de SalrF,, thinks of none but 
of de Salez,, nor wiſheth her ſclfe with any but with 
de Salez., Againe, ſhe wonders at Yaumariins fimpli- 
citie,in — her for his wife : for if ſhehate defor- 
mitie in her felfe , how is ireither likely or poſlible, 
[that ſheecanloue it in her husband ? Nogno, though 
de Sales, will not loue La Frange , yet La Frange muſt 
and will loue de Selez,and none but him; and therfore 
fich de Sales his ſweete feature is a pearle inher eye, 
necds muſt Y «umertin be an eye-ſore to her, yea, and: 
! if medeſty will permit mee to ſpeake or write an im- 
" [modeſt truth, her heart doth ſo burne and flame in | 
loue to de Salez,, that both day and night, ſhee many 
| times with fighes, ſometimes with teares, wiſheth her 
ſelfe eyther impayled in his armes, or he encloyſtred} 
| in hers. Now by this time Ya«martin hath full notice 
and adyertiſemenr of her affeRtion deuoted tonone 
bur to de Slez,as alſo of his ſleighting and diſdaining 
her: Whereupon encouraged bythis,and diſhartened 
by thar, he leaues no coſt,care,or curioſttie (eyther in 
gifts, dauncing, mnſicke, or bankers vnatrempted) to 
crowne his wants, rather then his deſires and plea- 
ſures, wirh this though deformed, yetrich heire Ls 
Frange : ſo leauing him to his vaine ſute incourting | 
her, ſpeake we @ little'of de Salez,thatfith he willnor 
affeft La Franze, yee may yet obſerue and diſcover, 
which way he intends to ſhape the courſe of his affe- 
Rions and rcſ{oluripns. . 


Por] 


OT OS, ts r ww 


. | theſe our times and depraued manners)not 


, | vaine,and this bs ioy will ſoone bee exchanged into 


1 dwelt a Marchant of Silkes(or as we in England ſay, 


| and ſtyled by their ritles,not by 


- For albeit he mah ed ae and 


inſenſibly creepes into common Souldiers and 
manders, buralſo intoall Armies, and intw _—_ 
_ and kingdems,ſtill tothe dif cnt oftheir 
ory, 2nd ſometime totheprice of their ruine, and 
| peril of their ſubucrfion)he ro let his Colours 
od to frequent the company of Ladies,which 


duſtie , and his Pike and Partizanruſtic by the 


ping chat in the end, hee ſhall draw him to affcR and 
marry £4 Frange: but theſe hopes of his will proouc 


forrow, and metamorphoſed into affliction and miſe. 
ry : for that his ſouve ispartly reſolued to marry, tis 
rrue,but as true it is, that he is fully reſolued never to 
loue,muchlefſe romarry La Frange. 

Now wee muſt vnderſtand \thatinT belouſethere 


a Silk-man)tearmed AHonfienr de Soulenge,rather re- 
putcd rich of others, then knowen ſo of himſelfe;and 
yetbeing an old Widdower, tothe end the ſoonerto 
thimanew wife, hee puts a godd face on his c- 


rt pompe and expences,hauing no ſonnegbut three 
ayre daughters,all marriageable; and arr oe of = 
bition & in emulation of the Gentr hw 


damoyſelles de Marſy,La pre Verte, and LeHe,, Hay, all af 


reſolutions to be a profeſſed , yet Peace __ 
bar home now to Pleeſure,and that roof | 
(a and dangerous vite, which(in why TH 


the old Counſellor his father obſfcrucs with ioy , ho-{ 


—_ 


c,and maintaines himſelfe,family,and houſe,with 


mous for their beautics, and indeed for the pureneſle 
C 


—_ ———— 


__and | 
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[and excellency:thereof iuſtly tcpored and heldthe 
. prime Birds of thetitic, and yer the y of them 
Dy nrnkcerr har) _ ot ſhee was] 
ſo ſw ayrc;and. '{weet of complexion,as | 
ſheedrew all edodigungobodere: Oas it was; 
almoſt i leforany man to-fooke on her with- | 
out louing'her;: oxro r her, withour defiring. 
her, for her body was ſoſtraight and ſlender;and the 
roſes of her cheekes ſo deliciouſly gracing the lillies, 


and thelilkes the > nn Gallant 7-1 
ther of the Cirie or. Ct , held himfclfe nor only 
happy,but honoured with the feliciry of herpreſence 
and company: 'But in one word, ro give theſe three 
ſiſters theirtrue charaftess,de Marſy,and ls Pre-werte,. 
were far more vertuous then La #ay, though Za Hay 
were farre fayrer then they.: for as Religion and my | 
wastheir chiefcſt delight-and exerciſe, as more d 

rous to embelliſh their ſoules then their bodies ; ſ6- 
wanton pleaſore and vaine laciuioufnefle was hers, as 
rather delightingto pleaſe and adorne her body then: 
-her ſoule, they being more vertyous then fayre,ſhee 
more fayre thenvertuous, different inclinarions and: 
| reſolutions, theſe as happy and bleſſed,as hers wret- 
ched and impious ; their ations might haue been a. 
Prefident , yea a Pilotto haue conducted her fame as 
- þwell tothe Temple of Hover,as to the harbour of im- 
| moRall glory, andof glorious immortality : but ſhe 
yvowes ſhe wil prouea prefidet to her ſelf,& her plea- 
ſure ſhalbe a Pilot to her will, al h ſhe miſle the 


Temple of Honour , to findoutthatof beaſtly concu- 
piſcenee, and the harbor of immorralſ ptory,ro ſuffer 
ſhipwrack vpon the ſhelues of inglorious infamy,and 


therocks of infamous perdition. 


To. | 


——_ 


Hiſt. XI, -; " De-alon.and Le Hoy, | | i 11: 
i} |, Torhis Ma houle.the beauties of | 


= DE of Le Hay, 


ble affubiliric, en- 


"| of nears = = f! 
the Your Fraunce more t any other O 
the world ; are moſt licenciouſly Hed; 
{ things are 'beſt diſcerned abd difti 
| contraries, to the vertues of De Marſy, per La —_ 
| verte were made more-apparant by La Hayes vices; 
and her luſt and whoredomes was more palpably no-' 
rorious in their chaſtirie. O that ſo ſweer acreature: 
| ſhould be ſubicR to fo foulea lin;and har Bcauty the) 
bel gant as Imay ſay the gold) of Natere,ſhould: 
ified & polluted with the beaſtly HR 
of carnall concupiſcence,, and obſceane ſenſuality ! 
for, Ay me, wrige itwith as much griefe ro my ſelfe, 
[ 25 ſhawe toherſhe wes too prodigall ofher tavours! 


| bat a als money: wot vm fome for loue; 
-notcaring to whom ſhee. 
| kao rele yur filled her purſe, thereby 


.exceſſe'and 


toſu 7 ang ainraine 


oy 


b Nie darfenons vromheceiabanechy ind+ 
ep ood hey: bad if this laſciuious ſob 
tiltic of hezs haue; power! ro: blear=the eyes of the 
inbrF womg combicher rg = 


LT — 
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be vnſecne of God, when the windowes walles , and 
beames ofher chamber, yea, her yery bed whereon 
| ſhe hath ated her whoredomes, ſhall one day giue in 
Enidence, and ſcrue SUIEIINAN herzyca, and 
be petitioners on eatth,that God will requite and re- 
ward ther with Fewgeaxce and confuſion oo JHeg: 
Ucn. 

Now, among the reſt of thoſe deboſhed Genrle- 
wer, who deuoted their laciuious ſervice, and facri- 
ficed their fond affeRtions-to'Zs Hays beautie ; in 
comes our De COT himſefe one: who fea: 
ſting and ſurfeiring his eyes, on the delicacies of her | 
freſh and ſweer complexion; leaues his owne fathers 
houſe,to frequent hers, yea his defires areſo luſtfully 
inflam'd with her beaurie, as with his beſt art and po- 
licie, he lies cloſe fiege to her chaſtitic; and with ma- 
ny giſts,requeſts and oathes, ſeekes to endeere her to [ 
his defiresand pleaſure : Burſce the ſubriltic of this | 
laciuious young Conreiſan, for knowing de Salez, 
dcepely in-loue with her , and to bee the onely child 
of his father, and he one. of the richeſt Councellors 
of T hbolexſe; ſhe conceiues a plot in her head,to goe a 
fiſhing ro make him her busband ; and ſobearcs her 
ſelfe wonderfull modeſt and coye , caftinga cloake 
and vaile of chaſtitic ore her vachaſtdefires and i- 
ons, as if ſhe were now a virgin, 'yeaaSeirrto him, 
, [though heretofore ſhe had many times played the 
Srrampet with others : but her deniall doth rather im-! 
flame, then quench the fire of his Juſt, ſoasmakirg 
many aſlauks, to raze downe the defences of her re- | 
fuſzll, that he may enter and rake poſſcfion of het 
heart and fauour-: his beſt Art and Orarory proouves 
vaine;for ſhe outwardly retires her az 4 


a— — — 
— 
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ſes : ſothis repulſe of hers makes him hang his head, 
and become penfiue and melancholie ; the erve ſienes 
df mptomes of a fooliſhand fantaſtical] lover as 
we Fee ſhall ſhortly ſee de $4{e7 will proovehim- 


= —- 


hotter is he in luſt with her ; forgetting the warres, 
his diſcretion , himſelfe. and all tro crowne his 
( defires in inioyi her : the which ſhe well obſerving 


him already faircly come tothe hooke, and ſo hopes 
that if the line of his folly and her good forrancand 
wit hold,ſhe will ſoone make him her husband ; and 


| many knaucs in others , ſhe now begins ro reſt confi- 


to ſerue as a vayle to overuayle her whoredomes : 
He pleads hard to herfor loue,She replies it isimpoſ- 

fiblero find Joueinluft, he vowes he will dicher ſer- 

vant, ſhe ſweares ſhe will never live his t: He 


im plainely that ſhe had rather livea poore wife, 
then die a rich Convreſaw ; Hee replies that he adores- 
her beautic, She anſweres, that ſhe knowes no other, 


A | And here with more facilitie to make him ſwallow, 
either a Gull, a Gudgin, or both ; ſhe by ſtealth per- 
.mirs himto cull ſome kifles, af well fromthe cherries 
ofher lippes, as theroſes of her cheeks + and ip _ 
Interim like an hypocriticalland defembling _ 

reads him'many lures on the purenefle of:C afture, 
Jandrhefouleneffe of Zuf, on the F blefledneſſe of Ma- 


J C C | phane 


in her good fortune, as thinking! 


| denteither to find. or make a foole of him ; thereby 


but that/heonely ſeekes to prophane and defile it: 


the better, inwardly to advance and finiſh her popo- ' 


| 


elſe : : forthe coulder ſhe is in affection co hiny, the | 


her ſelfe his wife : For baving formerly meriwith | 


hthar ſhe ſhall ſhare of his eſtate; -She tells || 


riage,and the wretcheaeftare of Forpication': Pro- | 


© oo Nome ww *» a > - wv» ww 


Jorw ws 


| Pertves as het beautic to the Skies: vowing that ſhoe| 
is ſo faire a Nywph,and ſo purea Firgine, as ſhede-| 
| ſerues ratherto be his wife, then his Strumper; or ra- 


” —— A. A. te 


ing noo —_ ſpeeches are- — 
med as Etna regs, and yer her ations ſtincke, ar pk 

and infected with Yice : deſembling Syreen, 
who caſts foonth bitter ſweet inchanting runcsand 


charms to pleaſe che ſence, and yet purpoſely ropoy=- 


ſan the ſoule, pilles of worme-wood candid in ſugar, 
honny tothe pallare, but galltothe ſtomacke : A fa- 
tall rocke whereon many inconfiderate and deboſhed 


wnke) 


Gentlemen haue vnfortunarely ſuffered ſhip. 


all varictic of en 


recempenle ofthe finnes 


incothis intricate Laborinth and bortomleſſe 


Gallams, ET ſteering his co 

horny eos 

yea! pom ſa a = theſa les! 

as Y)with all the ſay —_—_— 
at war $5 EIN 


lying in the Aire! of Ls Hayes farall- and infectious 


\aSin her abſcence _ he extolls afwell her 


but his wife: : And ſo ewo mo- 
ce he firſt frequented her, and 


CIR 


a nn th or EINER 


a wreeehed Guiph and Leborimb which con- | 


efſe miſeries and calamiries, | 
whereunto whoſocuer enters with pleaſure, is ſure to | 


nas Whores, comfy ghdrepentncs A'plague| 
eahanoi 8 TW mg, gap pid ar | 
folly of our youth. And | 


ofmiſcric and calamitie, is our raſh and luftfull yong | 
os 


beautiezwhich hath ſo ſolcly ſurpriſcd his iudgement, | 
capriuated his thoug vag/pe! Soo Arg 


- ———— So - AO WY TT 
, 


ors pram lecture defies, playing and ao} 


ſough ro oklg obtaine __ his laciuious de- | 


fires, 


—_— 


Hiſt. XL: | Do Sal7, and be Huy, © | 


fires, and ſccing (deſemblingqueane as ſhe is): rar 
therein-ſhe borc her ſelfe infinitely chaſt and mode 

'and that it was impoſſible for him to obſcrucierre- 
marke any other inclination or teftimonie; either in- 
het wordor catriage,his wits arc ſo beſorted: atid ini 
rangled in the fetrers ofher beautic, that he preſtrres 
| her ſweerfeature and complexion, a thouland'tinies/ 
before Ls Franges deformed:; and vowes that tic had 
rather die Za Hayes {lauc, rhen ecuer live tobe Zx 
Franges husband*: Bur this folly of his intheentiſhall 


more vardtorall, and as Lynay iuſtly fay,,damiiable:;' 
Bur we fhiuſt proceed orderly in this Hiſtory; and ep 
therefore 9 he that parrtill anon, 


heart, ſo-as ſhe now hopesconfidently, and fhotrly tb 
play her priſe in fiepriting bim, for he i | 


loue ofher ſelfe a1d beautie: ſoon a Sunday as thee: 


ted her felfe m4 tich new Gowneand Petticote; and 
ried and adorned her ſelfein her gaycſt @ moſt 
curiouvgattire, thereby with morecaſe and facilirie 20: 
draw hintto her-lure : So as her beaurie being both 
ſeconded, arid'graced by her apparell, ſhe ſo rauiſhed. 
his heart, and delighred his fenccs, as he: cannot re» 


will ivthe end proue poyſon to hisheart: And heere: 
againe tic layes cloſe fiege to her chaſtitie , but ſti 


coſt himdearr,, and fo lead himro anvthety;farit| 


4. 4. 
' By thisrimd the lic ſubriltic,and ſeemiingeliaſt be 
bauiour of £8 Fay; bath ated wondets in ooo] | 


 amorous beſoteed; and as I may ſay,drubke withthe 
returned from #efpres, he repaires ta. her fathers | 


 houſer@ ſee her, who he finds in her chambetilone, | - 
 waitingand attending him : hauing purpoſty digh- | 


fraine from kiffing her , burthis hony of herlippes; | 


ſhe giues him the repulle and refufall, asit ſhe werea 
| F 


—_ maT = __ 


 Diama, 


—_ 


— 
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Diana, and no Yenus- He yowes he doth affeR, and 
{willever honour her z And ſhe,thir if he honovr her, 
will Nill afe&t him : Inthe the way of LZooe,quorh 
be, Iam wholly yours; and quoth ſhe, in that Honour 
I wil nor be mine owne but yours : I will quoth hee 
in all affection both liuc and die your ſcruant; and re» 
{plies ſhe, In all chaſtity , I will live co dic your hand- 
maid : He affirmes, he cannor be more hers in heart, 
thetrheisz nor Iquoth ſhe, lefſe yours in luſt, rhen I, 
am: Ic is quorth he my Love which makes me re | 
ſo much ; _—_—_— ſhe it is my Feare which makes 
affirmeno lefſe : Why, quoth he,ſhould my loue 


{procure your Feere, My fearc,quoth ſhe,is wholly in- 
| and deriued from youy oP ea not 

1 our Lowe - I pra © el uoth he; ſhe 
7 Coomay , berta ; 


replies, my bluſhes may , y torgue dares not ; 
| Quorh he, tid your affeQion kannties : La Hay 
would of De Salcz,, and norrefuſe him ,” Nay 
{quorh ſhe, did De Fale{ know how infinite mine ex- 
ceeds his, he would not refuſe Ls Hay, bur accept of |, 
her : Why quoth he, de Sale7 defires none bur Le 
Hay, Nor quoth ſhe, La Hay any inthe world but &e 
Sale7 ; Whereupon de SaleF being prouoked with his 
| owne luſt,and animatedand encouraged by her ſwect 
qaneand he very loyhglyCyer falſly)farrering him- 
with the conqueſt of her fauour and conſent, 
hars the doore,and like a moſt laciuious and diſolure 
Gentleman, takes her in hisarmes, and ſtriues to con- 
uey her to the bed, refoluing there to inrich himlelfe | 
{with more then kiſſes, yea, to reape the fruit of his 
beaſtly pleaſures and o..ſccane and brutiſh defires , 
but his hopes ſhall deceive him: For although Ls Hay 
be a Courtiſan in heart, yet ſhe will not be ſoin 
| rongue, 


— ——— 


| 


{Hit.Xt. 
. | rongue.eſpecially now , where to get her ſelfe a rich 
busband er] 


' | ration and ſhipwracke ofher Honour , ſhe with avio- 


| rable reſolution of hers, ifit had proceeded from a 
| chaſt and fanRificd heart, but alas, nothing lefle , for 
| ſhe ſpeakes it our of ſubtiltie, not out of Yerrse , out 


| hauing wholly loſt his iudgement in the'ſweet and 


De Sale aud La Hay. 


it behooues her to play her priſein Chaſtity, | 
as the ere as veruousgsfair,andexchaſt 1 Gs 

y ; Wherefore extlayming , orming at this his 
laciuious attempt = þ enterpriſe, leuelled ar rhe deflo-| 


lentpower, and an enraged violence, vnskrewes her 
ſelfe forth. his armes, and with a world of hypocriti- 
call fighes and teares, flies to his Ponyard, which he 
hadthrowneon the table, and vnſheathing it; vowes 
that the willbe aſecond Lecretie, and that if ſhe can- 
not kill himbeforche haue defiled and defloured her, 
yer that ſhe will aſfuredly murther her-ſelfe after; be- 
caufe ſhe is fully reſolued, that her chaſtitic ſhall out- 


liuc her,not ſhe herchaſtitic ; A religious and Honew-! 


of Policie, no way out of Pietie : de Sale? by this time 


 roſcat garden of her delicious complenian ; owes. 
that he is now as deepely in loue with her chaſtiry, as] - 
formerly with her "ney. Whenſecking toap # 
her Chellor, and to pacific her Indignation, asalſs to 

glue truce tohis owne thoughts, and content fo his 
deſires ; he ſweares heis ſo farre from intending her 
any diſhonaur;as he is reſolued to doe her all theho- 
nour of the world : Yea o farre, as if ſhe pleaſe, he is 
ready to accept her for his wite,proteſting, that ot all 
the maydens of the world , he is deſirous to be huſ- 
band to none but her ſelfe, and that the fault ſhall be } 
hers, if he make nothis words deeds. Z4 Hay having| 


her thoughts tickled with delight, to heare the plea- 
D fant 
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fantmelody of theſe his ſugred ſpeeches, doth there- | 
at preſently bury her ſighes, and dnievp herteares : 
when throwing away the ponyard,and making him a 
moſt reſpeAtfull courtfie,and gratefull reuerence,ſhee 
with extended armes runnes to him, and hangs about 
his necke, vowing that ſhe loves no man inthe world 
bur himſelfe;and in conſenting to be her husband, ſhe 
wil till death yeeld,not only ro be his faithfull wife in 
attending his pleaſures, but his obſeruant handmaid, 
to receiue and obey his commaunds : and ſo they in- 
terchangeably greet each otherwith thanks & kiſſes. 
Bur yer ſhee knowing tht his father Argentier was 
both rich and eminent, and her owne poore and of a 
farre inferiour ranke, ſhce is ſo politike and ſubtill in 
the managing of this her affeRion, as ſhe is reſolued 
to make ſure worke,and to doe nothing by halfes : ſo | 
as knowing that words are but wind, and what de S#- 
lez promiſeth her now, he may either forger or deny 
ro morrow,ſhe intends to catchat opportunities fore. 
locke,and ſo with a ſweet and ingenious infinuation, 
drawes him togiue hera Diamond Ring in token of 
marriage , and ſhe in exchange returnes him a ſmall 
Id bracelet , which ſhee wore ypon her arme yext | 
er heart. And yetagaine conſidering,that his father | 
| would very difficultly(or neuer)be drawen to conſent 
tothis match , ſhe can giue notrue content to her de- 
fires,nor fatisfaRion to her feare, before ſhee haue v- 
nited and linked him to her, in a more ſtricter and fir- 
mer bond of aſſurance; when not onely feaſting , but 
as it were ſurfetting him with varictie of kiſſes, ſhce 
berhinks her ſelfe of a policy,as worthy of her wit for | 
— as of his folly for performing : for dire- 
| 


Ring him her ſpoech (which ſhce accompanied with | 


many 


—_— 
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many amorous, et difſembling ſmiles) ſhe told him 


ſhe would futurcly exceed him in conſtancy,and now 
outbrauc him in affeA10n; when taking pen and paper, 


ſhe writes him a faire promiſe, and firme aſſurance of 


her ſelfe vnto him (in the manner of a Contra) and 
to make it the more powerfull and authenticall, ſub- 
ſcribes her name and figne to it,and betwixt ſighs and 
bluſhing,ſhe delivers it him;no way doubting,bur ra- 
ther aſſuring her ſelfe,that he would requitc her with 
the like curteſie and obligation, as indeed the euent 


.anſwereth her deſires and wiſhes: For de Sale7 ha- 


uing now no power left him to ſee by his owne eyes, 
I meane,by thoſe of his iudgement, but only by theſe 
of his intemperat paſſion, and paſſionat affeQion, he 
is ſo far from deſcrying (much lefle from ſuſpeQing) 


| her policy,as very ſimply and ſottiſhly he attributes it 


to the feruency of her affetion, the which he inter- 

rets and entertzines,I know not whether with more 
toy , or deleRation; and ſo vowing not todycher 
debror for Cearteſie, he very raſhly,and inconfiderat- 
ly writes another to the ſame effeR,and flyes ſo farre 
fom wit or diſcretion, as to ſhew himſclfe her ſupe- 
riour in affeRion, as well as in ſex, he purpolely cuts 
his finger, and ſo firmes his name thereunto with his 
owne blood, and then with a million of kiſſes deliuers 
it her, vowing thather pleaſure ſhall be his law in the 
accompliſhing rherof : enly he prayes her for a time 
to be ſecret and ſilent heercein, for that he feares he 


ſhall hardly draw his Father ro conſent hereunto,the 
1 which ſhe very courteoufly graunts him : and ſohe| 
triymphing in her beauty, and ſhe in his wealth, he in 
her youth,and ſhe in his ſimplicity,they for that time | 
- part, not doubting bur Un ſhall ſhortly reape the 
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fruits 
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| fruits of their matrimoniall deſires and wiſhes;for till 
then,ſhe ſwearcs (though with an equiuocatinggeſer- 
| uation to forfiweare her ſelfe) ſhewill live a moſt pure 
and vnſpotted Virgin,and that as the leaft of hcraf- 
fetion and courtelic towards him, ſhall be ſmiles, fo 
the moſt ſhall be kiffes, 

Butthis (affeRionor rather folly)of De Sale7, in 
contrating himſclfe ro Za Hay, is not ſo ſecretly 
borne, bur as her former vnchaſtitie was a generall ar- 
| gument of talke to the whole citie of Tholoufe : fo 
now this of herſubrilty and good fortune, is thar of 
its vniuerſall pratling and admiration, occaſioned and 
redoubled by the oppeſite conſiderations of CArgev- 
tiers knowen wealth, and de Soxlerges ſuppoſed po- 
uerty; andagaine of 4eSale7 ſuppoſed chaſtity, and 
.of dela Hayes notorioutly knowen whoredoms. And 
as Fame is ſtill ſotatling a goddeſſe, that events and 
accidents of this nature can hardly be concealed,and 
difficultic ſuppreſſed and ſmoothered: ſoby this time 
contrary to the expeRtations and hopes of our two 
 youngLouers,the old Councellor Argemicy hath no- 
tice of this ynlooked-for newes,and of this vnwiſhed | 
for familiaritic _—_ his fonne, andthat trum 
La Hay, when confrdcring the great 0 tion be- 
| wines Elugny's Nobilitic and arr arg Soulan- 
ges meane extraction and poucrtie,; asalſo by a true 
and vncontrolcable Antithiſes , comparing the foule 
andenormiousvicesof Ls Hay with the ſweet and re- 
ſplendant vertues of Za Frange; he (as much diſday- 
ning that match, as deſiring this for his ſorne, very 
haſtily ſends fer him into the Arbor, where purpoſe- | 
ly attending him, he with lightning in his lookes, and 
thunder in his ſpeeches, laycs before him the ſimpli- 
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Hitt. 
city. and the ſortifhneſſe of his reſolution , in prefer- 
ring Ls Hay before La Frange,aſtrumpet before avir. 
gin,and a Pedlers brat,before a rich gentl«wans only 


.De Saltz and Li Hay. | 


| 


daughter and heyre, ſhewes him the infamy of the 
firſt, and the glory of the laſt march; there his vna- 


voydable miſery, here his afſured happineſſe; inthe 


firſt his vtter ruine and fhipwracke, and inthelaſt, his 


'| infallible proſperity and felicity : and ſo intermixin 


threats with reares,with a Soma paternall affect; 
on, he endeauorethto perſwade him to leaue Le Hay, 
and to marry £4 Frange', or.if not, hee vowes and 
ſweares wholly to difigherithim , and from thence. 
forth never repure oreſteeme him for his ſonne, But 
de Salt7 his foolith vanity,and vaine affeRion in him. 
felfe towards his new contracted Louc Za Hay,is {© 


adviſe and counſell, he is ſtill reſolute arid conſtant to 
preferre La Hay before Za Fraxge, the beauty of the 
one, before thedcformity of the other, his owne con- 
tent before his fathers, and Sowlanges eſtate and byrth 
before the great-wealth and noble extraftion of De 
Clugny.- burthis raſhnes,indiſcrerion, and ingratitude 
of ws wo coſt him _ , , n 
| Now if £4rpemtier hane perfect intelligence an 
curious notice Skis ſonns Gillis rity with! hat faire 
yet lewd Courttzan Za Hay, no lefle hath /a Frenge, 
who poore ſoule is ſo deeply enamoured of de Salez, 
as the very firſt newes 8 conceyt,thar another ſhould 
enioy him,and not her ſclfe,, for very griefe and ſor- 
row. ſhee ſeemes to drowne her ſelfe inthe deluge of 
hertearcs, His father is chollerick therat,ſhe mourn- 
full;he incen{ed;ſhe afflited, he inraged.,and ſhe per- 


| great,and conſequently his filiall obedience to his fa- | 
ther ſo ſmall, as notwithſtanding this his wholeſome | 


, 


D 3 plexed 


Godr Revenge againit Murther, Booke ITT. | 


plexed and rormented ; his paſſions.& anget proceeds 
from ſuſpirion, that he ſhall ſo ſoone find a davghter 
in lawin 4x Hay; her fighes and teares from feare,that 
ſhe ſhall ſo ſoone looſe her Loue,though not her Lo- 
uer, his ſonne de Salez. Againe, the argument of his 
choller, is ls Hayes vnchaſtitic and pouertic, and the 
cauſe of her diſconſolation, de Sale7 his wealth and 
verrues : likewiſe the ſees that Argentier hath norea- | . 
ſonto hope, thathis ſonne will marry her ſelfe, ſuch 
is her deformitic; and againe, that he hath all the rea- 
ſons of the world, as well to doubr, as feare.that hee 
will wed /x Hay,ſuch is her beauty : Burt fith de Salcy | 
will beareno more reſpeR to his father, nor affetion 
ro ls Frenge, leaue we therfore his father CArgentiers 
ons, and {x Franges perplcxitics, to bec appealed 
and qualified by Time,or rather by God, the Authour 
and giucr of Time , whoout of his all-ſecing proui- 
[dence and ſacred pleaſure, onely knowes in Heauen, 
bow bcſtto diſpoſe and manage the ations of earth, 
and ſo come wee to other vacxpected occurrents and 
euents , which like ſo many entericing, and inter- 
ing poynts, are contained within the circumfc= 
rence of this Hifory. | 
I haue ſolong inſiſted onthe affeRions of de Salez 
and {x Hay, as but to the iudicious and temperat Rea- 
derit would ſceme to appeare, that the Bars» of Yau- 
martin hath wholly forgotten to remember his to his 
Lady Ls Fraxge: But to put thatdoubt our of queſti- 
on,and this queſtion out of doubt, we ſhal ſee him re- 
rurne too too foone,to at a part not ſoreligious and 
| honourable, as bloody, vpon the Theatre of this Hz. 
ftory : For by this rime both his creditors 8& his debts 
are growen ſo clamerous,and his reputation & _ 
Seth 


Hiſt. XI, "De Sale} and La Hay, 
ſo neere forfeited ,'for want of dilingaging, as ro ſe- 
cure the one,and prouide for the other, he knowes ao 
other inuention nor meanes , but togaine Ls Frange 
to bis wife: when,as it were, prouoked and precipi-! 
tated on by the neceflity of this exigent,his thoughrs 
leane heauen to fly to hell, and conſequent! fy from 
God to Sathan, to conſult how cither by the 
the mayne hee may obraine her, yea,though with the 
perill and hazard of his owne life, to cut off theirs, 
who ſceke therein to preuent his defires and ; 
 Inwhich helliſh ratiocynation, he as deuoyd of Kkeas- 
: jos , asthat is exempt cither of Grace or Peerie, thus 
[reaſoneth with himſelfe : De Clagny hates me, for 

ſeeking to marry his daughter, and that time may re- 
medy for me ; but which is worſt of all,ſhee loues Dz 
Sales, and feekes and defires ro marry him,and this I 
muſt remedy mtime, if I euer to obtaine of 
enioy her; and ſoreſolues to make _— but is 
as yet irreſolute how to perpetrate, and in what man- 
ner to finiſhſoexccrable a bufineſſe, Bur this is not 
onely the yoyce of his malice, but theſentence of his 
reueng*,that De Salez muſtdie: wretched Y awmartin, 
ynworthy to beare the name of a man, much leffe of 
2 Baren,bur caſt of all of a Chrifian, in thatbecauſe 
De Salez hates La Frange, & ſh: loues him, thar ther- 
fore thou wilt not loue but hate him , or becauſe ſhee 
loucs him, and not thy ſelfe, that therefore thou wilt 
kill him,that ſhe may loue thee. See, ſee, raſh and in- 
conſiderate Nobleman, how treacheroufly the Deuill 
hath hood-wink'd, yea inueigled thy iudgment,& be- 


ſay,a Gentleman who hath nor offended thee, but is c- 


bye, or| 


ſotted thy ſenſes, ro kill onethat loues thee, to kill T} 


uery way thy friend,no way thine enemy : or if thou 
| , thinke 
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thinke it wiſdome, that couctouſnefſe muſt redeeme | 

thy former prodigality, alas, a/as,canſt thou yer. be ſo 
cruell.tochinke it eyther lawtull oc religious, thar fu- 
ture murther d cither occaſion or authorizeit : 
But the Deuill hath ſo farre preuayled with his irapi.. 
ous reſolutions,that againe he reſolues, De S.lez muſt 
dye: and yct thou thinkeſt poyſon as vnworthy of 
him,as he is worthy of thy ſword ; ſo had thy laff re. 
ſolution been anſwerable to thy firſt, aſſure thy (elfe 
thou hadſt made thy ſelfe morchappy,and nor ſo mi- 


_ : for as po os wy. MN the 
euill,and is pace none but his agents ; {o this 
yntof honour to fight Duels, was 


ues, Was 
neucr inſti by God ,aor profeſſed bythoſe who 
really profeſſc his Goſpel: yea, ir is not onelytruly co 
diſhonour Ged, in ſeckingal{ly to prflerue our owne 
Honewr and reputation, bix-wee afluredly ſtab at the 
Maieſtie of the Creator , in ſecking to deface man his 
ure;andto vie but a word.as it is repugnant both 
4twreand Grace, ſo though it begin inthe hear 
A Eben ny iy 

t ſtill in true and miſery, 

Bur — Pxnicrea faith being ſatreng with Sarkas, 


to 
of 
in 


| and ſo weake with his Saviour, he will not take a law 


from Relizionto giue to his Enxy, but rather takes one 
from his Zx«y to giueto his Religion;and ſo very pro- 
phanely and raſhly by his Lackey Ls Roſe , ſends De 
S4l} this Challenge : | 


| bi thes ſecke the cauſe of my malice, thou mayeft find it 
n the Lady La Franges effettion to thee, and hatred to 
my ſclfe : awe hold it not ſtrange , that I new com- 
nd my pen to invite thee and thy ſword to mecte mee 18 

: 070 
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Hiſt. XI. De Saletand La Hay. b 
moerrow on harſe-backe without Seconds , *twixt fine and 
foxein the morning, behind the Tacobins garden. Louc 
and Valour thou , are newer capable of much ex- 
poitulation, as deſirous rather to be tryed in attion, they 
ſeene in words, Conld that ſweete Lady, (who will not bee 
mine,becauſe thou art hers) haue affetted me more,or thee 
l:fſe, wee monght haue prooued as true friends, as now our 
reputations coninre v5 ejther 10 line or dye, Honourable 
Enemies. | 


VAYMARTIN, 


De Sale; hauing receiued and read this Challenge 
doth = litile wonder at the Baron of F anmeriins 


ſtrange and reſolution,in ſending it him, eſpe- 
cially ,firhMe knowes thar the motiues and grounds 
of his malice were fo vninſt and frivolous : ſo,how 


to anſwere him,as yet he knowes not ; for as his Ge- 
neroſitie one way invites him to fight, ſo his diſcreti- 
onanother way perſwades him from it : But confide- 
ring the poore efteeme he makes cither of the Lady 
La Frange,or her affeRion, thinking it folly ro fight 
wirhour cauſe, and to hazard his life without reaſon, 
hee calls for pen and paper, and as a wiſe, yet valiant 
Gentleman, by his owne Lackey, returnes the Baron 
of Y aumartin this anſwer : ; 


I Hae ſcene maxy.C hallenges, but nowe of the Nature 
of thine now ſent mee : for to write thee the trath, the 
grounds and foundations thereof are vniuſt, falſe,or both: 


far bring but the eyes of thy Tndgment,and nat (4 it paſe 
thou 


Wi & I 


ſion, to bee ludge and Y mpier betwixt vs, an alt 


both ſee and finde , that 1 not onely diſclaime the Lady La | 


Franges «ffettjon, but her ſelfe; ſith 1 appertaine to ano- 
. h el 
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| that my Sword is as willing to bring thee deedes , as thy 


| reaſon to thoſe, who will nor reliſh, nor receine any 


| T2 Anſwer gines mee na ſatisfattion, th 1 know that 


»0 Lady of the world thy wife but La Frange, ſo a5 I caxn- 
| | wot ri 64 define whether * proceeding with me be more 


| ſubtil or malicions, or to what end thou ſhouldeſt —_— 


© Gods Renenge againſt Muriker, Pooke 11, 


ther, and ſhee ſhall never $omee. 1 hecre focw thee my loue 
through this true Proſpetiive of my heart which if 1 will 
not ſatisfie thy malice, then know that my weake V alonr is 
weither capable ner deſirons of further expoſiulation, then 


Pen was 10 ſend mee words. : for either ſingle, or with Se-| 
cond either on foot or horſeback, 1 will ſlill beready togiue 
= their 
ownt : andin this reſoluticnof mine, 1 know 1 ſhaft either 
lize with Reputation,or dye with Honour, | 
| - DE SALEZ, 
| 
F aumartin having receiucd and peruſed this letter 
of refuſall from De Sglez, hee out of the heat of his 
paſſion, and height of his folly, reputes irratherto 
cowardiſe,then diſcretion in him ; and ſo his courage 
and reuenge the more inſulting. and inflam'dthereart, 
hee bending his browes(as it Contempt and Enny fate 
wreath'd in the furrowes therof) very ſpcedily againe 
returnes him his Lackey,with this raſh anſwer : 


10 deny thy affection to the Lady la Frangegs 10 demy 
| the light of the Sunne in his brighte# and hotteft Meri- 
dian ; weither are the grounds or foundations of my 
' Challenge eyther vmuF or falſe, as thow in thy falſe Pro. 
ſpettine endeanoureſt to make mee ſee or beleene : ſor bei 
renorant who is thy Miſttis, 1 know then refolueft 10 make 


the one, or practiſe rhe other towards me, vnleſſe out of 4 
premeditated reſolution and purpoſe, thereby to make thy 


<—— Jy 


glory 


| 
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| onſþ icveus in my ſhame * 
Wher fore fith thy friendſhip is falſe tome , 1 muſt, nay 1 
will ſee if thy valour will proowe tree tothy ſelſe, and whe. 
ther the effetts of thySword be as great in ſubHance,as the 
va#ity of thy Pen depaywts thers,in ſh:wand ofentation - 
So my Challenge & fill my Reſdlution , and the perfor. 
| ance thereof muſt bee thine , except thou reſolue to live 
| with as much Infamy, as the concluſion of :hy Letter pro- 
miſeth thou art ready to dye with reputation and Ho- 
nour, VAVMARTIN, 


glory the more apparent and c 


| 


E DeSalt7 having receiued and runne over this Let- 
ſolute ro fight, thinks that he ſhould degenerat from 
' himſelfe,his Blood,and Profcflion,if he did not now 
accept and anſwere this his Challenge : whetefore 


in his care, Tell thy Maſter, that if 7 line,1 will not fayle 
to breake faſt with him timely in the morning according 10 
| his expettation, Thus we ſee theſe tyo inconſiderate 
Gentlemen agreed, their match concluded, & nothi 

but the night to hinder them from fighting.as if their 


neuer taught them how to 
Grace,thcirfoulcs. 

So the Morne peeping forth through the windows 
of Heaven, as ſoone as the Somme with his gliſtering 
beames begarrto ſalute the woods and mountaines, 
our tio reſolute Champrons brauely mounted with 
cach his Chirargeon,arc in the field at the aſigndRen- 
deuous, and firlt comes Y aumartin, and then immedi- 
ately De Sale7, whe their Chirergeons performing the 


dutieand office of Seconds, being fame hundred pa- 
Jon 8 2: 


preſerue their Imes, nor 


ter,and ſeeing that Y auwmartin was ſtill wilfull and re- 


calling for Y a#marytins Lackey , he rounds him thus | 


| 


glory conſiſted'in their ſhame, and as if Nature had | 
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| ces diſtant, they give rres to their Steeds, and ſo 
drawing their Tanks Fwifely part, like two flaſhes of 
Uightning each towardsother, At their firſt meeting, 
e: Sale7 giues Yaumartin the firſt hurt in the right 
houlder, and hee. de Sale another in requitall, inthe 
right fide of theneck: whe being bothgood Caualiers, 
(& well neere as cqual in yeres as courages)they turne 
ſhorr,and then fallto it.againe with brauery and reſo- 
- lution, when againe Y aumartin runs de Sales through 
1 his lefrarme of a deepe and wide wound, and heone- 
ly fleightly cuts his ſhirt vpon his ribbes , giuing him 
onely a raze or {carre, but as yet both free from any 
danger of death;ſo they mutually conſent te breath: 
bur their ambitions and courages of both fides,are ſo 
cxaſperated and inflamed, as although they are all 
bloody,yet this will nor ſuffice : ſo they fall co it a- 
| gain,and inrhts cloſe de SaleF his horſe ſtumbles with 
him; whereat Y a#meriin(though a dwarte in ſtature, 
yetnotin Valourand Policy)taking the aduantage of 
this accident, gigs him firſt a licke ore hispate,, and 
then ure x5 tthe = ribbes: nn de Sale ra y- 
ni is horſe, prooucd fauourable to him; for 
Cm V aumartins ſword met and glaunced _ 
a rib, without doing him any, farther hurr, De Salez 
ſeeing the redoubling of his wounds, beginnes to re- | 
double his courage, and diſdaining thus to bee out- 
braued and beaten by a Pygmey, he lyes home at Y aw- 
martin, and at their very nextcloſe, runnes him tho- 
row the body,of a deepe and mortall wound, alittle 
abouc his nauell : whercar his ſword preſently falles 
out of his hand tothe ground, and hee immediately 
likewiſe from his horſe ſtarke dead, without having 
the grace or happineſle, cither to call on, or.to 1 
od. 


Hiſt. XI, . DeSalez and Ls Hay. - | 


| God. O what pitic,whart miſery is it, thata Chrifian 
ſhould dye like a beaſt, having neither power to pray, 
nor felicitic to repent. Thus we fee the Challenger 
kill'd, and he whowould haue murthered a ſtranger, 
murthered himſelfe by a ſtranger : a Leſſon to teac 
others to beware,by the Tragzeat and mournfullend 
of this raſh Nobleman. De Salez ſeeing Yauma#tin 
dead,praiſeth God for his victory , and fo leauing his 
breathleſſe corps to his ſorrowtull Ch:ra7gion, he gal- 
lops away tothenext Village, where hee cauſerh his 
wounds to bee dreſſed, and from thence prouides for 
his ſafetie. 

' All T holeuſe rings and reſounds of this diſſaſterous 
and T regicallaccident : De Clugny is glad, that De 
Salez hath eſcaped death,yet ſorrowfull that Yanmar- 


nitcly reioyceth, and triumpheth thereat, flatteri 
her [ife( chough with this falſe hope) that he affet 
her farre more dearer then he made ſhew of, or elſe 
that he would neuer haue fought with 7 aumartin for 
her ſake, nor haue kill'd him but for his owne. And 
thus, though humanitie made her grieue for Y aumar- 
tins death , yet that griefe of hers was as {| 


hand of De Sak7, whom ſhee reſpeRed ard affeted 
| more dearer then all the Genti\emen of the wortd. 
Nowas for his father Argentier, the life of his fonne 
likewiſe wiped off the remembrance of Y aumartins 
death, and yet itgrieued him inwardly, thac hee to 
whome hee gaue life, ſhould giuc death to another : 
and farre the more, inthat this vntortunate accident 


tin is kill'd, in reſpe& hee feares hee vtidertooke this |. 
quarrell for his daughter Ze Frenges fake : who hea- | + 
| ring that De Sale{ wounds are no way mortall; infi- |! 


conuerted into ioy,when ſhe ſaw he received itbythe | 


— 
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muſt now enforce him to beg pardon from thargraue 
Court of Parliament, forthis murther perpetrated b 
his ſonne , ſith he had formerly ſo often pleaded for 
iuſtice againſt orhers, for the like crime and offence; 
But all theſe ioyes of Argentier , De Clagny, and his 
{ daughter Le Frange, are nothing to thoſe of Ls Hay 
forthe life and victory of her deare De Sale7 - leaping 
as it were formeere content and pleaſure , that ſhee 
ſhould ſhortly ſee, and ney die for her husband, 
andchat Ged hath both reſerued , and preſerued him 
- crowae her withthe {weetneſſe of this defired fe- 
citiC. | 
Thus while Zs Frange and Le Hay triumph and 
I” the returne of De Salez,, fo CArgentier 
ikely, and De C/agny priuatcly , imploy there 
1 chiefeſt power, friends and authoritie, to procure his 
pardan firſt fromthe King,then fromthe Parliament, 
whereof they are two famous members. Which ar 
laſt,(by the meancs and fauour of the Duke of Yenta- 
dowr)they obtaine: So this murther of his,is remitted 
in Earth, but I fearc mc,will not be forgotren in Hee. 
#ez; for though men be inconſtant in their decrees, 
wares will be firme and vpright, aſwell in thediſt;i. 
ion, a$Exccution Of his iudgements, Menas they 
are men may erre, but as they are Chrifjens the 
ſhould not ; but God (cither to pleaſe or diſpleaſe 
them) neither can nor will, 
De $alez no ſooner hath eſcaped this danger , but 
forgetting his former follies,and his fathers aduiſe & 


houſe, he againe,ina manner voluntarily imprifonerh | 


himſelf with his miſtris Ls Hay in hers,wherat as his 
farher ſtormes, ſo De Clugny, and La Frange bite the 


. 
— 


l;p : hoping that this good office in procuring him his 


Mi 


pardon | 


| 


Y 
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pardon, would more ſtrictly have vnired him to her 
ſclfe,and conſequently ſequeſtred him from Zs Hay; 
but nothing lefle, fox he fings his old tune, and will 
rather runthe hazard of his fathers diſpleaſure, then 
leaue Ls Hay to take Le Frange : whercat his father 
CArgentier reneweth his choller, and reviues his in- 
dignationagainſt him , as deſiring nothing ſo much 
inthis life, as to ſee him marricd to Le Frange,buthe 
ſhall neuer live to ſee ir ; for there are too many diſ- 
aſterous accidents preparing to crofle and preuent 


tides an vnexpected and vnwiſhed buſinefle, which 
muſt call away Argenticr to Paris : For the Lords of 
the Priuie Councell of Frence, having receiued ſome 
informations and grieuances againſt the body of the 
Court of Parliament of T holeaſe ; commaund them 
ſpeedily to ſend vp ſome Deputies to anſwere ſuch 
matters as ſhall be obieed againſt them : whereup- 
on,the grauitie and wiſedome of that Court,in obe- 
dicnceto their ſuperiours , ele tWo Preſidents and 
foure Counſcllours to vndertake that iourney and 
bufineſſe among whom De Cl»gny is choſen for one 
of the Preſidents, and Argentier for one of the Caun- 
ſellours :> as indeed their integritic and profo 


Wiſedome and Experience had made them eminent in | 


that Court, As forde Clugny at his ——_— re- 
ueft (made tothe Court) he was diſpenced with, 
om that iourney ; by alleadging that his age and 
fickenefſe made him altogether vnfir to vndertake 
it : but all the cuaftonsand excuſts , which Argentier 


| conld make,could not exempt him,buthe muſt needs 


ſee Paris . But firſt, before his departure he had a lov 


1 


an 


— 


it: | 
Whiles theſe things happen in T holouſe , there be- 


[= 
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and ſerious conference with de Clagny, how to coffe | \ 
| che ſo long deſired match of his ſonne and daughter, 
the finiſhing whereof was referred till his returne 
from Paris, which ſweet newes infinitely reioyced 
and delighted the young Ladic Ze Frange, and the 
immediate night before he was totake Coach , hee 
calls his ſonne de Sales to hit, and with a perſwaſiue 
|and powerfull ſpeech, requeſted him in his abſence 
toloue La Frange, which he inplaine tearmes prote- 
ſted and vowed to hisfather, he could not, then hee 
coniures him, neuerto wary La Hay , which likewiſe 
he would notgrant ; and to conclude, fith his father 
could not preuaile in the two former, he commanded 
him vpon his bleſſing,that he would neuer marry any 
wife whatſocuer without his conſent , the which in- 
deed de Sa/eF could nordenie,but fairhfully promiſed 
his father ; yea, and bound it with an oath, yet ſtill 
hoping, that it was as poſſible for him to draw his fa. 
ther to conſent he ſhould marry Za Hay , as it was as 
impoſſible for his father cucr to pcrſwade him to 
marry 4 Franye : and fo thatnightthe father takes 
leaue of the ſonne, and he the next morning of his fa- 
ther, wiſhing hima proſperous iourney, and a ſpeedy 
returne : who ſuſpeQing, and fearing, that in his ab- 
ſence, contrary to his requeſts and prayers, his Sonne 
would only abandone La Frange,to trequent La Hay, 
he being ariued to the Citic of Towrs, thought him- 
ſelfe bound in Natere, aſwell for his owne content,as 
his ſonnes tranquilitic and proſperitie , againe,to ſig. 
nifie him his mind in fome few lines of aduiſe and 
counſell and to ſend it him by the ordinary Carrier 
of Tholouſe ; which was then in that Citic, bound 
thither from P4ris :-his letter ſpake thus. 
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T is out of a fatherly, (as I may ſay )ardligions care 
by —_— [ = ſend thee hef few enſuing rg, 
thy Youth cannot ſee that which my Age knows how ma- 
| wy miſeries are ſabret?,to wait & attend on Vice, and how 
many bleſrings on Vertue; if La Frange be not faire, yet 
ſhe ts comely not comemprible: but fith her defetts of Na- 
ture «re ſo richly recompenſed with the Ornaments of 
Fortune, «nd the excellencies of Grace , why ſhould thy 
"”— preferre La Hay before her , who hath nothing 
wt 4 painted face to oweruaile the deformitie of her other 
vices ? If thou wilt leaue a Saint to marry 4 trumpet, 
then take La Hay, 41d forſake La Frange ; but if” thou 
forſake « firumpet to take a Saint,chen marry La Fran- 
ge and leaxe La Hay, for look what difference there is be- 
tweene their births , thou ſhalt find ten times more be- 
tweene the chaititie of the one, and the leuitie of the other- 
If thou eſpouſe the firft, thou ſhalt find Content and Ho- 
nour ; if the ſecond ſhame and repentance : for 1 know not 
whether La Frange willbring thee more happineſſe,or La 
Hay miſery, This letter ſhall ſerue as 4 witneſſe betwixt 
God, my ſelfe,and thee ; that 4 thon performe me not thy 
promiſe andoath,1 will denie thee my bleſsing and deprine 
thee of my lands, 


ARGENTIER, 


De Salez, having receiued this his fathers letter in 

T holonſe, exceedingly grieuestoſec him diſgracehis 
miſtreſſe, by the lous name of a r Aatory 
which he knowes ſhe is nor, and therefore will neuer 
bclecue it; yea, he-vowes, thar ifit wereany other in 
the world ,; who had offercd him thar intollc rable at- 
fronr,he would reuenge it,though with the price and 
perill of his life ; Le Hay perceiuesthis diſcontent _ 
F alte- 


m—— 


— wh a 


| Compalle this wind proceeds, the neitherknowes, 


—_——— 


{ſembling and impious Rrumper as ſhe was, there 


and more reſferued and penliue in her ſpeeches then 
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nor as yet can conceiue : but withall, determineth ro 
make the diſcouery thereof her greateſt ALmbition, | 
and not her leaſt Care;which ſhe now well knowes ir 
behooues her to doc,fith ſhe finds De Salcy lefle free, 


accoſtomed: But when in vaine ſhe had hereunto vſed 
many ſmiles and fetches , loe heere falls our an vn- 
look't foraccident,which bewrayes her the very pith 
and quintcſcence of the Mifterie : For on a time, when 
he lay ſlumbering on the table, ſhee as accuſtomed, 
diuing into his pockets for ſweet meats, or rather for 
old (ef both which,he many times went well furni- 
cd){he finds his fathers (aforeſaid )letter, which ſhe 
knew by the direRion ; and ſo flying into another 
chamber, and bolting the doore after her, ſhethere 
reads it both with griefe and choller ; when ſtunge to 
the quicke, and bitten tothe heart and gall, to ſee her 
reputation and Honour thus traduced and ſcandalized 
by the father of her pret:nded husband , ſhe with | 
teares and interieQed fighes and grones,flics backe to 
De Sale7,and holding rhe letter in her hand,like a de- 


ſhewes it him, takes Heaven and Earth to bearc wit- 
ncefſe of her innocency, and of the irreparable and cx- 
treame wrong his father hath offered her , in ſceking 
ro ecclips the Glory ofher chaſtitic, which ſhe ſweares 
ſhe will bearepure and voſpotted , nor onely to his 
bed, but to her owne graue, But Alas, «/ss, theſe are 
the cffeRts and paſſions of diffimulation, not of truth, 
of her prophaneneſle, not of her pictic, which time 
will make apparant to De Salez ; though _ ber 
autic 
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beatitic and reares be fo predominaate with his iud & 
ment and folly, as he cannot , becauſe he will nor 

it : So being ſtill as conftant in his ſorriſhneſfe, as ſhe 
in herb xy nd mar FS ma 
with a Catalogue of ſugred words, ſeckes to appeaſe 
and comfort her, whom he bath farre more reaſon ro 
execrate and curſe. Bur for her part, herheart is nor 
ſo afflicted, for reſembling her ſelfe, Rtill her wits are 
her owne, and ſoremembring the concluſion of the 
letter, and OI DeSalez his promiſe and oath 
to his father, mightinfringe and contradi@ his to her, 
ſhe tels him,that her loue 1s ſo feruent and infinite to- 
wards him,as ſhe can giue no intermiſſion, nor trace 


| to her teares, before he 1cucalc her his oath and 


miſe, which his fathers letter informed her he had 
formerly madc him. 
De Sale ſeeing himſclfe put ro ſo ſtrian exigent 
and puſh,dorh both bluſh for ſhame,and againe looke 
pale for anger, when for a ſmall time, irreſolute how 
to beare himſclfe in a matter of this different Natere, 
wherin he muſt either violate his obedience to his fa- 
ther, or infringe his fidelity and honaur to his miſtris; 
hear laſt (conſenting with folly, not with diſcretion, 
and with Y exitie, not with I=dgement) doth ſo adore 
her beauty,and commiſcrate her teares, as he ſorriſh- 
ly reucales her his oarh, giuen his father (Yerbetive as 
we haue formerly vnderſtood it) adding withall,that 
ſhe hath farre more reaſon to reioyce, then grieue 
hereat ; Thar a little time ſhall cancell his ſaid late 
promiſc and oath to his father, and confirme his for- 
mer to her : For {weer La Hay (quoth he) come what 
| come will, we moneths ſhall neuer paſſe,cre 1 
thee, when ſealing his ſpeeches with many kin, 
F 2 
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| our hypocriticall afftited Gentlewoman is preſently a- | 
gaine come to her felfe , and in all outward-appea- 
rance,her diſcontents are remoued, her choller paci- 
fied, her tearesexbaled , and her fighes cuaporated | 
and blowen away. | : 
But allthis is falſe, like herſelfe, and trecherous | 
like her beautic , For this letter of £Mrgentier to his 
ſonne,and his promiſe and oath to his father, hath a- | 
Qed ſuch wonders in her heart, and imprinted ſuch 
extrauagancics in her thoughts, as ſhe. cannot caſily- 
remoue or ſupplant it, nor difficulely forget or deface ' 
it,whatſocuer ſhe ſpeake or mike ſhew of to the con- | 
trary,for thus ſhe reafoncth with her ſelte : That her 
whoredomes are alrcady reucaled ro LArgentier,and 
for any thing ſhe knowes,way likewiſe be diſeoucred 
to his ſonne, how cloſtly ſocucr ſhe either aR or con. ' 
ceale them. That Le Franges deſcent , wealth, and 
ver:ues, will inthe end ouerpriſe and weigh downe 
her meaneextraQtion, poverty and beauty;andin the| , 
end,that the wiſedome of the father , will infallibly | 
triumph ore the folly of the ſonne, except her policy 
interpoſe, and her vigilency prevent it, whichro pre-| . 
 uentandeffeR, ſhe ſecs no other obſtacle to her con- | 
tent,nor barre to her preferment,but only La Fraxge: 
for,quorh ſhe, if Ze Fraxge ſhine in the-firmament of 
De Salez aftetion, La Hay mult ſet; or if Ls Hay will 
ſhine, Le Fraxge mult {ct : againe,it ſhe fall not,I can- 
not ſtand and if ſhe ſtand, I muſt needs fall ; and as the 
$kie is not capable of two ſunncs, ſo both of vs can- 
not ſhine in the Hor:ſon of his heart and thoughts 
{ at once : except thus, that Le Hay may liue to ſee La | 
 Frangehis wife,and her ſelfehis ſtrumper, when bur- 
ning with falſe zeale to De Salez, and true —_— 
; malice 


_ 
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malice to Ls Frange , ſhe forgetting God; ſi wapsa 
bargaine withthe diuell,that Zs Fraxge muſt firſt goe 


toher graue,ere La Hay come to his bed, and fore- 
ſolucs to Gcrifice her as a YVidime to her malice and 


timely and bloody Coffin, Helliſh 4phoriſmes,Infer- 
nall Poſitions , odious to Farth, and execrable to 
Heanxen. | 


not onely gallop, but flieto hell, and ſo redouble thy: 
crimes purpoſely to recouble thy tormets;as firſtof 
whoredome;then of murther : Wretched, yea thrice 
wretched woman , how dareft thou ſee earth , or 
thinke of heaven ; whenthy acted crimes are fo odi- 
ous,and thy pretended ones fo monſtrous.,as.theude- 


the other : For «/as,confider what this poore Genele. 
women hath done to thee, that thou ſhouldeſt doe this 
to her ; She beares the image of God, and wilt thou 
thcrefore beate that of the diuell to deſtroy her : Ab: 
1 me,where is thy religion, thy conſcience, 'thy'foule;; 
| that thou wilethus helliſhly imbathe thy hands inher 
blood, and embrue thy heart in her murther ; If it be 
not that her vertues cry fie on thy Yices, thou haſt no 
reaſon in Natere, and leſle in Grace, to attempt adeed 
ſo Bagel an a ſo inhumane and execrable : But 
reſt aſſured,that if thou proceed and finiſh this infer- 
nalland bloody ftratageme of thine , although thou 
chance goe vnpuniſhed of men'; yetthe Lord (in his 
| due time) will' finde thee out, and bath ſeuerely 
ſcourge,and _—_ reuenge and chaſtice thee, 

The cftes of malice, and qr, men, arc fi- 


ielouſic, and to ſend herout of this world inan vn-| 


For wretched & impious ſtrumpet,wilt thou needs | 


ſcrueſt to be ſhut foorth ofthe one, and ſpeweflout of | 
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| nite ; in women infinite, theirs may haue bounds and 
3. 8p ends, 
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ends,burtheſe none, or at leaſt, ſeldome and difficyle- | 
ly : for hauing once conceiued theſe two monſters | 
in their fantaſies and braines,they long ril they are de- 
livered and disburthencd of them ; and foto biing 
their abortive iſſue ro perfeRion, rhey ( for the mo 
part )are ſharpe and ſeuere in theirdeſignes, and ſud- 
den and malicious in their executions , hatiog all 
delaycs, ſo it bee not to doe euill: So this our 
bloodie and vitious Strumpert La Hay, is reſolute 
to aduaunce, and not to retyre in this diabolicall 
buſineſſe of hers. Of all kind of violent deaths, ſhee 
thinks none cither ſo ſure & ſecret as poyſon; whether 
ſhe conſider the manner,or the matter : If the Deuill 
himſelfe had not inuented this vnparaleld crucley,his 
ents and members had neuer knowen how to haue 
2Iminiſtred and praQiſed ir. Bur hauing reſolued on 
the drugand i iens, ſhenow bethinkes her ſelfe 
of ſome hell:ſh Upericks or FaQor of Hell,to apply 
and giuc it her, and her inueterate and nrrts4 $4 
ered making her curious in the reſearch and inquiry 
thereof : isat laſt aducrtiſed, that there is an old 
Italian Empericke in Mompellier, tearmed S. Bernardo 
Michaels, who is his Arts maſter in that infernall pro- 
feffion, when wholly concealing this myſterie and 
buſineſle from DeSaleF, ſhee by a ſecond meants, 
(with promiſe of ſtore of gold) ſends away for A15- 
chbacle from Mompeliier : who in hope thereof, packs 
his drugges and trinkets , and within three dayes | 
arriues at T ho/ouſe , where ſhe thinkes no where ſo 
fit and fecrer as the Church to conſult and reſolue on | 
this bloody bufines,the houre is eight the next morn, 
and the place the Cordeliers (or Gray Friers)Church, 
appoynted andagreed on betwixt them, where ny | 
ot 
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both meer. Bur ſhee (the better ro diſguiſc her ſelfe, 
and to blcare the eyes of the world) wraps her ſelfe 
abour in a great turred cloake , and muffles her ſelfe 
vp with a large coyfe of ycluet, and a rich taffara 
ſcarfe ouerit,as if ſhe were ſome graue and reuerend 


old Matron : ſo being b to each others pre-| 


ſence,they being both on their knees, he to his Book, 
and ſhee to her Beads, ſhee propoſerh him —_— 
ring of Zs Frange, daughterto the Pr T 
»y , for the which ſhee promiſeth rogue him three: 
hundred crownes of the Sunne to rmeit, wher. 
of he ſhall now haue one in hand, andthe other rwo 
when he hath diſpatched her. cAtzehaete like a limbe 
of the Deuill, being deeply in loue,andallured with 
this gold,vndertakesit; when ſwearing ſecrecy, and 
withall to performe it withintendayes, ſhe giues him 
the hundred crownes tycd vpin her ercher, and 
ſo for that time they part. | 

Good Ged, whar prophane Chriffians, what mon- 
ſters of Natwre,and Denils incarnate by profeſſionare | 
theſe, thus to pollute and defile the Church ordain'd 
for prayer,with the price and ſale of innocentblood, 
a moſt prodigious and helliſh impiectie, ſince theres 
no {inne ſo odious or execrable to God, asthatwhich 
is masked with pietic, and oueruayled with the.cloke 
of fanditier And wh:ta damnable yong ftnuwper, 
and old villaine are they, in ſo holy a placetotreate 
and conclude ſo helliſh a bufineſſe 2 But beware, for 
the ſword and arrow of God's iuſt and reuen- 
ging Iuſtice, threatens yee with nolefle, then vtrer 


La Hay infinitely glad of this agreement,returnes 


| 


from the Church , and Aſichaele as glad of her gold, 


— — _ 


: | Lange | 
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1 Couſin Germeres to the Alc 


| rhe learn 


| of Phyſecke,and the principles of Chirargery,and ther- 


(bcing informed of Ls Fr deformity,and to loſe 

ao time ) trips away vaide: Profiined, Clugny his | 
houſe, taking that for a fir occafionto aſſay tomake 
his daughter become his Patient, and he her Emype- 
ricke : who _—y infinuating, and skrewing him- 
ſelfe into his knowledgeand acquainrance, (in which 
mperickes and Mountebanks of 1taly, 
come no way ſhort, but rather exceedall other Na- | 
tions of the world he proffers hit his beſt ſeruice and 

Skill; to redrefle and reforme the body of the young | 
Lady his daughter , adding withall (thereby to adde 
the more belicfe and credit to his ſpeeches)thar he is 

ſofarre from diſpayring or bog, ashe is very 
confident thereof : and in the phraſes and myſte- 
ries of his-profeſſion, giues him in ourward ap- 
pearance many inward and plauſible reaſons to in-| 
| duce him to belecue it. The good old Preſident 

who preferring the cure of his daughter before any 
other carthly reſpeR ; hauing heard of cMichaeles 
fame : begins to reliſh his reaſons, and yernot igno- 
rant that the Mowntbenches and Charletans of Italy,are 
wmiſts of France,who pro- 
miſe to make gold of drofle, and yer only bring forth 
drofle for gald;he holdsit fit by take a i mr mon = 
. Phyſecians ,, and expert: Chirnrgions © 

the City , mk com Michaele willingly conſents-, 
ſo they fit, heing fixe in number , Mrchaele deliucrs 
them his reaſons to redreſſe the deformity of this 
young Ladies body (the Preſident herfather being 
preſent) whoſe reaſons are heard, and controuerted 
of all ſides betwixt them, the _ is, foure arc 
ef opinion that this cure is repugnant to the grounds 
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force impoſſible to be effected : the other twoare of a 
contrary iudgement,and held it feaſable;and that ma- 
ny times God blefleth the Art and labours of a man, 
not onely beyondexpeRation, but alſo beyond hope 
and reaſon : ſo DeCluzny ſeeing thar theſe two with 
Aichaele were three againſt foure, he inreſpeRtof 


ſolues to employ him,and giues him an dou- 
ble Piſtoliers in hand to attempt it, withpromiſe of 
as much more when hee hath performed it, whereof 
' this miſcreant and helliſh Empericke Michaels being 
exceedingly glad,he betakes himſelfeto his buſineſle, 
viſits the young Lady , who promiſeth him toredou- 
ble her fathers ſumme,if he make her body ſtraight : 
when to reduce his impious contemplation, into in- 
fernall ation, he outwardly applicth playſters and 
 ſeare-clothes to her body,and inwardly adminiftreth 
herpills and potions; and (O griefe towrite it) there. 
in infuſeth deadly pp , which hee knowey at the 


end of ren dayes will aſſuredly'make a diuorce be- 
tweene her body and ſoule ; and fo ſend the 
death of this world, and this to the life & to 
come : So this ſweete and innocent Zady (wil 
ood to her ſelfe, and hurt ronone in the | 
nds a giddineſſe & ſwimming inher head; and with- 


in ſome ſix dayes after (in which time the poyſon had 
diſperſcd ir ſelfe throughout all the veynes and pores 
of her body) many ſharpe gripes,and bitter throwes 
and convulſions, whereat her father gricues, and ſhee 
weepes ; onely that graceleſſe villaine her Empericke, 
bids them bee of good comfort, and that the more 
aine and griefe ſhe ſuffered, the better and f 
ope there was of + Pabnch "Wa yet inwardly - = 
euil- 


" _ 


| the tender care and affeQion he bore his daughter,re- | 


CE 
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deuilliſh heart, knowes that the poyſon effeQually 0- 


perated and wrought with her as hee defired and ex- 
peed , andthat by theſe infallible ſignes and ſymp- 


comes, his patient drew neere towards the period of | 
herend. Wherevpon he repaires ſecretly to La Hay, | 
and bids her prouide the reſt of his mony, for that La 
Frange could not poſſibly live twodayes to an end, 
whereat ſhe tryumphing and reioycing with much a- | 
lacrity,againe promiſeth it him : and indecd the hel. 
liſh Arr of this execrable Zmepericke doth not now 
deceiue him,though inthe end the malice of the de- 
uill his Doctor will : For iuſt as rhe tenth day was 
expired, this harmeleſſe ſweet young Lady dyes, to 
the incomparable and vnſpeakablegriefe of the good 
old Preſident her father; for that ſhe was the ſtaffe of 
his age, and the chiefe and onely comfort of his life, 
who diſconſolatly and mournfully ſeemed to drown 
himſelfe in his teares herear,curſing the houre that he 
firſt ſaw this accurſed Empericke Michaele , who had" 
robbed him of his onely 1oy and delight,of his deare 
and ſweete daughter Ls Frange. But this murdrous 
hate having learnt of the deuill to feare no co- 
meancs not to ſtep a foot from Thelouſe, and ſo 
ſends privately for La Hay, of whom he craves the 
rformance of herpromiſe, for that (quoth he) hee 

d performed his. Why(quoth ZaHay)is that crook- 
backt dwarfe Ls Frangedead*Sheis gone(quoth Ai- 
chaelr)to her eternall reſt : when Ts Hay not able to 
retaine her ſelfe for exceſſe of ioy. runs to him, giues 
him the other hundred crownes, together with many 
kiſſes, which take (quoth ſhe)asa pledge of my conti- 
nuall good wil towards thee, when again ſwearing ſe-| 
crelie,they both take leauc each of other,and part. 


—_— —_ 
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The newes of £4 Franges death,ratleth and reſoun- 
deth ouer all T holouſe, her kinſcfolkes griene at it, her 
friends lament it, and all whoeyther know her, or 
her fame, bewayle it, onely De Salez,, andexecrable 
La Hay excepted, who knowing herto haue beene| 
the onely ſtop and hinderance of their mariage, they 
are ſo rauiſhed with toy heereat, as they ſeeme to 
conteſt and enuy each other, who ſhall firſt bring 
the newes hereof each to other : yea, the exceſle of 
De Sale, his ioy is as boundleſſe, as that Hayes 
delight, ſo that he ſeemes to flye to her to her fathers 
houſe, where ſhee with out-fpread armes recciues 
and entertaines him ;z and there they mutually con- 
gratulate cach other forthis her death, he affirming, 
and ſhe belecuing, that Za Frenge being gone to hea- 
uen , it ſhall not bee long erethe Church make them 
man and wife onearth. In the meanetime, hee being 
wholly ignorant of her poyſoning , and yet the olde 
Preſident gray wi _ reſt of her ere ot 

ing it, cauſe her body to be opened : andal- 
ma they finde no dire poyſon, yer ing a 
little kind of yellow rinRure on her heart 
as alſo ſome thereof through herfr 
They cauſe Aichaeleto be apprehended and in 
ned, and fo procure a Decree from the Parliament to 
have him rack'd: At the newes wherof, La Hayisex- 
rreamely tormented and perplexed, as well foreſce- 
ing and knowing, that her life lay at the mercy of his 


| tongue: wherfore to fortifie his ſecrecie,and therby 


to ſecure her owne feare & danger,ſhe by a confident 
triend of his, ſends him a hundred French crownes 
more, and promiſerh him to giue him a rich Diawond 
worth as much againe; who (as before) being ex- 

G 2 treamely 


_— Ow 
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treamely couctous, and the Devill (reſembling him- 
ſelfe ) ſtill harping to him on that ſtring which moſt 
delights him,his heart is ſo devilliſh] ated,and 
his Ortieude ſoarmed and prepared, as his patience 
and conſtancy not onely endures, but embraues the 
crueltieof historments; and ſo he is acquitted of this 
his pretended crime : but he hath nor as yet madc his 
peace with God. s | 

And now is De Sale; reſolued to make a Tourney to | 
| Paris, to draw his fathers conſent that he may marry | 
La Hay , butthe wiſedome of the father ſhall antici-| 
pate the folly ofthe Sopre, for he hauing heard in Pa- | 
ris of La Franges death;and ſtill fearing, that becauſe 
| lofhis frequent familiarity with that ſtrumpet Le H ay, 
he will in the end marry her. He in Paris buyes a 
Captaines placefor him in the Regiment of the Kin 
Guard, andlikewiſe dealt with a very rich Counſ:] b 
lour of that Cowrt of Perliament , named Monſieur de 
Brianſon, that his ſonne may marry his eldeſt daugh. 
ter : Madamoyſelle de Pleſsrs , a very ſweet and faire 
young Gentlewoman ; and the old folkesare already 


n all conditions, onely it reſts,thatthe yong, 
To which end Argentier writes away 
with 2 ſpecd to Thelowſe for his ſonne De Sale7 to 
comevpto bim, who before he had recejued his fa- 
thers letter, (as we have formerly vndertood) was 
ready to vndertake that Tourney : £4 Bay infinitcly 
fearefull and iclous to loſe her pray , with Crocodile 
teares in her eyes, and Hyexa aſpeAsimher lookes, in- 
formes De Sales, rhat ſhe feareth that his father bath 
ouided a wife for him in Paris, but he vowes and 
weares to her, that neither his father. nor the whole 
world.,ſhall make him marry any other then her _=_ 
a 


—_—_— 
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and ſo after many embraces and kiſſes, he takes horſe 
andleaues T bolouſe. 

Being arriuedat Paris, his father very ioyfully bids 
him welcome, and referres to conferrc with him till 
the next morning but ſuch is De Salcz raſhnefſe and 
folly, as hee hathno ſooner ſupped in cnmgu_y of 
his father, but he prayes to ſpeake with him.” W ef 
the ſeruants voyding the chamber , he carneſtly and 
humbly beſceching him, that fith Ze Fraxge isdead, 


whom,quoth ke,I onecly afteR andloue before all 
maides of the world : His father exceedingly incen- 
ſed hereat, vowes that he had rather ſee him fairely 
buried in his graue, and that of all the females of the 
world , he ſhall not warry Z Hay : and ſo for that 
night they berake themſelues totheir beds,the father 
grieues with his ſonnes folly , the ſonnes with his fa- 
thersauerſneſle : The next more Argentier calles for 
| his ſonne. When the doores ſhut , hebids him ſhut 
his eyes to his fooliſh familiarity with Zs Hay, and 
now to open them to the preferment, he hath pur 
chaſed him, and ſo'relates him how he ha 
him the honour of a Capraines place, in th&NFgiWenrs 
of the Kings Guard, asalſo a very faire young Gew- 
ilewoman for his wife, tearmed Hademeyſelle de Pleſe 
fs, the eldeſt daughter of Monſfiear de Briunſon, one of 
the richeſt — of _ : Fan De Salex ha. 

ing his eyes andthoughts wholly fxed on Ze Hay, 
with a dromenced ta , —_— his father this 
peruerſc and diſobedient replie. 

That he will not accept ofthe Captarnes place, nor 

once ſec De Pleſsis, but that he is conſtantly reſolued, 
either ro wed Ze Hay,or his graue, whereat his father 


he will now be pleaſed that he may-marry La Hay, [ 


- 
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is ſo extreamely incenſed, as with much paſſionand 
choller,he commands him henceforth,not to dare ſo 
much as toname him £z Hay, ſwearing by his Saxi- 
oxr, that for his obſtinacy and diſobedience, hee 
will difinherire him, as indeed he might, hauing him- 
ſelfe purchaſed three parts of his lands and reue- 
newes, through his care and _ in his profeſſi- 
on, andfo much diſcontent and choller, leaues in his 
Coleagues of Tholouſe, who are already wayrting and 
attending his comming, 
a* Sale is all on fireatthis his fathers bitter reſ0- 
jon againſt hina, and ſtormes and fumes, not onely 
the bonds of reaſon, religion, and humanity , 
but alſo beyond himſelfe. For ſth LZs Hay is his ſole 
delight & ioy, 8 that his father hath vowed he ſhall 
never mary her;his affeRis ro her, makes him reſolue 
ae 10100 his farher : yea, his head conceiues ſuch 
urtherous thoughrs,& his heartatraQs, 8 affu 
ſuch degenerate and diueliſh blood againſt him, that 
like an exccrable wretchyand a helliſh ſonne, diſday- 
ing totake Counſell from God, and therefore taking 
it fror diuell his bloody 7 «ter and Abettor, he 
foorthwith rid his hands of his father, 
and that he will cherefore ſend him into another 
re , becauſe he wolld giue him no congent in 
is. 

Oh wretched monſter of Nature, Limbeof the di. | 
uell, nay avery diuell thy ſelfe,thus to reſolue rotake 
his life from him rhac gaue thce rhine; Fouleſtaine of 
mankind, bloody Paracydious miſcreant z canno re. 
ſpe cicher of thy natufall and filliall obedience ro 

y kind and deere father,or of his white haires , and 
venerablc old age, reſtraine thee?or no conſideration | 
of 
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of thy conſcience or thy ſoule , ofheauen or hellde- 
terre thee fromthis bloody, inhumane,, and damna- 
ble deltgne of thine, inlaying violent hands on him £ 
O me, where are thy thoughts , where thy ſenſes; |. 
where thy heart, thy ſoule;toaR ſocexcctable andin» | 
fernall a Tragidie,on him without whom thou hadſt 
not been:on thy father, whom by the laws of Heaven 
and Ezrth,thou ovghteſt both to loueg honour, reue- 
rence and obey. , 
Bur De Sel; being reſolute in this inhumaner | 
& implacable malice & firie, watcheth how he may 
rake time at aduantage, toreffet and finiſh this his 
bloody bufinefſe , and on a gight afrer ſupper, hea- 
ring his old father complaine that he found himſelfe 
not well,and commanding his Clarke De Buiſsie, very | 
earely in the next morning to carry his water to-Ds- | 
Her Salepin, a famous Phyſician , whoſe Hs was 
faxte off, inthe place Maxberz , he himfelfe lying' in | 
Grennelles ſtreet : De Salez thinkes this a fir opportu- 
» | nity to difpatch-his father , the which, O a thouſand 
- | griefes and pitties to ſpeake off, he accordinglyiper- 
Rertaerh. For the morne appearing, his. 
uing ſent away his Clarke with his water, and-bera» 
king himſelfe to fleepe till his returne. His watch» 
full an@&murtherous ſonne, hauing purpoſely made 
himfclfe ready ; and through thekey hole andcranies 
of his chamber doore.eſpying his father ſleeping, he | 
intends that this ſhall be his laſt fleepe : When ſoftly 
ſtealing intovhis chamber,he (incouraged andanima- 
ted by the diuell)and approathing his bed,as exempt 
of feare as grace,wirhout any more delay or circum- 
ſtance, ſtifles his father betwixt two pillowes; when 
leauing him breathlefſein his bed,his face expoſed ” | 
r 


48. | 
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theayre, and the doore ſhut, goes dowae , giues the 
maſter of the houſe, the morrow, and (d tri 

away as faſt as hecan, rothefigne of the ſwan with- 
in Saint Hennorf# Gate; and fromehence rides away 
to Saint Clow, (two leagues diſtant from Paris) to ſee 
Gondjes gardens, fountaines, and houſe whereinthar 
exccrable and damnable [acabine Frief, lagugs Clement 
maurthered Henry the third king of France, but with an 
intent to returne to his fathers lodging immediatly 
dinner, and to plead i ce of the fat , and 
if occaſion ſcrue to ſtand ypon his innocency, 
and iuftification,as indeed hedid. Now his fathers 
Clarke De Buiſſſe, returning in the morning from 
Door Salepin, centering his maſters chamber, finds 
him ſtarke z andalmoſt cold in his bed : where- 
at he makes many bitter outcrics,and grieuous excla- 
mations : the man of the houſe herear aſcends the 
chamber,infinitely laments,gricucs at this ſorrowfull 
accident and ſpeRacle';, Vowes to De Buiſſye that he 
aw none whe ſocucr in his houſe , much lefle in his 
is , and thathis fonne Mounſicur de Sx- 


| 


| 


aſſoone as he himſelfe : they ſearch his 
body, and find it no way wounded , ſo they belecue 
and reſolue that ſome pangue hath carried him away; 
Yer hold it rather wiſedome then folly to ac- 
Spins e Lientenent Cryminall therewith ; fearing 

hemight after ſuſpeReither violence i her 
| So he comes,conferres with his ſonne De Salez, with 
his Clarke De Buiſſye, and with the man ofthe houſe; 
! he viſites the dea ery» Hor onely his head ſome- 
\ what ſwollen , which his Phyſiciensaffirme, may be 
his ftriuing and ſtruggling with death. When the 


] £covenens our of his zcale and integricic co Fuſtice ; 
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hauing informed himſelfe of Door Salepin, of De 
Bsiſſyes being with him , as alſo from Saint Clan of 
his ſonne De Salez, _—_—_— timely in the mor-} 
ing,and withall, that his Trunkcs were all ſafe, and 
necking waning, thepbenifh elilpltion and whth- 
out farcher enquiry , ordoubr, commend the dead 
corps tothe graue : Whoſe funcrall with cxteriour 
ſhew of extreame gricte and ſorreowe De ctnyca, va 
formes in P&ris, with all Decency and Decorwm, s 
rable in all reſpeRs to. his fathers ranke and qualitic,|- 
\But we ſhall ſhortly ſce this maske of his diuelliſh h 
jrrnepers off, andthis inhumanc paracide of his, 
th ſhamefully, and ſharpely, reuenged , by the} 
_ iudgement and finger of God : The manner is 
thus 2 9 | 
This harmeles and innocent old father 4rgentier,is 
no ſooner laid in his vntimely graue, bnt his bloody 
and cxecrable ſonne De $ within cight dayes 
after,leaues Paris,and returnesto Thewouſe, where al. 
ready this ſorrowfull newes' is diſperſed and diutl- 
gcd,being for his vertues and integritic of life, ge 
ally bewayled of the whole Ciric, onely 
and impudent Zs Hay tri hereat, and 
heartand thoughts d r ioy heercof : ſhe wel. 
comeyhome her De Salez,with a world of fyeetand 
ſugred kifſes ; who as glad of herpreſence, returnes 
her them with a plentifull and prodigall imereſt ; but 
| his luſtfull loueto heris ſo feruent, and his folly in | 
himſclfeſo perucrſc and obſtinate ; as he hath ſcarce 
the patience, much lefſe the reſpeR and modeſty to | 
weare blackes for his father fixe weckes, but caſts 
them off, takes on gaudic, and ſcarlet apparell, and 


very ſolemnely marries Ls Hay w Whereby in —_ 


. 
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of the inequallity of their deſcents and meanes : but 
eſpecially, of her whoriſh conditions ; he makes him- 
{clfe the laughter and May-game of all 7 holouſe. 
But good Ged, what a prodigious and helliſh 
match is this, fitrh man and wife , and both are mur- 
therers ; O execrable and mifrable wrerches, O 


age of yours proue happy, I may boldly and truely 
ſay,therewill ncuer any proue vnfortunare and miſe- 
rable : For Alas, a/as , what doc thoſe impious and 
damnable crimes of theirsdeſerue and portend; but 
miſery,ruine,and confuſion of all fides £ neither ſhall 
the curioſitic of our enquiry carry vs farre, before we 
| ſee it ſurpriſe and befallthem; 

' Forbefore they had been fully married three mo- 
neths, De Sales reaping his defires,and feaſting him- 
ſclfe with-the pleaſures of her youthzhe direRly,con- 
trary to his hopes & expeRation,is enforced to ſee & 
know,that which b-fore he wold haue thoughtneuer 
to haue known or ſeen: forthinking his wife to haue 
bcena modeſt & chaſt Diana, he now ſees ſhe is a de- 


91s +yea, his miſery is ſogreat, as he needs 

no peta to ſce,that ſhe dayly dkos him a Knight 

of the forked oxder;and almoſteuery houre,deſpighr 
of his care and iteloufic , claps a cuckowts feather in 
his bat : which to prevent andremedic, hefirſtadmi- 
niſtreth requeſts and perſwaſions, and then com- 
plaines to her father, But theſe are too weake reaſons 

' [and too gentle morines, topreuaile with ſo infariable 
a {trumpet , ſoas he is conftrained to adde threatsto 
his requeſts,and in theendblowes to his threats. But 
aS it is impoſſible for the Leopard to change hisskin, 
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bloody and impious miſcreants,forfure if this marri-- 


| 


and the Arhiopian his hew,ſo De Salk ſees _—_—_ 
. 
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loſt tothinke ro reclayme his wife fromherbeaſtly 
finne of adulrtery,wherein (notwithi all that 
ſible he can doe) ſhe takes fuch a de and ha- 
ite, as by this time ſhe is growne ſg cxtreamely im- 
pudent, as when her husband is at home,ſheis abroa 
ranging ; and he is no ſooner abroad, but ſhe is in- 


is growen to that hight of obſcenity, as ſhe contemns 
and leights her husband ; that whither he beabroad 
or at home, ſhe will play the whore before his face 
with doores: which althoughit betoo late for 
him tor ,yet it bites himto the heart, &pricucs 
him to the gall : & nowit is that he a thouſand times 
thinkes of his fathers 2duiſe and councell in forſaking 
her; and asoften wiſheth he hadfollowed it. Now it 
is that his yanaturall murcthering of his father, rhun- 
ders foorth horror;terror,and repentanceto his foule 
and guilty conſcience , and now it is that he wiſherh 
from his hearr and ſoule, that he had beene blind 
when he firſt ſaw her, and fairely laidin —_—_—_ 
vldarrand giafeeing hietouply refhrighgnliah 
L im vexati | 
ſery eateocmtrns fornow he vtterly difpair 
and ſees no hope of his wiues refqrmation : Where- 
upon he wf@]ucs to diuorce himieWe from hcr, &to 
that end takes counſell thereon: bur it is nor ſo ſecrer- 
ly managed by.him , but the ſtrumper his wife hath 


mi- 


ing her husband exceeding rich, both in lands,coyne, 
plate, and other rich houſhold-ſtuffe, ſhe vowes not 
to quite her great ioynter ſhare and intereſt heereof 
thus. Bur before he had inrolled his ſuite in the Spi-| 
rituall Court, orany way vented his owne ſhame,and| 


ſtantly at home reuelling with her ruffians : Yea, ſhe| 


releae notice and inckling thereof, whereupon ſee- | 


| H 2 his 


—_— 


Gods Renenge againſt Murther, Booke ITT, 
his wivesinfamy in-pablike, ſhe like a true Courtiſan, 
and debauſhed ſtrumpet as ſhe was, vowes topreuent 
him that would preyent her, and to ſend him to his | 
death that would ſteke todiuorce her; and in reſpect 
of his iclouſfie and malice , that as ſhee had formerly 
poiſoned La'Fraxge for her husbands ſake, fo ſhee 
would now murther him for her owne. 

But miſerable and execrable wretchzOh to what a 
menſtrous-height and huge ſumme will all theſe thy 
beaſtly finnes , and bloody enormities ariſe and a- 
mount _ £ Bur har” ene Renenge _ = 
infernall furies,ſo eand preoccupatcher 
as ſhcee will not retyre, till ſhee hath fent herhusband 
into another world in a bloody winding-ſheet. To 
which cnd, watchingthe time whangs of her —_ 
uants WCEEgOne abroad to inthe Vintage;thce 
ſoftly opening Sar + <r agF , ſeales 
in, and ing him ſqundly ſleeping, approcketh his 
bed , when drawing foerth a-raſorfrom her ſlceue, 
which ſhee had purpoſely prouided, ſhee with an im- 

lacable and damnable malice ſteps to him, and cuts 
CNT Erenninns 
rewar F ; W 
the knife, and her outward Taffata Gowne into the 
houſe of office,ſhe leauing him om. or his blood, 
very ſecretly conueyecs her ſelfechrough the 
tothe Garden, where her wayting- Genrlewoman at- 
tends her, and ſohyes away to the Church, thinking 
with a wretched impiety-to cloake this her ſecond | 
murther,as her former,vnder the vaile of religionand 
| piety : but her hopes , and the Deuill that gaue them 
cr, will now decciue her, 
De Sa/e7,, her hnsband ftriuing and firugling = | 
e 


y—_ _ - — to. o—_—__—_— 
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| crie and groance, which he did very mournfully, and 


| ſent ro pray vato God fer him: and'theſe were his 
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life againſt inf the pangs of death: feare wa 7 ſte(con- 
trary to her intent and minde) had fo-made his mur. 
therous wifes hand ſhake and tremble, /as ſhee did not 
ſo fully cur his throat-boale, but hee could yet both 


which indeed was ſoone ouer-heard by a man and 2' 
' maydſcruant of his, who only waingt inthe houſe, 
who hearing their maſters yoyce, and haſtily running 
vp.at theſe his pitifull and latnentable es;ſtep- 
ping to his , they heare him (with his beſt 
power) vtter theſe fearefull ſpeeches , T hat $1y 
wy wife hath kill'd mee © O that ſhee- D enillmy wife hath 
mri we. Whereat they cry out at the windows 
to the neighbours for helpe,, alledging that their m4- 
ſter is murthered. Theneighbougs ; .& heare 
him report ſo much: ſo they ſend away for his Con- 
feſſor, and the Lieutenant Criminall,to both whom he 


b4tb merthered him : And then zvpling bimieliexp 
in his bed (with as much as his dying wound 


would permit him)he taking them both bythe hands, 
with infinit ſighes andteares revealestothem har be 
it was, whoatthe ſeducingof the Deuill, 

his father CL7gextier to death in P.ovzs, that be did it 
onely to marry this whoore his muntherous wife Z4 


Hay ; that the killing of his father, yea the yery re- 
membrance r infinitely his heart and 
ſoule, and forthe which he infigitcly repenteth him> 


ſelfe,and beſtecheth the Lord of mercy, in mercy to 
forgiue it him ; and likewiſeprayed all that were pre- 


laſt wordes, for now his flecting and fading breath 


| 


ainc confeſſerh, 7 hat 1 is rhe 81rumpes his wije wh | 


would permit him tofay nomore. 
H 3 All 


# 


- 
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"All that were pret reſen areamazed at this lamenta- 
ble confeſſion of his, to ſeethat hee ſhould murther 
his father,and his execrable wife, well neere himſelfe; 


ſothey allglorified God for the deteRion and diſco- 


ery hercof :+ Bat the Lieutenant Criminell, and the 


Councellors his Aﬀbciates ſtep rothe window , and 
conſulr ro haue him hanged, whiles hee is yer living, 
for the murthering of his father. ButDe Sales ſaucs 
them tharlabour :-for there and then he linkes ints 
his bed;and dyes away beforerthemtorhey inſtant- 
ly ſearch the ho PE this wretched Mar- 
ce Le Hay, w impiousand bloody ſtrumper 
they at laſt finde in the Domrnean Friers Church at a 
Sermon , Tar news with benno x and in- 
digniriethey to priſon; char ge. 
her with ee bearioe husband De Sales, which 
the Deuill as yerwiltnot permirher ro confeſſe; but 


being adi them to rhe Rucke; ſhear the very 
fot rmencoomeſehit. 
Vpon whichſeueralinwmrebers,the Criminell Tudges 


of the Towrneles to ſentence: ſo firſt they 
of DeSaletfor fo inhumanly 
cans us rr ripe hanged 

bycbe heeles to the'commen ties 


nr executed : _ 

they adiudge his ike LaHay 

the nexr day to be ſtrangled;cherburne: "thee nigh? 

ſome Diuinesdeale with her in priſon about-the ſtare 

of her ſoule, whom they finde infinitely obdurated 

= the vanirie of her youth , and the temprati- 
the Devuill; bue they worke effeQually with 


| han: and ſd ar laſt (by the 'mercies of God ) drawe 


her to contrition and repentance, when willing her 


not} 


——  — — 
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not to charge her ſoule wirh the < ing of any 0- 
ther nad ſhewing her the  n—_ 
very freely , yer ſorrowfully, confeſlerh; how ſhee 
it was;that for three hundred crowneS&had cauſed rhe 
Empericke Michacle to poylon L# Frange , for'thie 
which ſhee rold them the was now exceedingly re- 
penrant and ſorrowfull © Whereof the Diuines ( fith' 
it was net delivered them vnderthe ſeale of Confel. 
ſion) aduertifing the Iudges, theyall wonderat Gods 
prouidence, to ſee how all theſe murthers are difco- 
uered and burſt foorth,one inthe necke of the other, 
ſothey alter her ſentence, and'for theſe her double 
murthers, they condemne her to haue her right hand 
cut off, and then to be burnt aliue:-: ren 6g 
curious inquiry and reſearch to apprehend'this old 
bloody varlet Michaele, 

In the meane time;that very afternoone, this miſe- 
rable and murtherous Curteſan Za Hay,though'tothe 
griefe of her ſorrowfull father andfiſters, yer rothe 
toy of all 7 ,is brought andfaſtned to her ſtake, 
where her hand bcing firſt ſtrucke off, ſhe with many 
{fighes and teares delivereth theſe few words 2 Fhae 
her crimes were ſo foule and odious, as ſheewass* 
ſhamed to looke either God or man in the face; That 
ſhe was very ſorrowfull for cauſing £4 Frange to be 
poyloned, as alſo for murthering of her hu 'De 


— 
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Salez, whoſe wealth ſhe onely affirmed the loued,but 
not hirnſelfe, the which ſhe wholly arrriburedxo'the 
luſt and vanitie of her youth;ro her negleRof prayer 
and forſaking of z which made the Denill ſo 
ſtrong with her, and ſhee with the Deuill : arid! 
which was the'fole cauſe and ground of rhis her 
miſcrable ruineand deſtruction z ſhe with tearesand|| 

prayers 


— —C___ 
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EET Lardtobegood vato her ule; | 


yp her eyes and hands to Heauen ) like. 

wiſebeſcech the whole aſſembly to pray ay vn- 

nd God _=_ = _ PRES her ſoule into 
hands ecmer, the 

5 gg reotentredungt ro kr ingar oe in, 

t, cauſed a number 


«rg youth and 
the-enonnitice of 


ade irekb devillihand raurcherousEmpe: 
ricke Aichgele, alrhough as ſoonc as he hear 
| impriſoament, he;(tro ſave himſclfe ) left 74s. 
oefcend feroward cowards Ce difenifedin a Friers ha. 
bit, with his beard ſhauen':) yet by the care of the 
Court of Parkement,or rather by the immediat finger 
rm 6 «ps FIR 
T ;W L4 France, 
—— he now without the Racke confeſſerh) he 
ro be broken onthe Wheele, there to re- 
= hebe dead, and then his body to be thrown 


"ar wy moe the which the ſameday is 

- 5 wa performed, totheiinfinite 

ors : : buras he lived an Athei?, ſo 

a Dcuill, , Vithour any ſhew all, 

repentance ; ONely ne VOm 

peach, w_ iy ner world 

to WOu - r= 
= 

GN he ſight of this mournefi nnd bloody 

yy; the Chriftian Reader may —_ ſcehow 

Gods revenge doth ſtill triumph > ainſt murther, and 

how be in his duetime and pr wuecengr” * 


to. ſti] 


MAXI cCAlbemareand Clars, 


ſtill dereR and puniſh ir. Iris a Hiſtory which may 
ſerue to deterre and forwarne all yong Genlemen,nor 
to frequent the companies of whores and ſtrumpets; 
and all ſonnes not to tranſgreſle the will of their pa- 
rents, much leſſe nor dare to lay violent hands on 
them. It is aglaſſe wherin yong Geurlewomen & Wines 
may at life ſee,what bitter fruirs and ſharpe ends cuer 
attend on Whordome and Murther : It is a liuely Ex- 
ample tor all kind of Empericks and Drug#ers whatſo- 
eucr,to conſider how ſeuerely God doth infallibly re- 
nenge and puniſh the poyſoningof his Saints and chil- 
aren. [na word,itis a Leſſonand Caveat for all people, 
and for all degrees of people, but eſpecially of Chr;. 
ftians, (who profeſle the —_ of Chriſt) not onely 
ro dereſt theſe foule finnes of Reuenge and Murther 
in others , bur to hate and abhorre them ia their 
ſelues : which thar all may endeauour to pra- | 
Riſe and performe, graunt good God, | 
who indced art the onely giuer of | 
31l goodnefle, 


—_—_—— 


CC — —— 


#M 30S LIK Booke-1IT. 
HHS 


TRIVMPHS OF 


GODS REVENGE A- 


oatnft rhe crying and execrable 
Sinne of Murther. 


Hiſtory XII. 
 Albemaze c4uſerh Pedro and Leonardo to murther 
Barerano, aud he aftcr marrieth Clara, whom Bare- 
tang fir it ſought 19 marry : He cauſeth bis wan Valc- 
| Tio zopoyſonPedrozn priſon , ' and by 4 letter which 
Leonardo ſent him, Clara percerues that her husband 
Albcmare had hired —_ Pedro and Leo- 
nardo to murther buy firit lene Baretano;which letter 
ſhe reueales ts the Indge, ſo he is hanged , and likewiſe 
Valerio and Leonardo for theſe their bloody crimes. 


2 Ith what face can we preſume to tread 
on the face of Earth, or dare lift vp our 
eyes to that of Heazen , when our 
' thoughts are ſo rebellious to conſpire, 

9 4 and ourhearts and reſolutions 10 cru- 
ell,to embrue our hands inthe innocent blood of our 
 harmeleſſe and Chriſtian brethren : Thoughts they 
are, which in ſeeming to pleaſe our ſenſes, poyſon 
our {oules, (and doe therefore truely poylon our 


| 


| 


ſoules, becauſe they ſo falfly pleaſe our ſenſes,) - Re- 
| ſolutions: 
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ſolutions they are , which we cannor conceive or at- 
tempt wich more inhumanity,then finiſh with miſery. 


— 


graues, we afſuredly ſend our ſclues ro our owne mi. 


ſerable and infamous ends ; whereof in thisenſu 
Hiſtory, we (hall find many wofull Preſidents, __ 


ched perſons, who were borneto happineſle, notto 
infamy ; to proſperity , not to miſery. If they had 
had ſo much Graceto ſecure their liues,as Yaritie,and 
Impietieto ruine them; It is a Hiſtory purpoſely produ- 
ced,8 penned,for our deteſtation, not for our imita- 
tion :'Sith it is a poynt of (true and happie) wiſdome 
in all mento beware by other mens harmes , Read it 
then with a full intent ro profit thy felfe thereby, and 
ſo thou mayeſt boldly,and ſafely reſt afſured, rhat 
the ſight of their finnes and puniſhments, will proue 
the reformation of thine owne. 


Ruitfull, and faire Lombardir is the Countrey , and 

rhegrear, populous , and rich C:tzeof Milen (the 
Capirall of that Durchie) the place where the Scene 
of this:mournefull & Trezical Hiftory is layen where 
perpetrated : The which ro referch from *irs firſt 
ſpringand Orgimall, thereby the more trucly to'in- 
forme our curioſitie, and inftra@t our knowledge: We 
muſt then vnderftand,that long fince the Duke of Fe- 
ria ſucceeded the Count De Feentes,as Vice-royof that 
| potent and flouriſhing Dutchie , for King Philip rhe 
third of Spaine his mafter : There was natiue and reſt- 
dent in that Cxr7e an ancient Nobleman, tearmed Seig- 
neor Leonardo Capello, who in his younger yeares had 


Sith in thinking to ſend them to their vntimely | 


mournefull examples,in diuers vafortunarteand wret-| 


| married a Spaniſh Lady,and brought her from Spaize 
WET Fo I 2 to 
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' ceeding rich and noble,and the as noble and faire; he 
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to cHilan) tearmed Dona Maria de Caſtiana : He ex- 


by his fathers ſide allied to Cardmall Charles Barro- 
mes (fince Sainted by Pope Pan! Y.) ſhee by her mo- 
ther to the preſent Dake of Albucurque, hee infinitely | 
honoured tor his extraQion and wealth : fhe no lefle 
beloucd and reſpected for her beautie and vertues: | 
and although thereare but few marjaves contracted 
betweene the Aillaneſes and Spaniards,and thoſe very | 
{eldome proue ſuccesful and proſperous, in reſpe of | 
the antipathy,which (for the moſt part) is hereditary 
betwixt rhe commands of the Spanyards,and the ſub. 
ietion of the Millaneſes - yet it ſeemed that this of 
Capelloand Caſtiana was firſt inſtituted in heauen, ere 
conſummated on earth, for ſo ſweetly did their yeres 
humours and affections conioyne and ſympathize, as 
although they were two perſans, yet I may truly af- 
firme and ſay, they had but one heart , affeftion and 
deſire, which was mutually to pleaſe, and reciprocal- 
ly to affet and loue each other. And as Marriages 
cannot be reputed truly happy and fortunate, if they 
benot blefled and crowned with the bleſlings of chil- 
dren, (which indeed is nor oncly the ſweeteſt life of 
humane content, bur alſothe beſt and ſweeteſt con- 


| 


tent of our humane life ) ſo they had not been lo 
maried, ere God honoured them and. thcir wen 
bed,with a beautifull and delicate and young daugh- 
ter, tearmed Dona Clare, the onely childe of their 
loynes, and heyre of their lands and vertues, bein 

indeed the true pifture of themſclues,and the oyfull 
' pledge and ſeale of their intire and inuiolable affci. 
ons;who hauing ouerpaſt her Infancy, and obtayned 
the eightcenth yeare of her agc,ſhe was ſo cxquiſite- 


ly | 
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ly adorned with beautie, and ſo excellently endued 
and enriched with verrves;as diſtindly for eyther, or 
toyntly for both, the was,and was trucly reputed, the 
Paragon of Nature, the pride of Beautie,the wonder 
of Milan, the glory of her Sex, andthe Phenix of 
her Time. And becauſe the puritic and perfeRion of 
ker beautic deſerues to be ſcene through this dimme 
PerſpeRiue, and the dignitie of her vertues knowen 
of the Reader in this my impoliſhed relation. For 
the firſt, ſhee was of ſtature indifferently tall, but ex- 
ceeding ſtreight and ſlender : her haire cither of a 
deepe Cheſlnut colour,or rather of alight black, but 
to which moſt adhering and inclioing,fancy mought, 
but curioſitic could dificultly diſtinguiſh , Her com- 
lexion and tincture , ratker of an amorous and 
oucly browne, then of a Roſeat and Lillie die; but 
yer ſo ſweetly pure, purely ſweet : (and withali ra- 
ther far then Icane)that nocarthly obieR could more 
delight and pleaſe the eye,or rauiſh the ſenſe, And for 
her eyes,thoſe two relucent lamps and ſtarres of loue, 
they were ſo blacke and piercing , that they hadafſc- 
cret and imperious influence, to drawe all other eyes 
to gaze and doe homage to hers; as.ifall were bound 
toloue her, and ſhe ſo medeſt,as if purpolcly framed 
to loue none but her ſelfe ; Neithcr did her Front, 
Lippes , Necke or Pappes any way detract, but c- 
uery way to adde to the perfection of her other ex- 
yer Aer of Nature : Forthe firſt ſeemed to be the 


delight and pleaſure ; The third the Pyrawmides of 
State and Mateſtie, Andthefourth the Hills and Yal- 
ley ot loue, But lcaue we the dainties of her body, 


now to ſpeake of the rarities and excellencies of her 
Z mind, 


Promontory of the Graces,the ſecond,the Reſidence of | 
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mind, which I cannor rightly define, whether the cu- 

riofitie and care of her parents in her educarion, or 

her owne ingenious and apt inclination to Yertue and | 
Honewr,were more predominant in her : for in either, 
or rather in both, ſhce was ſo exquiſite and excellent, 
that in Langnages,Simgins, Muſicke, Dancing ,Wiſdome, | 
Temperance,and AModeftie, ſhe was ſo fully compleat 
and rare, tharto giue her her due, and no more, thee! 
could nor be paraleld by any yong Lady of Lombar-! 
4,or 1taly,nor equalliz'd but by her ſelfe. 

Thus if hernoble extraction, and fathers wealth 
made her ſurmount others, and her delicious ſweet 
beauty & vyertues excell her ſelfe, no maruell if thoſe 
LAdamants,and theſe excellencies draw diuers of the 
beſt Caualzers and chicefeſt Gallants both of Milan and 
Lombardy, toaffect and feeke her in marriage; and in- 
deed although ſhee be ſought bydiuers of them with 
much reſpe& and honour, anſwerablc in all regard to 
her ranke and quality, yet neither her parents,or ſelfe 
are ſo much importuned by any,as by Senior Giouant 
Albemare,a young noble Gentlemen of the citie, who 
was adorned and fortified with theſe humane priui- 
ledges, to bee well deſcended, rich, and of ſome 
twenty fiue yeares olde ; a match in the eye and cen- 
ſure of the world, yea, and in al outward appearance 
correſpondent and equiualent ; if his generous perfe- 
Rions and vertues had paralleld hers, or if the can- 
deur and finceritie of her afteftion had not iuſtly 


ther Gentleman, younger of yeares then udlbemare, 
but in all other reſpes,as well of Natwre,as Fortune, 


retana, 


tranſported her thoughts and hcart from him, be-| 
| cauſe ſhe had formerly fixed andſetled them on ano- 


eucry way his ſupcriour,named S:gnior Alphonſus Ba- | ; 


-w — th ets. | 
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retano,a young Gentleman of one of the nobleſtfa- 
milies of M:/{an,of ſome cighteene yeares old, whoſe 
father was lately deceaſed,and hadleft him ſole heire 
to many rich lands and poſſeſſions; but (withall) ex- 
ceedingly intangled in Law, and ingaged in many 
debts and morgages , whereinto the vanitie and pro« 
digalitie of his youth had deeply precipitated and in- 
gulphed him : which conſequently refleQing and fal- 
ling on his ſonne,we ſhall ſee will proue a hinderance 
to his marriage, and an obſtacle ro his content and 
\ preferment. Butto obſeruc ſome order and decorum 
in the conduction and dilation of this Hiſtory , wee 
muſt briefly be informed, that as of all the Beauties 
of Lombardy , CAlbemare onely chiefly affected and 
loued Clara; fo of all the Cavaliers of the world,Clara 
aftetedand loued no other but Baretano : for as con- 
formitie of yeares, manners, and inclinations, breed 
a ſympathie in affections; ſothey intheir tender youth 
often frequentcd one the others company , fome- 
times at the Dauncing,and Muſick Maſters, but many 
timesat Weddings, Fcaſtes, and noble aſſemblies: be- ; 
ing well neere as equall in age, as in complexion and 
ſtature. Againe,the vicinitic of their reſidence added 

much to the combining and inflaming of their affe- | 
ions: for they were oppoſite in nothing but intheir. 
manſion houſes, from whoſe galleries and windowes 

many times publikely,but more often by ſtealth,their 
eyes could not refraine to tilt at each other, with the 
inuifible launces of loue and affection, which bred 

ſuch a habit, and that habit ſo powerful a ſecond 
N ature, that it was now become impoſſible tor them! 
| not to gazeeach on other : ſo as if the vr of 
their purilitie,nade them delight in eachothers ht 

an 
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and company with deſire; ſo now their more riper 
yeares inforce them to deſire it with deleRation : for 
when as yet they were ſo yong, asthey knew not the 
inſtin& and influence of Natwre( which cannot bee 
taught by a more powerfull or ingenious Tutrix then 
her ſclfe ) yet they neuer mer but kiſſed, nor kiſſed, 
but as if their heart and thoughts checke theirlippes 
for taking ſuch ſhort farwels each of other : Bur now 
when their years had proclamed them both very ca- 
| pable ro march vnder the Standard of Hymenexs : 
This Yenus &that Adonis, for ſo her freſhbeauty, & 
his flouriſhing youth (with as much right as fame in 
Milan, ) generally entituled them : They felt ſome 
pleaſure wanting , which wn they could not find ; 
and therefore no maruaile, if they deſired to find that 


which they wanted : Soas burning in aff: tion each 


to other, Clara hearing ſpoken ofa husband, infinite- 
ly wiſhed that Bareteno were hers; and when he heard 
ofa wife, he ardently —_— , and feruently deſired 
that Clare were his : Neicher can I rightly ſay, whe- 
ther he were more affeionate in her conſtancy to 
her ; or ſhee conſtant and reſolute in her affetionto 
him : ſo that as heretofore they hardly knew the way 
tokiſſe, now time (running. on in her ſwift carcere) 
had taught them to deſire to marry: and that where- 
as formerly Baretano onely tearmed Clears his ſweet 
Mayd,and ſhe him her deare Friend: Now loue had 
ſuggeſted and giuen them new deſires, and therefore 
new Epithites : for ſometimes as well in carneſt as in 
icſt , he could not refraine to tearme her his ſweet 
| wife, nor ſhe him her deare husband ; and hereintheir 
tongues were onely but the outward Hearaulds of 
their inward hearts, as their hearts were of their 
mor 


_ —_—— uv 
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more ſecret and retireddeſires. And as feruent loue, 
and truediſcretion,very ſeldome concurre and meet, 


new inuentions to meetand kifſe : yer th 

poore, er rather ſo blind in diſcretion, as they could 
not beare their affeQions in ſecreſfie and filence : but 
by this time they are bewrayed to their Parents, and 
diuulged to their acquaintance: but if any grieue and 
ſtorme at this vnexpeRed newes , it is firſt Albemare, 
then Capelloand Caſtians, berwixt whom there was a 
ſecret promiſe, and verball contra, that he andno 
other ſhould marry their daughter. 

Thus we ſee that Albemare & Baretanoare become 
Competitors and Riualls in their affetions, for ci- 
ther of them affet Clare as the miſtris of their 
thoughts , and both adore her as the Queene Regent 
of their deſires. But as they ſympathize in their hopes 
to purchace her for their wife : So they differ in the 
meanes and progreſle of their reſolutions, how to ob- 
taine her. For whiles Baretano ſues the daughter be- 
fore her Parents, ſo doth Albemarethe Parents be- 
fore their danghter : but what effects and ends, theſe 
beginnings will produce, ye ſhall ſhortly ſee,and they 
themſelucs very ſoone both feele and find: 

Capello and Caſtiane (as we haue formerly ſaid) 
with much afflition and griefe , vnderſtanding of 
their daughters affeRion to Baretano,and reciprocall 
of his to her they (with much impatience and ne” { 


| 


| 


on) relate it to Albemare, whoſeafteion to Clare, 

hath made him ſo ſubtile rowardsthem, as although 

his heart knowes this newes, yct he makes his tongue 

denie the knowledge thereof, when proteſting of his 

intire and feruent affeion to her : and thats. he-muſt 
K , 


fo alchough affetion made them rich in in | 
were G 


either | 
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either wed her or his grave : they conſult on their im- 
portant buſineſle, how they may Dethronize Barera- 
0, and ſet and inthronize Al/bemarein the chance and 
choyce of Clars's affeRion: As for Capellvand Caſtia- 
za , they ſo highly affet Albemares great and free 
eſtate, and ſo diſdainefully hate the intricate incom- 
brances of Baretano's,as they yow , there reſolutions 
ſhall Sayle by the compaſſe of his defires; and he in 
exchange, that his affeQions and deſires ſhall Nil! 
ſteere their courſe by that of their reſolutions : So 
from the matter ef their agreement, they proceed to 
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the manner how toeffeR it ; Towhich end her father 


and mother fingle their daughter apart, and in mild 
and faire tearmes demand her, what hath paſt betwixt 
her and Baretaxo,and whether ſhe beſo ſimple and in- 
conſiderate to take ſo poore a Gentleman for her huſ- 
band, whoſe cſtateis ſo weake and ſmall, as it cannot 
well maintaine himſelfe,much lefle her , Clara alrea- 
dy prepared and armed by her affeQion to receiue 
thele,or the like ſpeeches from her Parents', hauing 
twice or thrice metamorphoſed the Lillies of her 
cheekes into Roſes, very temperately and modeſtly 
returnes them this diſcreet and reſpeRiue anſwere. 
That as ſhe muſt needsaffirme ſhe is confident of 
Baretano's affeRion to her,ſo ſhe muſt as truely denie, 
that as yet hehad cuer motioned her for marriage; 
which ifhe had, conſidering that his birth , meanes, 
and yertues were ſuchas cucry way deſerued not on- 
ly her equall but her ſuperiour, ſhe is enforced tore- 
ueale them, that ſhe loues him ſo tenderly and deere- 
ly, as if her will and pleaſure be not contradicted by 
theirs, it will be not onely her ioy but her felicity, to 
accept and take him for her husband , before all 0- 


'thers of the world. But 


; 


Hit.XIL c<Albemare andClara. 
' But this modeſt anſwer of hers,they hold too per- 


as if it fauoured more of irrigular zeale to Baretans, 
then of due reſpeRtand obedience to themſelues, yet 
the ſoonerto divert her from her owne defires and| 
reſolutions to make her flexible to theirs, they as yet 
hold ir fit,rathertg continue mild then imperious to- 
wards her, and ſo by deprauing the deſerts and de- 
baſing the merits of Barezazo, to ſceke to extoll and 
ifie thoſe of Albemare, as if the firſt were onely 
afoyle,and theſecond a rich Diamend,worthy of her 
affeRion and wearing : and indeed ſo exquiſite and 
excellenta Cazaleir , they depaint him to her in the 
richeſt frame and pompe of all his prayſes, aſwell of 
the endowtnents af mind.as of thoſe of Foriwne, that 
they leaueno inſinuating 0r4tory vneſſayed, nor per- 
ſwaſijue attempt vnattempted, to-make ſhake her 
hands with Baretne,and conſequently to extend her 
armes & _—_ to.receiue & _ Albemare: Burt al- 
though ſhe were yong in yeares and: experience; yet 
louc 46 this fi _ ng flouriſhing (prin of Las 
youth, had ſorchned her iudgement,and indoQrina- 
ted and prompted her tongue, that her thoughts 
commanded & marſhalled by her heart,and both by 
her deſires and affeQionto Baretans, ſhe confuſedly 
intermixing, and interrupting her words with many 
far fetched broken fighes,againe returnes her Parents 
this reply, 4. '7 
| If your age will not, yet my youth or rathermy, 
heart informes me, that Baretansas far exceeds Albe-' 
mare inthe priuiledges of the mind and body,as Albe- 


emptory for a child ro.giue, and Parents.to receiue ; | 


| 6 


} 


mare doth him in thoſe of Fortune , bur that my reſo-/ 
lutions and anſweres, may anſwere and correſpond 
K 2 wit 
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with my obedience, although Tloue Baretano, yet I 
will neuer hate,rather honour Albemare ; but to make 
him'my husband,or my ſelfe his wife, if Earth haue, | 
I hope Heauen hath not decreed it : And I hum- 
bly beſeech yee, that this may reſt your Reſolu. 
tion, as I afluredly thinke it ſhall and will remaine 
mine. 

Capello and CaFiana ( like diſcreet parents) ſeeing 
their daughter Clara wholly wedded (in a manner) ts | 
the {ingulanitie of her owne will, they yet conceive it | 
to. bee farremore requiſite to revert her reaſons b 
faire meanes, then refute and refell rhem by force, 
fith louc and diſcretion hath till reference to thar, 
and this relation ſtilltro choller, many timgs to re 
tance :'wherupon minding her of the bleſings which 
infallibly attend filiall obedience ; and the miſeries 
and nicks which individually wayt on contempt and 
diſobedience, hoping that time will effetthat which 
Importunitic cannot , they as then Jeaue her to 
her — , and ſheerhemtorhcir care, caring for 
nothing ſo much,nay,I may RET nothing elſe, 
then to ſee her affeion diuorced from Bareters, and 
ar pvc and wedded to Albemare; who hauing cu- 
rious correſpondence and intelligence-with them, he 
is cuer and anon acertained,not onely what hath, but 
what doeth paſſe betwixt them and their daughter; 
and withall, is aduiſed by them, to delay notime, but | 
to frequent and haunt her as her Ghoft and ſhaddow; 
yea, and no more toconceale his affeRion and ſuite 
from her, but to acquainrall Mts therewith , fith 
it was no diſparagement, but rather an equall honour 
for him to _ with Clara, and Clara with him. 
Which concluded betwixt Copelio and Caſtians, Albe. 


mare | 


Hiſt, X11. Albemare and Clara. 


mare is ſo farre from reieRing this aduiſe and coun- 
ſell, as hee embraceth it with much ioy and deleQa- 
tion, and vowes (though with the perill of his life) to 
perſcuere and purſue he rin mariage : To which end, 
authorized as well by his owne affeRion, as their au- 
thoritic, Clara is neither abroad nor at home, but hee 
meets her, giues away all time from himſelte, to give 
himſelfe to her : ſo as it feemes to the-cyc of the 
world, that Capelo's houſe is now become his, and 
that his daughter Clara likewifc ſhortly ſhall be : yea, 
| hee addes ſuchcuriofitie to his care , and ſuckeareto 
his affection in courting her, as ſhee cannor be .eyther 
at Maſſe,or Yeſpres,but he is either with her,orneere 
her; and whenin ſolemne pompe or zcale ſhee viſits 
' the Dome (or Cathedral Church)of that Citie,and in 
it the Shrine of the new Saint Charles, then he wayts 
and attends on herat the Porch ſtayres, ſometimes 
with his Coach, but many times ( as the cuſtome of 
Millan is) on his Foot-cloth, and prauncing Barbarie 
Horſe,to condu@her home : yea, and notto faylein 
any Complementof an accomplifhed Louer,befides 
the harmony of his own infinuation and ſolicitation, 
he greets her withrich preſents, and ſalutes her with 
all varietic of melodious Muſicke , and mellifuous 
Voyces: butall this notwithſtanding , although hee 
euery way vſc his beſt art and indiſtry,and her father 
and mother their beſt skillto make her flexible to his 
deſires, and their pleaſure , yet ſhee as having her 
thoughts wholly bent and fixed on her deare & ſweet 
' Baretens, lookes haggard andaucrſe on 4/bemare, gi- 
uing him fuch generalFanſwers, and cold entertaine- 
| ment, as heefeeth hee hath farre more reaſon to de- 
| ſpaire then hope to obtaine her. Whereupon doub. 
| K 3 ting 
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| ting of her affeQion, hee hath againe recourſe to her 
parents loue; whoto confirmeand ſealc it him,ſeeing 
faire meanes will not preuaile with their daughter, 
they reſolue to vſe force, and ſo to adde threatsto 
their requeſts, and choller to their perſwaſions, to 


——— 


make her abandon Baretano, and embrace Albemare. 


| But if the firſt preuailenot with her, the ſecond can- 
not; for ſheenow tells them plainly, that ſhee neither 
cannor will affe&tany man for her husband but Bare. 
tawo;and yet ſhe is lo farre from any dererminatereſo. 
lution to marry him , as ſhee affirmes, that their will 
ſhall be her law,and thcir pleaſure herreſolution, 
Whiles thus Albemare in the way of — ſceks 
our fayreand ſweet C/arapublikely, nolefiedoth Ba- 
retano priuately ; and although with lefle vanitic and 


| oſtentation, yet he hopes with far more fortunacy & 


ſucceſle; as grounding his hopes vpontheſe reaſons : 
That in heart and ſoule Cars is onely his, as both in 
ſoule and heart he is hers: ſo he entertaines her ma- 
ny times with his Letters, and yet not to ſhew him. 
ſelfe a nouice in diſcretion, or a coward in affeRion, 
he making her content his commands, as ſhee did his 
defires her felicitie ; hee in remote Churches and 
Chappels, (for whoſe number Milan exceeds Rome) 
hath both the happineſſe and honour priuatly ro meer 
her : where if they violate the ſanRitie of the place, 
in conferring and —_— their affeions,yert they 
ſanQifie their affeRions,in defiring that ſomeChurch 
or Chappell might inueſt and crowne them with the 
religious honour,and holydignitic of Mariage. For 
hauing jcaſted of Loue hererofore,now like true Lo- 
uers, they hencefoorth reſolue to louc,not in icſt, but 
in earneſt; and as of their two hearts,they haucalrea- 


—_—— 


— —— 


MR o—oe_ mmm , 
CO "yy 


| Hiſt. XII. Albemare and Clara. 


dy made one, ſo now they meaneand intend todif- 


And this is their ſole deſire, and this and onely this, 
is their chiefeſt delight, and moſt pleafing'ft defires 
and wiſhes: 

Bur as it is the nature of Lone, for Louers to de- 
ſire to ſee none but themſelues , and yet are ſeene of 
many : ſo this their 'familiaritic and frequent mee- 
ting is againe reported to her father and mother, 
whereat they murmure with griefe, and grieue with 
diſcontentand afflition : and now not to ſubſtra, 
but to addeto their vexation, itis reſolued betweene 
our two young amorous Turtle Doues, Baretexo,and 
his faire Clara, that he ſhould publikely motion them 
for her in mariage; which hee in wonderfull faire 
rearmes, and orderly Decorum,(as well by his friends 
as himfelfe)performeth, When con to his wi- 
ſhes, but not his expearion, they giue him ſo cold 
entertainment,and his ſuite ſuch poore and ſharpe ac- 
ceptance, as they (in affeRion and zeale to 4lbemare) 
not onely deny himtheir daughter, but their houſe : 
an anſwer ſo inciuill, and thereforeſo iniuft, as might 
givea teſtimony of ſome way of their care, yer no 
way of their diſcretion to themſelues, or afteRion to 
their daughter. And heere I muſt confeſle, that T can 
difficultly define, whether this reſolution and anſwer 
of Capello and Ca#tiana,more delighted Albemare,dil- 
contented Baretano,or afflicted Clars : who although 
in the entrance of their Loues, their hopes ſeem'd to 
be nipt, and their deſires croſt by the frowns of their 
parents, yet they loue each other ſo tenderly 8 dear- 
ly, as theſe diſcontents notwithſtanding, they will 
not retire,but are reſolute to aduance inthe progreſle 


_ 


poſe of their bodies, thereby ro make one of two: | 


of 
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of this their chaſt and feruent affeRions,and although 
their commands endeuour to giue a law to her obe- 
dience, in not permitting her to be frequented by Ba- 
retans;yer her obedience is ſ0inforced to take a more 
ſtronger ofher affeQion, as deſpight her Parents ma- 
lice and icloufie towards them, when they arc ſweet- 
ly ſleeping intheir beds, then is their daughter Clara 
waking with Baretane, and he with her ; oftentimes 
walking and talking in the Arbours, and many times 
kiſſing 8 billing in the cloſe galleries of the on ; 
which they cannot conceale or beare ſocloſely , but 
her father & mother haue exaQ notice & intelligence 
therof by ſome of their truſty ſcruants,wh6 they had 
purpoſely appointed as Sentinels to eſpie & diſcover 
their meetings. Whereupon (as much in hatred to 
Baretano as in affetion to Albemare) knowing that if 
the cauſe be once remoued, theeffeR is ſubict ſoone 
to follow and enſue; they very (uddenly and priuate- 
ly ſendaway their daughter from Millan to Modena | 
by Coach, there to be mewed and pent vp withthe 
Lady Emeliaher Aunt,and beſides her waiting Gentle- 
women Adrianan,oneto accompany and condu her, 
but onely A/bemare,hoping that a ſmall time, his pre- 
ſenceand im ate ſolitations would deface the 
memory of Bareteno, to ingrauc his ownein the heart 
and thoughts of his ſweet Clara. Who poore ſoulc, 
ſeeing her ſelfe exiled and baniſhed from the ſocietic 
of her Bareteno's ſight and company , whercin vnder 
heauen ſhe chiefly and onely delighted; ſhe hereat, 
doth as it were drowne her ſelfe inche Ocean of her 
tearcs ; ſtorming aſwell at the cruelty of herparents, 
1 as ather owne afflition and misfortune; and no leſſe 
doth her Barerano for the abſence of his ſweet _ 
| an 


y 
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afflitions are equaltynowmonrning as mitch ateach 
others abſence,as formerly they reioyced and trium- 
phed in their preſence. But although the iclouſic 6f 
| Capells and Caitians were very careful to watch and 

obſerue Baretano in Milan, andthe zeale and affe- 
ion of Albemares ſafety to guard, and ſweetly to at- 
cend on Clare in Modena: Yet as fire ſuppreſſed, flames 
foorth with more violence, and riuers ſtopped, '0- 
uerflow with more impetuoſitie; ſo deſpighr of the 
Ones bo any £7 the others iclouſic, though: Bare- 
#40 cannot be ſo happy and bleſſed to ride oner ro 
Modens to {ce and ſalute his Clears; yet loue, which 
isthe refiner of inuentions and wit, andthepoliſher 


I , cannot yer detaine him from viliti 

her'with his letters, chewkichin reſpeR of the hay 
acceſſe and difficult paſſage toher , he is inforced to 
ſend her by ſubtill meanes,and ſecret meſſengers, and 
the.berter .to ouerſhadow. the curiofity of his Ants, 
and the Art of his affeRion herein, he among many 
others, makes vic ofa Fryer and a Hermite, for the 
conueyance of twolletters to Modena , to his Lady : 
which(as fit agents for ſuch amourous imployments) 
they (with more cunning and fidelity, then zeale and 
Religion) (afely delivetnd her, and ikewiſe returned 
bin benanſivence thereof, And becauſe the feruen- 
cy of theiraffeRions and conftancies cach to other, 
are maxe lively depaynted. and repreſented in theſe 
two, thenin any ather of their letters; therefore 'I 
thought my ſelfe in a manner bound , hexe to inſert 
them, -to the end to giue the better ſpirſ# and Grace 
totheir Hiſfory, andthe fuller ſatisfation and con- 


and dexre Lady Clars : for as their affections, ſo their 


| tent $0 the curioſitic of the Reader : That which Ba- 
L '— retans 
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retayo {ent Clare yponiher:departure from-A:l/awto 
Modena by the Fryer, pakethus::' tv JH 7 { i $3, 
mine ng bao > v222 viimeor 28,9275 1h tb 
| © ba iuſtly may I tearme my ſelfe tynſortanate , Sith. 
I am enforced to be miſerable before 1know what be. 
longs to happineſſe © * Fox if ener 1 found any content, or 
Heauen wpen Earth ,: it was onely in thy ſweet preſence, 
which thy ſudden abſence and onexpettedextile, hath now 
made,atleaſt,my Purgatory if not my Hell. Faire Clara 
indge of thy Barctano by thy ſelfe , what a marchleſſe 
| griefe it is tomy heart , and a heart-killing rerronr tomy 
thoughts to ſee thee mad: captive 19 my rinall , and that 
the Fates and thy Parents ſeeme to bee ſopropitions t0 his 
deſires, and ſo inexorable end cruell tomine : That 1 mw 
line alone in Millan without thee, and he alone in 
nawith thee : which makes that,1 know not,,'' whether 1 
wore ennie his ioy,or lament and pitty mine owne forrowes 
and afflittions, But if 1 bane any ſenſe or fluddew of 
comfort in this my calamitie; #3 ontly conſifts im this, that 
| as thou carriedſt away my heart with thee';, ſo'1how wits 
vouchſafe ts returve me thine in rhy letter by a veciprocall 
_ aud exchange. For if thou neither bring me thy 
ſelfe , nor ſend me that, I may be ſonghtin Millan , 6ut 
found no where but in heaues : wive I aro, pa by thy 
conſent, much more anthorizedby iy command;,"F would 
ſpeedily rather flie then poaſt to1rhet: for Fayre and Deere 
Clara, as thou art my ſole Ioy and Soneraigne'fehcitie, ſo 
whiles 1 breath this ayre of Y/ e Dy will ſhrill b&my lawe, 
thy commannd my Compaſſe ,- ant thy pleaſute' wy reſs- 
£14 B1Y 


lution. | 
BaRF TANO, 
Her anſwere returned by the Frier to Beretane at 


Millan; was to this effec. 


It 
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T' #3 fornone but our (dues to. 
oips are.sf mijery,oe beine deprived of each o- 


thers preſence. Thou tearmeſt mine abſence either thy pur- 


gatory; or: thy hell; & my afflittions & rorments for thitie 


For 6 reaſon of the world to repyte them not only one,but 
both + T hou art miſtaken in thepoint of my thraldome, 

whiles Albemare vowes himſeife my Arc oog Fd yrs 
to be his, and both vow and triumph tobe onely Bareta- 
nos! know not whether 1 have brought thy heart with me 
yo wen emu 9 am,Teft minewith thee in Millan: 
| Ifmmy Parents ſceme now pleaſing and propitions to him,'] 
am yet ſofarre from diſpatre, as 1 confidently hope the 
F ates will not prooue cruell or inexorable tothee, and in 
thee tomy felfe : but rather that « little time will change 
their reſolutions and decrees, Sith they carinot our affettt- 
ons and conttancy. If Clara be thy ſole ivy and Soueraigne 
felicity,ns leſſeds. Baretan's heys: And albeit, I could wiſh 
either thou heere with my ſelſe is Modena,or 1 there with 
thee im Millan” Yerſuebis »my Anxt Enficliars care; and 
Albema _ ieloulit oner #; that-wert thou in this OM 
thou couldeſt difficalily ſee me, but impoſibly ſpeake wi 

me ; wherefore Ks 4 whiles , wn let thy | ervud hi- 
ther to me be ended ere began ; yet with this proviſo and 
condition, that the rauſe thereof; thy afſetiien tome, 'be 
began newer tobe ended > and thinke that my ſtay andex- 
ile heere ſhalbe as ſhort ," as either my beff Art in my ſelfe 
can inuent ,or trueſt zeale to thee ſuggeſt. In which Inte- 
rim et vs ſolace our ſelnes,and viſit each other by the Am- 
FT vr of our hearts, 1 meane our letters: And this re- 
ſolue my deare Baretano , that during our abſence wiles 


"hou doeſt feat on my 1dza , 1 will not faile to ſurfeir on| 


indge how equally we par- | 


are ſo great, and withall ſo tnfinite,as I have all the equ)-| 


' thine, CLARA, 
L 2 __ Baretand's 
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| © Baretaxs's other letter ſent'Clers to'Madens by the 


| ſkeedily reſolue toreturne tometo Millan : Sorrow will 
| :hen prenent my Toy .. and Diſpaire my Hope ; For if 


| beawtie this ſacrifice, 


Gods Revenge eqainft Mabaler. = Booke 111. 


P/lgrime,was couched. and penanedin theſe tearmes}. 


Ad not thy requeſts (ilithy laſt letter) granted out x 
H Prohibition againſt my deſires and wifhes,# had long 
ſonce lefi Millan to haxe ſeene Modena, jant thy ſelfmy 


- 


weet. 7 deere Lady; bins 1 ice vt comfort, 
1s cnſdginendie th rod an not as 
of affettion which infuſeth this pronidert care & cavefull 
| proudence to thy reſolutions, # the end that thy returne 
make v5 45 ioyfull as thy depatiere ſurrowfull , and cnſe- 
quenth that the lat. prout as ſweet: vnis our hearts and 
thoughts , as the firſt was bitter : And yet beleene me 
deere Clara , that my affettion is ſo intire and fernent to 
thee,becauſe I know thine is teciprocally ſo tomy ſelfe © that 
I deere it not onely capable to make difficult things eaſie, 
but which is more, impoſciblities poſsible : "For, for thy 
ſake what would 1 pat attempt ? and to enioy thy ſight and 
preſence what would 1 leaue vnperformed ? But if thou 


wilt not permit me to come. to thee to Modena , nor yet 


thou hatten not thy arriuall and our interuicw, fickenefſe 
will be my death;wert thou 4s kind as faire, or as affettio- 
nate as. 1am fergent in affettion , then wilt then rather 
ſuffer me ro l1ue with thee, then to die for thee : for inthis 
reſt confident, that if tho denie me that requeſt, 1 cannot 
Nature this zribate , my affettion this hemage, or thy 


BARETANO. 
And Claraher anſwere hereunto returned to Milan 
to Baretaxo, by the forclaid Pilgrime was traced in 


theſe words : 
The 


HIRXIL!T CcAlbemire and Clare,” \ 


He laſt.command of my Parents, the firſt reſoluti- 
i 04 of my aunt Emcelia,cy my;ſuirer Adbemareyhave 
nom reduced me te ſoftrift a:Sequiſiration (or rathtr cap- 
thuftie) 4} avely my thoughts, hardly my pen, hath the 


enſue tempeſts, end ſax-ſhine ſhowers, ſa1 beſeech thee rp 
brooke it with as much patiense,as 1 dor with eriefey' andl 
not onely hope , but reſolne,that vielence is-nexer perma.- 
nent, and all extreames ſubiett 0 renolution and change. 
Wherefore my deare Baretano, conſider and thinke with 
thy ſelfe , that wy ſtay;from Millan, and thy probibition 
from Modena, hath this two-fold excuſe , that is inmmy 
will,bus not as yet in my power to e , endthiswill 
rather hinder,then any way aduance the accompliſhing of 
our de (ires ; Sith alittle time may effett that with my pas 
rents,which 1 feare importunity wil xeuer, neither can thy 
heart ſo much long for my ſight,or mf nf my preſence,as 
ſoule doth for thine: Sith togine thee but one word for 
ol, thy ſelfe , and onely thy ſelfe , art both the life o 
ion, and the ioy of my life. A thouſand times 4 Fer 
| Modena were Millan,and againe,as often that 
re were metamorphoſed into Baxetano.T herefore,] am ſd 
farre from prexenting thy i0y,as though at theprice of my 
death, 1 am ready to ſacrifice my life for the preſeraation 
of thine ; as alſo for the _— of thy diſpayre © Write 
me not then of thy ſickenefſe , leaſt thou as ſoone heave of 
my death, and 1 know not what requeſt to denie thee, fith 
1 have already.gramed and ginen thee my felfe , whichis 
all that cither 1 can gine, or thou deſire ; cheriſh thy 
ſelfe for my ſake, and 1mill thy remembrance for mine. 


CLARA. 


ſreedome and power to fignifie thee ſo much. But as :calmes | 
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+ By-rheſe louing Lerters of theſe our:Lovers, the 
| Reader may/obſerue and remark;whatia firms Y 
and ſttictand conftanrfriendſhip'there-was-contrac- | 
tedand ſcrled berwixt them, and what a hell theirab- 
ſence was each ro others thoughts. and: contempla- 
tions.: In the meanerime, whiles &eretans entertammes 
[Clarewith Letrers, ' wAlbemare doth with' wordes, 
:| wherein he victh his beſt Rhetoricke and Oratory,to 
draw herto his deſires; and withall,toliſtenand.eſpy 
our, if there paſle any paſſages of Letters , 'or other 
——— .betwixt. themz. Which althongh 
Clears her aff: tion to Bareranovow , and her diſcre- 
tion to her ſclfe reſolue to conceale and obſcure 
from LAlemare, yetloe here falles out a finiſter and 
vnexpeted accident, which will diſcouer and be- 
wray itz yea, and of all fides ;and to all parties pro- 
duce prick, forrow,choller,and repentance, which in 
effe(briefly)is thus : bbs 7 | 
Clars had reaſon in her former Letter ſent by the 
Pilgrim, totearmethis her ſequeſtration in Codeng 
2 captiuitie, fith the bounds of her aunt Emlias rwo 
ſmall Gardens, and the wallcs of her little Parke, 
-were the limits wherein her liberty was confined,and 
her ſelfe as it were, immured : -for farther ſhe was not 
rmitred to goe,excepttothe Church with heraunt 
in her Coach, bur ſtill accompaniei by CAlbemare, 
who left no minutes nor occafions,as well to ſee her, 
as to bee ſeene of her. Now to giue ſome truce 
(though not peace) to her diſcontents, 'and thereby 
ſomewhat to calme the impetuofitic of thoſe tem- 
peſts, which loue had ſtirred vp in her heart and 
thoughts for the abſcnce of her Baretano, ſhee neuer 
berter accompanied then when alone, ſometime paſt 
| away 
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Gardens, but many times in the Parke cloſe ſhur, fol- 
lowed only: by her wayting Gentlewoman Adrian : 
for in reſpeR of her aunts vnkindneſſe,and 4/bemares 
ieloufie, ſhe would neither accept of . her tamiliaritie; 
nor of his: company. Now to the neereſt end of the 
Parke;notfarrediſtane fromthe fecond Garden,was 
a Curious walk, ranked about with many rowes of Sy. 
cemore trees, andat thefarther endthereot a cloſe 
ore-ſhadowed Bower, yea,ſocloſelyvayled, that the 
rayes of the Sunne could nicither peope in,” ro ſcorch 
the putcneſſc of her beautie;}orro contend withthe 
picrcing luſtre and reſplendancy of. het eyes: andto 
this Bower, in a fayreandelcare tay, Clars'(abont 
three of the clocke rr” having in 
her hand to delude the time; the bld amourous #1ffo- 
rie of Hero and Leander ,  which-was very lately illu- 
ſtrated, and newly. reprinted in Hulen, and wherein 
indeed forthe codfcctoiie of theirloues with her 
owne, ſhe rookeafingularidelighrro reade 2 but that 
which.,gaue ſweeter muſicke to her thoughts, and fe- 
licitie to her heart,and mind, were her Baretans's two 
Letters, (which we haue formerly ſeene) and which 
as then ſhe had -pyrpoſely brought with her to ſuruey 
and peruſe; yea,ſhe readesthem ore againe & againe; 
and to write the truth, more oftner then there are 
' words, or I thinke fillables therein contained : bur 
when ſhe deſcends to his name, ſhee cannot refraine 
from kiſſing it; yea,and ſuch is her tender love to Ba- 
| retano., as the ibedewes it with her teares; a thouſand 
times ſhe wiſhed her ſelfe with him , or he with her, 
and bitterly blames the crueltic of her parents,torſe- 


þ 
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parating their bodies, ſith ſhee not onely hoped + bur 
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aſſured her ſelfe,thar-Gad:had conioyned,and vnired | 
their hearts. But whiles ſhee in the middeR of theſe 
paſtonateextafies: feernes tobe 4s tr thehea- | 
uen of ioy,atthe peruſall of theſe Lerrers of Bareta- 
»8; and then againe to be plunged into the hell of ſor- | 
row, at the. confideration and remembrance of his 
abſence, ſheer heares avoyce; which ſhe rhinkes is nor 
farreoft from-her;; when lodking foorth:the Bower, 
and deeming it to be that of her wayting-Gentlewo- 
man,whom ſkeſaw ſomewhat neere her gathering of 
Strawberries and wilde Lillies, ſhee within a flight 
ſhot froni her, percciues it ro.be her Lover, (but not 
her loue,). LAibemere, ' who. knowing her there in 
the Bower, .and for'want -of other talke, 'ſpea- 
king to the Eccha,ſhegueſſed by his courſe, (wherein 
ſhe was notdeceiued) that he had an intent to ſalute 
and; fpeake with her;which to prevent, becauſe it 
wholly difpleaſed ker; tobe cumbred with the com- 
pany of ſo yawelcomedagueſt as himſelfe , ſhe haſti- 
y folds vp herlerters inherhandkercher, 'and clap- 
ping them(atleaſt as ſhe: rhought) inco the pocket of | 
r gowne, takes her bookes in her hand, and cal- 
ling Adrian, tripsaway backe towards the garden, 
by theother fide ofthe Parke , purpoſely ro eſchew 
and auoid him,as indeed ſhedid. ' 
CAlbemare gricues to ſee Clard"scoyneſle and cru- 
elty toward him, although ſhe were departed foorth 
the Parke from him, yet his affetion is ſo feruent to 
her , as he will nceds aſcendthe Bower, eſteeming ir 
not onely a kind of content ; but a blefling to his 
thoughts ; fith he cannot be where ſhe is , er to be 
where ſhe hath becne : when thinking to mount the 


ſayrcs of thebowerghe vncxpeRedat the foot there- | 
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of, finds the two letters whereof we haue formerly 
ſpoken , which itſeemes {lipt foorth of C/ara's hand- 
kercher, as ſhe was putting it into her pocket : Abe. 
mare taking vpthe letters , and ſeeing them direed 
to his ſweer Clara, he Betwixt the extreames of loue 
and ioy, kiſſeth them againe and againe for her ſake: | 
when ſitting downe in the Boyer, he berakes him- 
ſelfe to read and peruſe them, verily expeRing and 
hoping to gather and draw ſome thing from them 
which might tendto aduancethe proceſle of his affe- 
Rion towardsher : But when he had read the firſt, he 
was ſo extreamely perplexed and afflited, as he had 
"hardly the patience to peruſe the ſecond, and yetar 
length haſtily and paſhonatly running it ouer,and ſee- 
ing by all the circumſtances thereof, thatir was in 
vaine for him any longer to hope for Clare, ſith ſhee 
was Baretans's, and Beretano hers, he like one Lung- 
ticke,ſtampes with his foot, throwes awas his hat, 
teares his haire for very griefe and choller, now thin- 
king toteare the letters,” and then to offer violence to 
himſelfe : But when the fumes and flames of this his 
folly were ouerblowen,and that he had againe recal- 
led his wits to take place in the proper ſeat of his 
iudgement and diſcretion ; thentaking vphis hat,and 
pulling ir downe his eares, he leaues the Bower and 
Parke,and ſo going into the houſe, ſhewes themrothe 
Lady Emelia her Aunt, who prayes him not to dil- 
paire, but that Bareteno's letters notwithſtanding, he 
himſelfe ſhall ſhortly marry her XN:ece Clara, only ſhe 
praycs him for the two letters , becauſe ſhe affirmes,, 
ſhe will to morrow ſendthem to CA1i/lanto her father 
and mother. Whereinhe ſaith, he will take aduiſe of 


his pillow ; when faſting our his ſupper , he berakes 
% M him- 
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bimſclfe to his bed,to lee whether he can fleepe away 


thoſe his paſſions and vexations. And by this time 
Claragoing to locke vptheſe two aforeſaid letters in 
her trunkc,ſhe finds her handkercher, but m;ſſeth her 
letters ; whereat bluſhing for ſhame, and thrn againe 
looking pale for ſorrow, griefeand anger, ſhe ſpeedi- 
ly ſends away Adriana to the Bower, to looke them, 
who returnes without them, and then ſhe knowes for 
certaine that A/bemare hath found them : whercux on 
for meere griefe and anger, feigning her ſelfe fick,ſhe 
withdrawes her ſelfe to her chamber, and there pre- 
{ently berakes her ſelfe to her bed. 

I may well ſay that Clars & Albemare betake them- 
ſclues to their beds ; but Iam ſurenot to their rct : 
For griefe and loue ſo violently ace their ſeueral! 
parts in their hearts and thoughts, as ſigh they doe, 
but ſleepe they cannot » Yea their paſhons and ſor» 
rowes areas diffcrent as their deſires, for as Albemare 
now gricues that he hath found theſe letters, ſo doth 
Clarathat ſhce hath loſtthem;and as he vowes not to 
reſtore her them, ſo ſhe neither dares, and yet diſday- 
neth to demand them ofhim : Yea againe, which is 
more,as their ſorrowes are different, ſo are their pre. 
tended confolations , atleaft if T may properly and 
truely tearme them conſolations : For as Clara, al- 


| 


though ſhee haue loſt her Baretano's letters, doth yer 


 rejoyce that ſhe ſtill retaines the writer and Authour 


thereof ingrauen and caraQered in her heart : ſo deth 
Albemare,that now fully knowing Baretane to be his 
riuall, and who by all probability is like to beare his 
miſtris from him , he hath (as hc iniuſtly conceiues, a 
uſt reaſon to be reuenged, and a true occaſion to 


fight with him : but as Clara's comfort and conſolati- 
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on herein-procceds from trueaffetion , ſo doth the 
vanitic and impiety of this reſolution of CAlbemares 
frem helliſh malice , and deuilliſh indignation : yea, 
although the night doth or ſhould bring counſell, yet 
as Clara paſſerh it ouer onely with ſighes, ſo doth AL. 
bemare with fumes and reuenge againſt Baretaro, 
vowing that he will in the morne towards cHillen, 
and theretrie his fortune, either to kill him or to bee 
killed of him,ina Dwxel/; to which end he is no ſooner 
ready, but he acquaints the Lady Emelia with his in- 
tended iourney , butnot with his reſolution to fight 
with Baretano,andthe ſame he doth to the Empreſle 
of his thoughts,and Queene of his deſires) Clara, de-; 
maunding her ifſhe pleaſe ro command him any ſer: 
uice for M;/las , who both bluſhing and paling here- 
at,her affection to Bareteno,hauing now made her ex- 
pert in the ſubriltics of loue, ſhe well knowes what 
wind driues A/bemare to Millan: and therefore gui- 
ded by diſcretion , and not by paſſion, ſhe returnes 
him this anſwer : That having neither reaſon not de- 
fire to command him,ſhe only prayes him to remem- 
ber her humble duety to her Father and mother, and 
ſo wiſheth his iourney proſperous : which anſwere 
of hers (being indeed no other then Albemare expe- 
ed) he yer nd to kiſſe her at parting, which 
her ciuility though not her affeftion granted him ; not 
ſo much as once dreaming or ſuſpeCting that he con- 
cciued the leaſt rhoughr or intent to tight with her 
ſwect Baretano, ando he takes horſe, hauvirg onely 
one ſcruant with him. 

Aibemare being arriued at. Saint Reme, a ſmall 
Towne within fifreene miles of Mz//ap, he reſolues to 
dine there, which he doth : and ro auoid the heate-of 
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the day, then betakes himſelfe to ſleepe an howre 
or two;being awaked,he commands his man to make 
ready his horſe, and ſeeing the Hoaſt ofthe houſein 
his chamber, enquires of him if there were any Gen- 
tlemen in the houſc riding for Millan, who as ſoone 
returnes him this vnlook'd for , and vnexpeRted an- 
ſwere; that there was a braue Gentleman in his houſe 
named Senior Baretano, who was to ride thither 
.ſome two houres hence, Albemart no ſooner heares 
the name of Bareteno , but his very heart blood fla- 
ſheth vp in his face, when demaunding him againe 
what manner of Gentleman he was, he told him he 
was atall{l:nder yong Gentleman, with ncuer a haire 
on his face, and our of this window quoth he , you 

may now ſee him walking in the garden, when Albe- 
| mare lookingfoorth, ſecs indens that it was his very 
riuall Baretano, when enquiring further of the Hoaſt 
what followers he had with him, hee told him thar 
then he had none, but ſometimes when he came thi- 
ther, either to take the ayre, orbreath his horſe, he 
was attended by two orthree,and ſo the Hoaſt leaues 
him , not once ſuſpeRting of any difference betweene 


brought to him, whom he formeriy reſolued to ſecke 
and find our,aſſumes a baſe and a bloody reſolutionto 
et vpon himin the high way diſguiſed, andrthere to 
yenter his ownelife, todepriue him of his: whichto 
effect he will haue nocye witneſſes ofthis his igno- 
ble and trecherous buſineſle ; and therefore purpoſe- 
ly ſends away his man to <4/i/lap before him, and ſo 
flipping intothe rowne,prouides himſelte of a maske 
or viſard; then takes his horſe, and rather like a theefe 
thena Gentlemman,lurkes behind a Groue(ſome three 


them. Albemare ſeeing his encmy (becauſe his riuall) | 


T” 


miles 


- 


_| wards him, he delivers him theſe words: Villaine it is 


'ming, who poore harmeleſſe young Gentleman, har- 


 affeRion to his faire and deare Clara, likewiſe takes 


| my who gaue it him, heisatfirſt asit were amazed 
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miles: from Saint Roxy) arrending Baretans's com- 


bouring and breathir.gno other thoughts and wiſhes 
then charitie toall the world , and pure and fervent 


his horfe, and drawes homeward toward 'Millar, 
when being arriued to the place where Albemart fe- 
cretly lay in ambuſh for him , he furiouſly and ſud- 
denly ruſherh foorth, and with his Rapicr drawen in 
his hand , runnes Baretrayo into his right arme, who 
feeling the wound almoſt as ſoone as he ſaw his ene. 


hereat'; when thinking him by his maske to be a Ban- 
detti, who were then very bufie in Lombardy, buteſpe- 
cially in that Dutchie of Mi//an, he told him that 
the coyne he h:d,which was ſome ten doublePiſtols 
ingold, and two Duckats in filuer, were at his ſer- 
uice , but to fight in his defence he would not : Not 
quoth he,that he was any way a Coward, but that he 
affirmed he was: lately aftanced- and ingaged to 4 
young Lady : ſo that he perfey knew that her affe- 
ion was ſo dczre and tender towards him, as either 
the loſſe or preferuation of his life would be that of 
hers : ©£Albemare galled and touch't to the quicke 
with this his heart killing anſwere tohim, is wholly | 
inflamed with choller againſt him, when ruſhing to- 


not thy gold bur thy life which I ſeeke, and*then 
ſtrayning himſelfe to runne Baretans thorow, loc 
the ſtring. of his Maske breakes, where Bardans 


apparently ſees it is his Rivall d/bemare - where- 
at ſuch 1s his tender affeftion to his ſweete and 


fayre Clare, that hee who before turned erauen , 
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and. would not fight, for his owne ſake, is now 
cheerefully reſolucd not onely to fight, bur if occaſi- 
on require, to dye for hers: and fo returning the vil- 
laine to Albemares throat, hee inſtantly drawes, and 
ioynes with him : and if Albemare be reſolute in figh- 
ting, no leſſe yaliant and couragious is Baretane; for 
the remembrance of his Clars's ſweet Idea, and freſh 
dclicious beaurie, infuſeth ſuch life to his valour, and 
ſuch generoſitic, and animoſitic to his courage, as he | 
deales his blowes roundly, and his thruſts freely, ma- 
king Albemareknow , that his Rapicr is of an excel- 
lent temper, and yet his heart of a em : And Albe- 
mare {ceing hee muſt buy his victory dearer then hee 
expeced,and diſdaining to be out-braued and beaten 
by a boy, pluckes vp his beſt ſpirits and courage to 
him, and C likewiſe bchaues himſelfe manfully and 
valiantly : in ſuch ſort, that within lefſe then a quar- 
ter of an houre, Baretano hath giuen him fiue wounds, 
| | andhe Barerawo three , when the Counrof Martingye 
paſſing that way in his Coach towards Milla», and 
ſeeing two Gentlemen ſo buſily fighting, he cryes our 
tohis Coach-man, to gallop away with all celcririe, 
and ſoparts them; when ſeeing them full of blood, 
ſweat, and duſt, hauing his Chyrurgion ſtill in his 
traine with him , he out of an honourable courtefie 
and charitie, intreats and accompanies them ro the 
next houſe, where he cauſeth their wounds to bee 
dreſt and bound vp; when by their apparellſceing 
them to be M;//aneſes, is deſirous to know their quar- 
rell, and profers his beſt aſſiſtance to reconcile and 
make them friends : but their hearts are ſo great, and 
their malice ſo implacable, as they both thanke the 


Count tor his noble courteſic,but beſeech himto h = 
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don them,in obſcuring theirnames and quarrell ; and 
yer he is ſonoble and generous, as he will not ſo leaue 
them , but ſeeing them ſhrewdly wounded (though 
not he thinks mortally) he for their greater .caſe and 
ſafctic , cauſcth rwo of his Gen:/emen ro mount their 
horſes, and takes them both vp into his Coach with 
him, and ſo brings them within the Gates of May, 
where after they had ſeucrally rendred him man 
thankes for his Courteſie and Honour , hee commends 
them both to their good Fortunes, and ſo leaues | 
them, | _ 

Baretawo and Albemare being thus arriued at Millan, 
they conceale their fighting,and ſokeepe their cham- 
bers, till they haue ſecured their wounds, when Albe- 
are vilits Capello and his Lady Caſtiana, & reports to 
them the health & dutic of their daughter;as alſo her 
auerſneſſe towards him, and withall ſhewes her Bare- 
tand's two Letters to her , wherby it is apparant, that 
ſhe is ſo whelly his,as he himſelfe is ſure neuer ro ob- 
taine.or enioy her. Her fatherand mother arthefirſt 
ſeeme ro hangtheir heads at this newes,and the:pern; 
fall of the Letters ; but at laſt bid him nor deſpaire, 
but be-couragious, for he and onely hee ſhall be their 
ſonne in law. But Albemare conſidering that for the 
tearme of at leaſt fixe moneths, he Camelion-like had 
| onely been fed with the ayre of theſe their vainepro- 
| miſes,and that he perfectly knew that Clars onely in- 
tended to marry Baretano, and none but him, his loue 
to her was ſotender and feruent , as hee cannot con- 
\ ceiue the ſhadow of any hope how to obtaine her for | 
his wifc in this world, before hee haue {crit Baretans 
into another, when bcing conſtant in his reſolution 
| thereof to lumſclte , becauſe hee was reſolurean his 
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conſtancy and affeion to Clara : no reaſon, noReli. 

ion, not his Conſcience, not his Soule, .can diuert 
Fin from this bloody defigne, from thismurtherous 
and therefore damnable proiet: Feeding therefore 
en Malice,and boyling with Regenge towards Bare- 
tano, he not asa Gentleman, bur rather degenerating 
from the vertue and honour of that honourable de- 
gree and qualitie, bethinkes himſelfe citherby piſtoll 
orpoyſon how hee may treachcrouſly diſpatch him : 
whereon ruminating and pondering ( as malice and 
reuenge may perchance ſlumber,bur difficultly ſleep) 
the Dey who is neuer abſent in ſuch helliſh ſtrata- 
gems and occaſions, giues him meanes (though by a 
contrary courſe) how to diſpatch him : For ona day 
deſcending the ftayres of the Domo, hee ſees Pedro, 
and Leonards, (two Souldiers, or rather Braves of the 
Caſtle of Pavxis) paſſe by him, with whom hee had 
been formerly acquainted,but ſo poorely apparelled, } 
as weighing their bloody humours by their neceſſi- 
ty, he (in fauour of money) thinkes them very fir 4- 
gents and Inſtruments, to murther and make away Ba- 
retans, to which end,to play the PradFique part as wel 
as the T heorique , & ſoto reduce this his bloudy con- 
contemplation into aQion, hee ſends his man Yaleris 
after them, and prayes them to repaire to him in the 
Cloyſters of Borromeos Palace, for that he hath a buſi- 
nefle to impart them of great importance for their 
profits. Yalerio ouertakes them , deliuers them his 
maſters pleaſure; who netled with this word Profit, 
they repayre to the Rendenous , and meet Albemare z 
when hauing refreſhed their acquaintance, and hee 
{worne them to ſecrecy, he as a wretched and perfi- 
dious Gentleman , acquaints them with his defire, 


ſome 
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fome ten dayes hence to haue them murther Sejg-! 
wier Baretano mthe ſtreet by night; and togine it out, 
that ic was done by ſome Spenyaras of the Yiceroyes 
Guard, and that he will give them an hundred Duc- 
katons in hand, and leaue them as much -more with 
his man Yalerio,which they ſhal receive of him,when 
they haue diſpatcht him, and for his owne part,ſome 
foure or fiue dayes hence he will away for Modena, 
to caſt the better varniſh and colour that hee was in- 


! nocent thereof, and had no finger at-all in the bu- 
lineſle. 


, Pedro and Leonardo, ſceing that Albemare proffe- 
redthem gold, which they ſo much wanted and defi- 
red; like two limbes of the Deuill, and as a coupke of 


helliſh Blood-hounds,not only promiſe, but ſwear to | 


him punRually,in al reſpeQts to performe his defires, 
& ſo they touch their firſt hundredDuckatons, which 


being the pledg & price of innocEt blood,it wil aſſu- 


redly coſt them deare, and draw downe verigeance , 
ruine & confuſion on their heads from heauen, when 
they leaſt think or dreame thereof, Albemare having 
ſetled this his bloody:and'mournfull buſinefſe with 
Pedro and Leonardo, he is againie folicited by Capelis, 


and Caſtians, to returne to their daughter in Modens : | 
wherunto be willingly confentethy armed with | 


their Letters to her, wherin charge her on their 


t 
commands & bleſſing, to diſpoſe herſelferoaffet&| 


marry him; he within foure dayes departeth. But ha- 


uing ſecretly reuealed his fightwith Barefanorofome || 


of Capella, his-chicfeſt and moſt confident/ſeruants, 
they yetlaue and tionourtheir young Lady Clark fo 


well inherabſence, as they ſend her the true relarion|| 


and intelligence thereof , which is at Modena a little 
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before 4ibemare, tha which beigg mknowne to him, 
heisno ſooner arriued there, but hee ſalutes firſt the 
Aunt Emilis, then her Neeceand his Miftris, Clara: to | 
whom hauing deliuered her Parents Letrers, ſhe ſtep- 
ping alideto the window, reades them; and ſo retur- | 
ning-tohim. agaive , (gives him this ſharpe and bit- | 
ter welcome : My father and mother commanund mee to 
loue thee; but how can 1, ſith pon the high way, thou 
baſely. aud treacher ouſly attempted#i to kill my deare Ba-/ 
retano, whoy1 lone 4 theuſand times dearer then the 
wholeworld ? when with teares in her eyecs,and chol- 
lerin her lookes, ſhee very ſuddenly and paſſionately 
fings from him, whereat Emilia wondreth , and hee 
both ſtormes and grieues; and ſo they betake them. 
ſclues.ts their chambers , where Abemarethrowing 
himſelfe on his bed, ſayth thus ro himſelfe : Vnkind 
and cruell Clare, if thou take my fighting with Bare- 
tanothus tenderly , how wilt thay kethe newes 
| {of his death £--On the other ſide, Clar prieues as 
much at her Beretans's wounds, as ſhee retoyceth at 
his ſaftic and recouery ; yea,ſo tender is her affetion 
to him;as ſhe a thouſand tirmes wiſhes, that the blood 
hee loſt, had ſireamed from her owne heart. Againe, 
knowing his wounds free from danger, ſhee cannot! 
but ſmile, anddelight to ſee his deare and true affeRi- 
an to her, in remembring that he would not fight for 
hisowne ſake," and yet was ready, yea and valiantly 
hazarded to looſchis life for hers ;. and intheſe amo- 
rous conceits & contemplations ſhee penſively driues 
| away the time , admiring and: wondring that all this 
whilc ſhee heares not from her Beretazo: But alas, 
| las ! ſhee ſhall hearetoo too ſoone of him,though 
| indeed neuer more from him: for theſe"execrable 
| Wret- | 


I” 


| wreches, Pedrs and Leonardo, ſome foure dayes after 
Albemares departare to Modes, they according ro 
their promiſe and aath giuen him, like rwo moſt 
bloody and butcherlyvillaines,” cruely- affaulti and 
murther this harmeleſſe and innocent young 'Gen- 
tleman Barev4o , in the ſtreets of cAlilies by night, 
with no leſſe then ſeuen:ſeuerall wounds; whereof 
foure were cleane thorow his. body; and: ſo giues it 
out(asit was formerly concluded) that hee wasmurs- 
thered by ſome Spaniards of the Yiceroges Guard - 
when the ſame night they repaire ro Yaleris,acquainr 
him therewith , recciue their other hundred Ducka, 
rons,and ſo prouide for their ſaferie in the citic + but 
that bloody money , and this cruell murther, will in 
the end colt them dearer, theneither they imagine, or 
| dreame of. MET 6 7) 1s f| 
Whiles At;4an ratleth with the newes of 'Baretane's 
bloody and vntimely end, as his owne friends infinit> 
ly lament and grieve, ſo Capel and his wife Caſtiand 
cannot refraine from reioycing therear, as how afſa 
ring themſclues that. Albemare ſhall ſhortly bee the 
' ſonne in. law : and for Faleris, hee with all poſſibl 
ſpeed writes away thereof to Modens, to his Maſter, 
who,emertaines/thisnewes with'infinite ioy and d; 
letation, and; preſently acquaints the Lady Zmili 
therewith, whereat ſhe reioyceth,and he triumphes; 
but they both reſolue as yet to conceale it fromClara, 
becauſe they know ſhe wil even diſſolne and mefx intg 
\ teares therat, But foure'dayes after are'iot fully expi+ 
red,bur her farther & mother advertiſe their daughter 
Clara, their liſter Emilia, and Albemare thereof, by a 
Gentleman, ſeruant of. theirs , whomthey purpoſe; 
ly ſend to Mvdeva, ro bring backs C/ara,andAterrert 
| N 2 to 
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to-Millen. Butit is fornone but Louers, to conceiuc 
or iudge', with what extreatne exceſle of gricfe and 
|imnmoderate ſorrow ourpoore Clara vnderitands this 
\heartipicrcing newes of her Baretand's mournfull and 
ſorrowfull death :. for ſhee is no ſooner advertiſed | 
thereof; but thee throwes off her attyre, teares her 
 thayre;andtwicefallowing falles to' the ground in a 
ſwound,fo'as Emilie, Albemare, Adriana, and her fa- 
.thers Gentleman can hardly referch and keepe life in 
| her : but being come againe to her ſenſes and felfe, 
and faintly opening her cloudy eyes to the beames of 
the Sunne, who enamoured of her beautic (as well in 
pitic as Joue) came to comfort 'and revinie her : ſhee 
wringing her hands, then croſhng her armes, and 
laRly, looking vp towards Heawen , betwixt fighing 
and ſpcaking, breathes forth theſe mournfull, paſſio. 
' [nate, and affectionate ſpeeches : | 
O my Baretane, my ſweet and Ceare Baretano, and 
ſhall chy wretched Clare line thou being dead £ when 
the violenec-of her affection and forrow making her 
forget her 4nd her. God, the feerctly vnſheathes- 
her knife, andthen and thete would haueſtabbed her 
. [ſelfe to death, had not CAkemare and her Aunt Emi- 
{za ſpeedily ſtepe tro heraſbſtance, and prevented her, 
by wreſting it'ftrom her, when:conduQting herto the 
Garden, to take the ayre, ſhee prayes Albemare to 
leaue her, and in his abſence often againe repeating 
the name of her deare Baretans, ſhe a | cr er. 
wiſheth that her life had ranſomed his , vowing that 
alchough ſhe were a woman,yerif ſhe knew his mur- 
| therers, ſhee would flieto theireyes, and tearc out 
their hearts, in meere reuenge of his inhumane and 
- | cruell death : when her: forrawes are fo infinire, _ 
r 


| 
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| takes on mourning attire, and yowes to weare it a 


| buried, and there bedewes his rombe with her teares, 
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her griefe ſo vnſl ng erm 4 as ſhee cannot long re- 
main in one place, but withdrawes her ſelfe from rhe 
garden to her chamber, whither her Aunt Emilie 
carefully accompanies her, lies with hcr that nighe to 


ther can nor will becomforted : fo as the next mor- 
ning, had not her Aunt powerfully preuented/and 
ſtopped her , ſhee had then vndoubtedly entredthe 
Naxxery ot her owne name, Saint'C/ars, andiin'thar. 
retyred and obſcure life there ended her dayes in Mo- 
dena;reſoluing intruc affetion and zeale to her dead 
Baretano, neuer thenceforth cither toſee her parents, 


ſome Diuines, and many Ladies of that Cirie y ſhee 


much ſolicitation) aftcr ten dayes, permitSherſelfe 
ro be conueyed home to Millan, where although hee 
were very cheerefully:recciued, & ioyfully-entertai- 
ned of herfatherand mother , yer the likewiſe went 
nerre-to hauertheremewecd her ſelfe vpa ſpiritual 
fiſter in the Numnery of the Annunciation; but that 
againe ſhe was preuented': wherear grieving, ſhe' yet 


whole yeare for his ſake: when to make herdelfe (as 
ſhoe was } both a true Louer, and'atruc;mournexto 
the memory of her dead Baretano , ſhee oftentimes 
ſteales into Saint Ewphemias Church, where hee was 


living ſopenſiucly, and diſconſolarely;tbatalthough 
ſhe liucin the world jyert.it ſcemesſhontithesis, nor- 
long will be of the world... + | 


But as women are but-women, and as Time .is a ſo. 


or Millan: but being diverted arid comforted by | 


comfort her , who poore atflited young Lady, ney- | 


| 


brooking her ſorrowes as paticntly as ſhe may, (with | ' 


ucraigne remedy for all difcaſes and ſarrowes:; 10 
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abour ſome ten moneths after , the-inceſſant impor- 
cunitic of her father and mother, and the continuall 
tender reſpeR and obſeruant courtelic of Albemare 
towards: her, make her fomewhatnegleRand forget 
the memory of Baretano, and now to looke on him 
| with a more pleaſing and fauourable eye then before. 
But here (againe) a conſideration makes her affeion 
dyetowards 4lbemare, almoſt as ſooneas it beginnes 
to line: For why (quoth ſhee) ſhould ſhee affeR or 


ſeucrall wounds £ But then Loue againe ſteps in,and 
thus pleads with her for 4{emare : Thar he received 
five wounds,andgaue Baretano but three, which made 
him loſe far more blood then Baretazo : and yet that 
chis atrempt of his was I ſtoned through his 
affeRionto her , and oncly tor her ſake, as lowng her 
dearer then his owne life; which againe gaue her 
thoughts ſuch ſatisfation, as weighed downe and 
vanquiſhed,as well by the and prayers of her 
parents, asalſo by the endleſle fighes, letters, and 
preſents of 4lbemare: the yearc is no ſooner cxpired, 
and her mourning weeds and attire done away , but 
ro their owne hearts content, and the vnſpeakableioy 
of their parents, they in Millax ( with great pompe 
and branery) are very ſolemnly maried. But this ma- 
riage of theirs ſhall not praoue ſo proſperous as-they 
| expeR and hope: For God in. his all-ſeeing Prows. 


ſerchitie thereof, and to: make them feele rhe ſharpe 

and bitter ſhowers of affliction and miſery , which 

briefly doth thus ſurpriſe and betall them. 
Albemare and Clays, haue hardly been marricd to- 


gether a yeare and quarter, bur bis hore loue begins 


loue him, whoat Saint Remy gaue her Baretanethree | 


dence, hath decreed to diſturbe the tranquilitic, and: 


| 


t 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
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to waxe cold and frozento her; yea,albecir ſhee af- 
feed him truely andtenderly , yet hee continually 
negleQing her,and no longer delighting in the ſweet- 
neſſe of her youth, and the freſhneſſe of her beaurie, 
his luſtfoll eyes and thoughts carry his laſcjuious 
ſelfe abroad among Courte7avs, when they ſhould be 
fixed on her, and refident at home with his chaft and 
faire Leay - ſo as his infidelitie proouing her griefe 
and torments, and his vanitic and ingratirude.her yn- 
ſpeakeable afflition,and vexation, ſhee with infinite 
fighs and teares,repents her matching him,&athou- 
ſand times wiſheth ſhe had been ſo happy and bleſſed 
to haue dyed Bareteno's Martyr, and not fo vnfortu- 
nate and accurſed to liue to ſee her ſelfe CA/bemares 
wife : and yet were there any hope of his reformati- 
on, ſhee could then prefixe bounds to hercalamirics 
and ſorrows: Bur ſceing that his vices grew with his 
age,and that euery day he became more vitious &vn- 
kind to her then other, her hopes are now wholly tur- 
ned into deſpaire, her mirth into mourning ; yea, her 
inward diſcontents ſo apparantly bewray themſelues 
in her outward ſforrowfull complexion and counte- 
nance . that the Roſcs of her cheekes are metamor- 
phoſed into Lillies, and her heart ſo wholly raken vp 
with anguiſh, and ſurprized with ſorrow, as ſhe wiſh- 
eth that her bed were her graue, and her ſelfe in Hea- 
uen with God; becauſe thee could find no comfore 
heere on Earth with her husband : But beyond her 
expeQation, God is prouiding to redreſle her griefe, 
and to remedy her afflitions by a very ſtrange and 
vnlooked for accident, | 
The Pronidence and Inftice of God,doth now againe 
refetch bloody Pedro, to at another part vpon the 
| Stage 
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Stage and Theatre of this Hifory : For hauing ſpent 
that money lewdly , which he before gor damnably 
of Albemare, his wants are ſogreat, and his neceſ- 
fitie ſovrgent,as hauing played the murthererbefore, 
hemakes no conſcience nor ſcruple now to play the 
thicfe : and ſo by nightbreakes incoa Iewellers ſhop, 
named Signior Fiamats , dwelling in —_— place 
before the Domo, and there carries away from him, a 
ſmall Trunke or Casket , wherein were ſome vncut 
Saphyrs and Emeralds, with ſome Yenice Chriſtall 
for Ladics to weare in their eares,and other 
rich commodities : but F;amata lying ouer his ſhop, 
and hearing it, and locking his dooreto him for feare 
of hauing his throat cur, giues the out-cry and alarum 
footh the window, which ringing in the ſtreets,make 
ſome of the neighbours,and alſo the watch approach 
and afſemble ; where finding Pedrs running with a 
Caxketvnder his arme, he is preſently hem'din, a 
prehended and impriſoned, and the Casker mole 
from him, and againe reſtored to Fiamate ; when 
knowing that he ſhaldie for this robbery,as a juſt pu- 
niſkment & iudgement of God,now ſent him for for- 
merly murthering of Baretano, he hauing no other 
hope to eſcapedeath but by the means of Albemare, 
he ſends earely the next morning for his man Yaleris, 
to cometo the priſon to him;gwhom he bids to tel his 
maſter Albemare from him, that being ſure to be con- 
demned for this robberie of his, if he procure him 
nathis pardon,he will not charge his ſoule any lon- 
ger with the murther of Bareravo, but will onthe lad- 
der reucale how it was hee who hired himſclfe and 
Leonardo — it ; Yelerio reporting this to his 
maſter, it affrights his thoughts, and terrifies = con- 
. ſcience 
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ſcience and courage, to ſee himſelfe reduced to this 
miſery, that no lefſe then his life muſtnow ſtand to 
the mercy of this wretched varlet Pedro's _—— 
knowing it impofible to obtaine a pardon for him, 
and therefore high time to prouide for his owne ſafe- 
ty,by ſtopping of Pedr#'s mouth; he reſolues to heaue 
Oſſavpon Pelton, orto adde murther to murther,and 
now to poyſon him in priſon , whom he had former- 
ly cauſed to murther Barerano inthe ſtreet, ro the end 
hemight tell no tales on the ladder, thinking it no in- 
| gratitude or finne,bur rather a iuſt reward and recom- 
penſe for his former bloody ſeruice ;ſoto feed Pedro 
with falſe hopes thereby to charme his tongue to fi- 
lence, and to lull his malice aſlcepe, he ſpecdily re-' 
turnes Yaleris to priſon to him, who bids him feare' 
| —_ , for that his maſter hath vowed to get him 
his pardon,as he ſhall more effeually heare fr6 him 
that night: whereat Pedroreioyceth and triumpheth, 
telling Yalerio that his maſter Albemare is the moſt 
generous and braueſt Caualier of Lombardy. But to 
nip his ioyes in their vntimely bloſſomes , and to di- 
ſturbe the harmony of his falſe content , that very 
day as _ as oy _ m—_ _ is tryed =_ 
arraigned before his Iudges ; a parantly 
conuicted and found at of this My he is by 
them adiudgedto be ed thenext mornc,at a gib- 
ber Cy to be err before Fiamate's houſe, 
where he committed his deli and crime : which iuſt 
ſentence not onely makes his ioy ſtrike ſaile to ſor- 


row,butalſo his prideand hopes let fall the Peacocks | 
plumes to humilitie and feare : Bur his onely truſt | 
and comfort, yea,his laſt hope & refuge is in Albema- | 


ted 


re,who hearing him to be condemned, to be execu- | 


| 
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:- ted the next morning: he is enforced toplay his bloo. 
dy priſe that night,and ſointhe cucning ſends Valerio 
to priſonto him with a Capon,and two Fiaſcoes (or 
bottles} of wine, for him to make merry, informing 
him that he hath obtainedbis pardon, and thar it is 
written, and wants nothing butthe 77ceroyes ſigne to | 
ir, which he ſhall haue tomorrow at breake of day. | 
But the wine of one of the bottles was intermixed | 
with ſtrong and deadly poyſon , which was ſo cun- 
ningly tempered, as it carried no diſtatefull, buta | 
pleaſing reliſhto the pallare : Yaleriolike an execrable | 
villaine,proving as true a ſeruant to his maſter,as a re- | 
bellious and falſe one to his God, ke puncually per- | 
formes this fcarefull and mourncfull buſineſſe;and ha- 
uing made Pedro twice drunke , firſt with his good 
newes, and then with his poyſoned wine, hee takes 
leaue of him thatnight, and committing him to his 
reft, promiſeth to be with him very early in the mor- 
ning with his pardon. When this miſerable and beaſt- 
| ly prophane wretch,neuer thinking ofhis danger, or 
eath;of God,or his ſoule; of heauen,or hell, berakes 
himſelfe to his bed , wherethe poyſon ſpreading ore 
his vitall parts, ſoone bercaue him of his breath, fen- 
ding his ſqule from this life and world to another. 
Now the next morning very early as the Gaoler 
came to his chamber, robid him prepare to his exc- 
cution, he finds him dead and cold in his bed;and thus 
| was the miſerable end of this bloody and inhumane 
murtherer (and theefe) Pedro: . who yet for example 
ſake was one whole day hang'd by the heeles in his 
| {| ſhirt, at his appointed place of execution; becaule his 
| |} Tudges deemed that he had cruclly poyſoned and 
| made away himſclfe. And now doth Albemare a- 


; gaine | 
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gaine reioyce and triumph to ſec he hath auoyd 
that dangerous ſhelfe and racke, whereon he was ve- 
likely to haue ſuffred ſhipwracke,yea,and now hee 
chinkes himſelfe fo abſolutely ſafe and ſecure; as hee 
' | holds it impoſſible that either his murthering of Bu- 
retano , Or his poyſoning of Pedro can any way reflet 
on him, or hencefoorth produce him any further 
ſtormes or tempeſts: but his hopes and ioyes will de- 
cciue him, for God who is the infallibler of 
innocent blood, will not ſo leaue him , but w_ , 
when he leaſt thinkes or dreames thereof, not onely 
in his prouidence dere theſe his foule crimes, but 
in his 1uſtice ſcuerly puniſhthem,and the Readers cu- 
riofitie ſhallnot goe farre to ſee it; for as to a guiltic 
conſcience,it is the pleaſure ofthe Lord,that one mi- 
ſery befall him inthe necke and nicke of the other, ſo 
Albemare is no ſooner freed of Pedroin Nillan, but be- 
hold, hee is afreſh intangled and affaulrted with Leo- 
narde (his other hired murtherer) in Pavia : who ha- 


——_— 


uing their prodigally riotedaway his hundred Duc-| 


katons,and alſo run himſelfe farre in debt; his Credi- 
tors ioyne together, and fo = him priſoner, where 
hauing no other hope for his freedome and libertie, 
but to relic on Albemare,he writes him a letter to Mrl- 
lan, wherein he acquaints him with his pouerty and 
miſery, and prayes him (fer the obrayuing of his li- 
berty) cither to lend or giue him fifry Duckatons: AL 
bemare recciues this letrer , but forgetting his former 
ſeruice, as alſo thinking it onely a fetch of Leonards 
*ro fetch him ouer for ſ@ many Duckatons, as God 
| would haue it,he very incon{iderately burnes this his 
letter, and anſwereth it with Gilence : bur he ſhall re- 
pent it, when it will be too late, and out of his power 
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Leonardo hauing at leaſt fifteene dayes expeRed an 
anſwere from A /bemare, and receiuing nonegheis cx- 
treamely incenſed and inraged to ſee himſclfe thus 
ſleighted and forgotten of him,when exaſperated by | 
his miſery, and animated by his extream poucrty and| 
indigence, in that he is now enforced to fell away his 
apparell, and ſo tovncloth his backe, thereby to feed 
his belly,he intends no more to requeſt and pray him, 
but now reſolues to touch him to the quicke, the 
which he doth in theſe few lines which he ſends 
him to Mil/an by a meſſenger of purpoſe: 


F my firſt letter preuayled not with thee for the laane or 
E# of fifty D ucatons,to free me from this my miſerable 
impriſonment, 1 makeno doubt but this my ſecond will, for 
being 4 Souldier, 1 gine thee to underſtand, that 1 hold it 
farre more generous to hange then ſtarue ;, ſth as a halter 
is onely the beginning of my friends ſorrowes : ſoit will 
likewiſe be the end of all mine owne miſerics : yea , if thou 
ſpeedily furnifh and accompliſh not my Es 
coſt me my life , Twill no longer corceale how thou diddeft 
hire Pedro and my ſelfe for two hundred Duckatons to 


wee performed. Thinke then how neere my frerefe con- 
cernes thy life, ſith when 1 ſuffer death, 1 know thou ha#t 
but a ſhort and poore time lefs thee to ſurnine mee : T here- 
forethanke thy felſe.if thy ingratitude tarne my affettion 
into contempt,and that into revenge and malice. 
LEONARDO. 


Now although Zeonerde meane not as hee write, 
yer this his meſſenger comming to Millen, and not |. 


finding | 
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finding Albemare at his houſe,” hee knowes not(and is 
reſolute)whatto doe, citherto ſtay his comming in, 
or to deliuer his Letter to ſome of his ſeruants: But 
-wayting at his doore tiltlate inthe cuening, and hea- 
ringnonewesof eg itto Yaleris;and(with- 
out telling him from whom, or whence it came) 
rayes him ſafely to deliver itto his Maſter, and that 
ce will repaire rhither the next moming for an 
anſwer. Yaterioclaps the Letter into his pocket, 'a- 
wayting his maſters comming: but hee is ſo bad 
[a husband to hinſelfe, and ſo difloyall, and vt+ 
kinde a one to his chaſtc and faire wife, as hee was 
out all night with his Courtifans., which good and 
yertuous Lady, cuen pierceth her heart with griefe 
and ſorrow. . Now Yaleris ſceing his Maſter abſent , 
his- comming incertaine, and himſfelfe inforced to 
goe fooorth about his affaires, he placeth the Lerter 
vpon a Cupboard neere his maſters ſtudy, thar-it 
might be apparant to his eye when he camein, and ſo 
departs. t 
Bur here the mercy and providence of God invites 
the Chriſtian Reader., to admire and wonderat the 
ſtrange diſcouery and detection of this-Letter:: for 
as eAlbemare ( more for ſport then charitie ) kept a 


indeed was ſo naturally pecuiſh, as not Mila, hard- 
ly 7taly, could match him for fimplicitie, Ir fo chan- 
ced,thar this harmeleſfle foole gate into the roome af- 
ter Yalerio,and ſaw him put vp this Letter on the cup- 
board : Now, as Children and Fooles may in ſome 
ſort be tearmed couſin germaine to Apes, ſo as ſoone 
as Y alerio was departed, this foole ( no doubr ledde 
wholly by thedirection and finger of God,rather _= 
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man-foole of ſome fortie yeres old in his houſe, who 
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by his owne proper ignorance and fimplicitie ) gets 
p- the chamber, and taking a heakatendabe 
Cupboard, he brings away the Letter,which both.in 
the hall and yard he rofles and dandles in his hand, as- 
if this newe found play gaue delight and content to 
his extrauagant and ſimple thoughts : when , behold 
our ſweet and vertuous Clars comming from Saint 
Ambroſe Church, where ſhe had been to here Yeſpres, 
and ſeeing a faire letter faſt ſealed in the fooles hand, 
ſhee enquires of him from whence hee had it * who 


ing and hopping , and ſtill playing with the Let- 
= thee could get no other mfocee from him, but 
T bat it was his Letter,and that God had (ent it him,that 
God had ſentit him : which ſpeeches of his, he often 
redoubled. When Clare weighing his wordes, and 
conſidering out of whoſe mouth they came,her hearr 
inſtantly began to grow , and her colour to riſe, as if 
God and her ſoule prompted her, that ſhee had ſome 
intereſt in that letter: wherupon ſnatching it from the 
foole, whom ſheleft crying in the Hall for the loſle 
therof: ſhe ſeeing it direRed ro her Husband, goes to 
the parlor,a by Adriera, & there ſitting down 
in achaire,& breaking vp the ſcales therof, ſhe begins 
to read it;but when ſhe drawstowards the concluſion 
thereof,and finds that it was her husband Albemare's 
who had cauſed her deare Louer and Friend Baretano 
 robemurthered : then nor able to containe her ſelfe 
for ſorrow, ſhe throwes her ſelfe on the loore, and 
weepes and ſighes ſo mournfully , as the moſt obdu» 
rateſt and flintieſt heart could not chooſe but relent 
into piricto ſee her : for ſometimes ſhee lookt yp to 
heauen , and then againe deieRing her eyes tocarth, 
now wringing herhands,and then crofling herarmes, 


in 
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in ſuch diſconſolate and afflited manner, as Adriane 


could nor likewiſe refraine from teares to behold 
her : when after a deepe and profound ſilence, thee 


ed ſighes into the ayrc, ſhee commaunding TAdrians 
forth,the doorec ſhut,with;theewo,cxtremities of paſ> 
fion and ſorrow,ſhe alone vtters theſe mournfull ſpee: 
ches to her ſelfe : | 

And ſhall Clars live to, vnderſtand, that her Bore: 
taxs was murthered for her ſake, and by her vnfartu- 
nate husband £Mlbemare ? and ſhall ſhe any morelye 
in bedde with him, who ſo inhumanely hathlayen 
him in his vntimely and bloody graues, And Clora; 
Clara,wilt thou prooue ſo vngratefull to his memory; 
and tothe tender affetion he bore thee , asnot to la- 
ment, not to ſeeke to reuenge this his difaſterous and 
cruell end 2 when againe, her tearcs interrupting her 
words , and her ſighes her-teares; ſhee entringintoa 
further conſultation with her thoughts 2nd Conlci- 
ence, her heart and her ſoulec at laſt continues her 
ſpcech in this manner ; O, but vnfortunate and wret- 
ched Clara, what ſpeakeſt thou of reuenge 2 for con- 
ſider with thy ſelfe,yea forget not to conſider, Bare- 
14n0 was but thy friend; Albemartis thy husband; the 
firſt loued thee in hope to marry thee, but thou art 
mariedto the ſecond, and therefore thou muſt loue 
him, and although his ingratitude and infidelitic to- 
wards thee,make him vnworthy of thy affeRion, yer 
ye two are bur one fleſh, and therefore conſider, that 
malice is a bad aduocare, and reuenge a worſe Iudge: 
But here againe remembring what a foule and odious 
crime murther was in the fight of the Lord that the 
diſcoucry thereof infinitely tended to his glory and 


honour 


bandying and cuaporating many volleys of far fetch-| 
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honour , and'that the poore Foole was doubtleſſe in- | 
ſpired from heauen, to affirme that God ſent the let- 
ter : ſhe knowes that her bonds of conſcicnceto her 
Saviour , muſt exceed and giue a law to thoſe of her 
dutie towards her husband ; and therfore preferri 
Heauenbefore Earth, and God before her Husb 

ſhee immediately calles for her Coach , and goes di- 
realy to Baretans's Vnckle , Seignior Gionan de Mante- 
fiore,and with ſighes andteares ſhewes himthe letter, 
who formerly, though invaine, had moſt curiouſly 
and exaQly hunted to diſcouer the murtherers of his 
Nephew. Montefrore firſt reads the letter with teares, 
then with ioy ; and then turning rowards the Lad 
Clers,he commends her zeale and Chriſtian fortitude | 
towards God,in fſhewing her how much the diſcouery 
of this murther tended to his glory ; and ſo preſently 
ſends away forthe Preſident Crimixell, who immedi- 
atly repayring thither, hee acquaints him therewith, 
ſhewes him the Letter, and prayes him to examin the 
Lady Clars thereon ; which with much modeſty and | 
equitic he doth , and then returnes with her to her 
houſe, and there likewiſe examineth the Foole where 
hee had the Letter : who out of his inciuilitie and 
ſimplicitie,takes the Preſident by the hand,and bring- 
ing him to the Cupboard, tells him, Here God ſent the 
Letter ,and here 1 found him : when Y aleriobeing pre- 
ſent, and imagining by his Ladies heauy and ſor- 
rewfull countenance, that this Letter had perhaps 
brought her into ſome affliion and danger, he loo- 
ng on the diretion of the Letter; as alſo on the 
Scale, he reucales both to the Preſident, and his La- 
dy , that he recciued that Letter from one whom hee 


| 


| knew not, and that he lefrit purpoſely onthe Cup- | 


board 
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board for his Maſter againſt his comming. The Preſ;- 

dent being fully ſatisfied herein, admires at Gods = 
uidence,reuciled in the fimplicity of this poore harm- 
leſſe foole, in bringing this Letter, which brought 
the murther of Baretenoto light (when knowing that 
God doth many times raiſe vp the fooliſh and weake 
to confound the wiſe & mightie things of the —_— 
he preſently grants outa Commiſſion to appreh 
LAlbemare, who being then found in bed with Afari- 
4, one of the moſt Beauties, and reputed|- 
Courtczans of Mil/ay : Hee both aſtoniſhed; and a- 
mazed, by the iuſt iudgement of God, is drawen 
from his beaſtly pleaſures and adulteriesto priſon : 
where being charged co haue hyred Pedro and Leo- 
nardoto haue murthered Barerans, he ſtourly denyes 
it.But Leonardo's letter beirig read him,and he there- 
on adiudged to the Racke, his Soule and Conſcience 
ringing him many thundring peales of terrour, hee 
there at large confeſſeth it : when for. this foule and 
bloody fact of his, hee the ſame afternoone is con- 
demned to be hanged the next morming, at the com- 
mon place of Exccution , which adminiſtreth matter 
of talke,and admirationthroughout all Ai/ax, when 
Sericants are likewiſe ſent away to Pasia, to bring 
Leonards to Mallew, whonot ſo much as once dreamt 
or thought that cucr this his letter would haue pro- 
duced him this danger and miſery. 

And now Albemare aduertiſed of the manner how 
this Letter of Leonardo was brought tolight, (with- 
out m_ vp to Heauen from whence this ven- 
geance iuſtly befell him for his ſinnes ) he curſeth the 
crucltie of his wife, the ſimplicitic of the foole,but - 
moſt bitterly exclaymeth againſt theremiſſenefſeand 
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careleſneſſe of his ſeruant7alerio, in riot retayning 
and keeping that letter,which is the only cauſe of his 
death : yea, hee isſo farre tranſported with choller 
againſt him, as although he haue bur a few houres to 
live,yet he vowes he wil afſuredly cry quittance with 
him erchedie. _ | 

Now: the: charitic of his Iudges fend him'Diuines 
that night in priſon, to prepare and cleare his con- 


| ſcience, and to confirme and fortifie his ſoule againſt 


the morne, in bis laſt conflit with the world, and her 
flight andtranſmigrationto beanen; who powerful- 
ly and OP admoniſhing him, that if hee haue 
committed any other notorious offence or crime, he 
ſhould now doe well to reuealeit : He likewiſe there 
and then confeſſeth, how he had-canſed his man Ya- 
lcris to poyſon- Pedro with winein prifon, the very 
night before he was executed : whereupon this bloo- 
dy andexecrable wretch (according to his helliſh de- 
ſerts)is likewiſe apprehended and impriſoned. - 

| And now Geas mercyand iuftice brings this vnfor- 
tunatc (becauſe irreligious) Gentleman Albemare to 
receiue condigne puniſhment for thoſe his two horri. 
ble taurthers, which he had cauſed ro bee committed 
onthe perſons of Baretano and Pedro, who aſcending 
the ladder in preſence of a world of ſpeators , who 
flocked from all parts of the Citie to fee him take his 
laſt farewell of the world : The ſight and remem- 
branceof hisfoule crimes,hauing now made him nor 
onely ſorrowfull, but repentanr, he briefly delivered 
theſe few words : 

He confeſſed, that he had hired Pedroand Leonardo 
ro kill Baretaxo inthe ſtreet , and ſeduced his ſeruant 
V alerio to poyſon Pedro in priſongwherot with _ 

griefe 
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gricfe and contrition hee heartily red himſelfe, 
and beſought the Lord to forgiueit him ; he likewiſe 
 beſought Leonardoand Yaleris to forgiue him, in re- 
ſpeR hee knew he was the cauſe of their deaths ; be- 
cauſe hee was ſurethey ſhould not long ſurujue him. 
He likewiſe forgaue his Foole, as being aſſured,that it 
was not he in the Lerter,but God in him that had re- 
uealed the Letter for his iuſt puniſhment and confu. 
ſion, And laſtly, he with many teares forgaue his wife 
and Lady Clars , whom he affirmed from his heart, 
was by | too vertuousfor ſo diſſolute and vild an 
husband as himſelfe. He blamed himſclfe, for negle- 
Qing to loue herzand curſed hisQueanes and Courte- 
zans, as being the chief cauſe of all hismiſcrics, when 
requeſting all that were preſent topray for his ſoule, 
he was turned off. »þ 
Bur his Indges ſeeing that he had added murtherto 
murther , they held ir Iuſticeroadde puniſhment to |_ 
his puniſhment; and ſo he isnoſooner cut downe, but | 
they cauſe his body to be burnt, and his aſhes to bee 
co—_ into the ayre, which is accordingly perfor- 
mea, | 
Now,becauſe the Zord in his Iuſtice,will puniſh aſ- | | 
well the Agents as the Authors of murther : whiles 
Albemare is aQting the laſt Seaxe and Cataſtrophic of 
his Trazidy : His wretched hireling Leonardo and his 
execrable' ſeruant Falerio, are likewiſe arraigned, 
foundguilty, and condemned to be hang'd for their 
ſcuerall murthers of Baretano and Pedro, and ſorhe 
very ſame afternoone,they are brought ro their Exe- 
cutioners, where Leonardo his former life and profeſ- 
 fionhauing made himknow betterhow to finne,then 
repent; hee our of a ſouldier-like brauery, (or rather 
P 3 vanity 
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| vanity) thinkes rather to terrifie death, then that 


| it was his laſt, and ſo praying all ſeruants to beware 
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death ſhould: terrifie- him ; hee ing pardon 
for his ſinnes in generall of God ar #; , and 
then bidding the hangman doe his office , hee takes 
' his laſt adiew of the world. 
|. When' immediately Yaleris aſcends the ladder, 
who having repentance in his heart, and gricfe and 
ſorrow inhus lookes ; as neere as could be obſerued 
| and pRngcy pake theſe words : 

That being pooreboth in friends and meanes, the 
onely hope of prefermeritynder his maſter,made him 
at his requeſt topoyſon Pedro in priſon ; That many 
times ſince he hath heartily grieued for it, and now 
from his very ſoule repents himſelfe of it , and beſee- 
ching the Lord to forgiueit him, That he was as guil- 
ty of this murther, as innocent of Baretens's ; yea, Or 
of the knowledge thereof, before his maſter was im- 
priſoned for the ſame, and that as this was his firſt 
Capitall crime, fo fith hemuſt now die, he reioyced 


——_ 
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| by his miſcrable examplenor to be ſeduced to com- 
mit murther, citherby their maſters,or the deuil;and 
' beſceching all that were preſentto pray for his ſoule, 
he reſigning and commending it intothe hands of 
his Redeemer, was likewiſe turned off. 

And theſe were the miſerable (yet deſerued) ends 
of theſe bloody murtherers; and thus did Gods iu- 
 ſticeand _—_— triumphe oucr their crimes, and 

themſclues,by heaping and rayning downe confuſion 
ontheir heads from heauen, when thedeuill (fafly) 
: made them belecue they ſate ſecure; yea, when they 
 leaftdreamrthereof on earth : Oh that the ſight and 


remembrance of their puniſhments may reſtraine and 
deterre 


- 
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deterre vs from conſpiring and committing the like 
crimes ! ſo ſhall wee live emcee; and dre happie, 


| whereas they died miſerably , becauſe they liued im- 


piouſly and prophanely, | 

And heere fully to conclude agd ſhut vy this Hi- 
ſtory,and therein as I thinke ts giue fome ſatisfaRtion 
to thecnriofity of the Reader, who may perchance 
deſire to know what became after of the fayre and 
vertuous Clears, Why her ſorrowes were ſo infinite, 
and their quality and Natwre ſo ſorrowfull ; as being 
weary of the world , and as it were weighed downe 
with the inceſſant vanities, croſſes and afflitions 
thereof : ſhe (notwithſtanding the power and per- 
ſwaſions ofher parents) afſumes her former reſoluti. 
on, to retire and ſequeſt her ſelfe from conuerfing 

with theworld , and ſo enters into the N#nnery 

of the Annuntiation ({o famous in Millan) 
where for oughtT know,or can fince 
vnderſtand to the contrary : 
ſhe yet lives a penſiue 
and ſolitaric 
liter. 
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TRIVMPHS OF 
GODS REVENGE A- 


gainſt the crying and execrable 
Sinne of Murther. 


Hiſtory XIIT. 

La Vaſſclay poyſoneth her Wayting-mayd Gratiana,be- 
cauſe ſhee is ielous that ber husband De Merſon is diſ- 
honeſt with her , whereupon hee lines from her + 1n re- 
wenge whereof, ſhe canſeth his man La Villete to mur- 
ther him in a Wood,and then marries himin requitall, 
Theſayd La Villete 4 yeare after riding through the 
ſame wood , his Horſe falles with him , and almo#t 
kills him, when he confeſſeth the murther of his maſter 
De Merſon, and accuſeth his wife La Vaſſelay tobee 
the cauſe thereof: So for theſe their bloody crimes, he is 
hanged,and ſhe burnt aline. 


Ow falſly, nay how impiouſly doe we 
tearme our ſelues Chriſtians, when vn- 
der that glorious and ſanRified T 7rle, 
we ſeeke to prophane and deface the 
glory of Chrift, in cruelly murthering | 
| ourbrethren his members; effes,not 
of Zeale,but of Rage;not of Pzetie, but of Madneſſe, 
inuented by the Deuill, and perpetrated by none but 


by 
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by his Agents, lamentable «feats; yea, I ſay, bloody 
and infernall crimes, which ſtill ruine thoſe who con. 
trine and confound thoſe who finiſhrhem : For ler 
vs but looke from Earth to Heanen, from Sathanto 
God, from Natureto Grace, and from our Hearts to 
our Soules,and we ſhall aſfuredly find it very difficult 
for vs to define, whether Charitie be a ſweeter Yertue, 
or Malicea fouler Y:ice; whether that be more ſecure, 
or this pernitious, farall,and dangerous;whether that 
bee a more apparant teſtimony of Gods ſauing Grace 
towards vs, or this of ourowne TY 
and reprobation. And as it is an odious finne, and 
diſpleaſing ſacrifice in the fight of God, for a ſtranger 
to kill another : O then how much more cxecrable 
and diabolicall muſt it be, for a Gentlewomanto poy- 
ſon her Wayting-mayd, and for a ſeruant ropilſtoll 
his maſterto death, at the inſtigation of the ſame 
Gentlewoman his wife : for murthers,no leſſe ingrate- 
ful and crucll, doth this ſubſequent H;ſtory reportand 
relate : wherin we ſhall ſee,that God in the T riumphs 
of his reuenging 1ſtice, and out of his ſacred and ſe- 
cret prouidence,hath in all poynts made their puniſh- 
ments as ſharpe and ſevere as their crimes were bloo. 
dy, and deplorable : May wee then reade it to Gods 
glory,and our owne conſolation,which we ſhall afſu- 
redly pecforme, if wee hate the like crimes in others, 
and deteſt them in our clues, 


| 6 the faire and pleaſant Citie of Mays, (being the 
hiefe and Capirall of the Prouince of Marne in 
France , inthe very latter yearesthat the Marſhall of 
Boys-Dawlphin was Gouernor thereof, vader the pre- 
ſent King Lewes X 1 77. his maſter) there dwelt a Gen- 

tewoman 
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tlewoman (aged of threeſcore and three yeares) tear. 
med Ls Yfſelay, being well deſcended, and left very 
rich, (as well in lands,as mooueables) by her late de- 
ceaſed husband; Monſier Froyſet , who was ſlaine in 
the behalfe of the Pueceve Mother, in the defence of 
Pontde Sey,aflaulted and taken by the Xing her ſonne, 
| Now although this olde widdow Za Y sſſelay (in re- 
| ſpe of her Age)was farre more fit to ſeek God inthe 
Charch,thena new Husbandin her bed;yet ſhe is wea- 
ry of a fingle life, although it benot fully ſix moneths 
ſince ſhee had buried her ſecond husband; (for the 
Reader muſt ynderſtand, ſhe had formerly buried her 
firſt,atleaſt five and twentie yeares before,and is now 
ine reſolued to take a third) and albeit ſhee knew 
that the ciuilitic of the widdows in France, was ſuch, 
that they ſeldome marry,but almoſt neuer within the 
tearmeof a whole yeare ; = herconceit and fancie 
thinks it not onely lawfull , but fir to breake this too 
auſtere cuſtome, and therefore ſhe peremptorily re- 
ſolues to liue a wife, and not todyca widdow. But 
this reſolution of hers, were ſhe cither in the Summer 
or the Autumne of her yeares, had been as excuſable 
and praiſe-worrhy, as now it ſauoured of vndec 
and inconſtancy, fith ſhee was in the Winter thereof : 
For Age,deſpight of her Te#th,and youthfull defircs, 
had throwen ſnow on her head , and new dyed the 
colour of her haire from black to white, yea,ſhe was 
ſo farre from retayning any ſigncs or re _ of an 
indifferent beautic, as the furrowes of her face could 
not iuſtly ſhew any ruines or demolutions therof;and 
yet (for{ooth) ſhe will marry againe. Now her Birth, 
and wealth,rather then her Yerrues and perſonage, in- 
| uite many old widdowers , and ſome rich Gentlemen | 
an 
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that Citi to ſeeke her in marriage; and indeed, both 
for lands and money , none her inferiours, but all at 


and Counſellors of the famous Prefdiall Court of} 
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leaſt her equals,and ſome her betters : But in vaine, 
for thevanitic of her thought, ſuggeſt her,that either 
ſhe is too young for them, or they too old for her , 
and therefore ſhe will haue none of them : yea , her 
luſt ſeemes ſo yourhfully togiue a law to her age,and 
the lye to her yeares, as ſhe caſts off her mourning at- 
tire, deckes her ſelfe vp in gay apparell, powders her 
hayre, paynts her face, witha reſolution (forſooth) 
to haueno old Dotard, but a young Gallant to her 
husband,as iftherein ſhe wholly placed,nor only her 
content, bur her felicitie : But we many times ſee 
ſuch irrigulardefires, and ſuch incontinent defignes, 


pentance. 
Now during the time,that the vaine carriage & de- 


rement of this old Gentlewoman & widdow La Yaf- 
ſelay, made her ſclferhe laughture,and by-word of all 
Mans, home comes a young Gentleman of this Coun- 
trey of Maine , tearmed Monſieur de Merſon, from his 
trauell in 1taly, whole Father dwelt berwixt LaYal, 
and Graxelle, tearmed Monſienr de Manfrelle , being a 
Gentleman well deſcended and rich, and to whom 
De Merſon was ſecond ſfonne, who in a yeares ab- 
ſcence in 1talze,being purpoſely ſent thither by his fa- 
ther to inrich his experience and capacitie (which is 
the true eſſence and glory of atraueller,thereby to be 
the more capableto ſerue his Princeand Countrey , as 
alſo to bea comfortto his age & a ſecond prop to his 
houſeand lynage) hee had made ſuch poore and vn- 


profitable vſe of his trauels, as forgetting the obtay» 
J .* "His ning 


met with vnexpeRted miſery , and vnthought of re-| 


—— 


214 | Gods Rewenge againſt Murther. Booke 111, | 
ning of the uage and all generous exerciſes, per- 
feGions an yo. (ſo nite and gracefull in 
Gentlemen) he delighted in nothing fo much; nay, in 
nothing elſe, butto paſſe his time with Conrriſans and 
ſtrumpets , eſpecially in Venice , Rome, and Naples , 
where for his ſakes , and their laciuious pleaſures he 
built vp the greateſt part of his Reſidence , where he 
ſo prodigally ſpent and exceeded his Fathers cxhibi- 
bition;as he returnes into Frexce,not loden with Yer- 
tues and Experience, but with Yices and Debts ,; bein 

otherwiſc ignorant in all things which hee ſhould 
know , and knowing nothing but that wherein he 
ſhould be ignorant. Onely to the end he might ther- 
by ſer the bettcr counterfeit tinRure on himſclfe, 
and falſe luſtre on his Exdewments and Proficiency, he 
ſuperficicially brought away , or rather borowed 
ſome 1talian phraſes, and complements, which hee 
thought would not only paſſe currant with the Gen- 
tlemen and Ladies of Frence, butalſo draw them in- 
10 admiration,a{well of himſelfeas them : When im- 
mediatly vpon his arriuall , that he might the better 
ſee and make himſelfe ſeenc of the world , he flaunts 
it out in braue apparrell, both in Z'avall, Angiers,and 
Maus ; Yea, there is icarce any great feaſt or marri- 
age in all thoſe parts: but if he be not enuired,, yer he 
purpoſely enuites himſelfe thereat , thereby to make 
himfelfe the more conſpicuous and _ tothe 
eyes of the world, cfpeciall of the Ladzes and Gentle- 
women, in whole acquaintance and fauour, he not on. 
ly endeauours to initiate, but ſtriues to ingraft him. 
ſelfe : But his olde Father eManfrelle iudiciouſly 
obſeruing the vaine behauiour, and light deportment 
and carriage of this his ſonne, he exceedingly gtieues | 


therear, 
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thereat, becauſe he had well hoped, that his trauels 
would haue returned him, as capable and diſcreet, as 
now he finds him ignorant , na. which is worſe, de- 
boſhd ; fith he well knew that either of theſe two yi- 
ces was enough ſufficient and powerfull, not only to 
ruine his reputation, but his fortunes. 

Againe, to adde more ſorrowes to his griefe , and 
more diſcontent to his ſorrowes for theyanitie and 
leuiry of this his ſonne, cuery weeke,nay almoſt cue- 
ry day, brings him in new bils of his debts, athird 
falling in vpon the necke of the firſt and ſecond,and a 
fourth on the third : which being greater then his 
eſtate, .orat leaſt his pleaſure wo permit him to 
Pays he takes his ſonne De Merſon alide,8 very ſharp- 
y checkes him for his old and new prodigalities : 
vowes that he will neither ſell er morgage his lands 


to diſcharge his fooliſh debts ; and therefore bids | 


him looke to fatisfic them, for that hee is reſolued 
not toſee, much lefle, notto ſpeake with any of his 
Credigors, how grear, or ſmall ſocuer the ſummes be 


. he owes them. This cooling card of Manfrelles makes 


his ſonne De Merſon, not onely bite his lippes for ſor- 
row, but hange his head for anger and vexation, yea, 
his folly doth ſo eccliple and oueruaile his iudge- 
ment herein, as in ſtead of making good vſe hereof, 
he takes a contrary reſolution, and fo reſolues toem- 
brace and follow the worſt : for whereas hee ſhould 
haue made his pride and prodigality ſtrike faile , and 
now rather ſeeke to reintegrate himſelfe imo his Fa- 
thers fauour, then any way futurely attempt to in- 
cenle or exaſperate him againſt him , he oncle taking 
counſel! of his Tenth, Paſsi0ws, and Choller, (which as 


| falſeand treacherous guides moſt commonly lead vs 
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| Its 


| to muſery and repentance :) againe precipitates and 


| frelle, to be a very antient and rich Gentleman of 


' to becom acquainted with the beautics of that City, 


| Iy finde and ſee, thatthe third and laſt will not. 
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ingulphes himſelte afrcſh in new debts, both with his 
Y furer, Mercer,and Taylor: andno longer able to di- 

ft his Fathers checkes and frownes : he very incon- 
iderately and rafhly packes vp his bagage, leaues his 
houſe, rides to Mans,& there reſolus to paſſe his time 
that winter : partly hoping that his Father will diſ- 
charge his debrs inhis abſcence : but more eſpecially 


therby to obtain ſome rich yong heire, or old widow 
for his wife , whoſeeſtate and wealth might ſupport 
his pride, and maintaine his exceſhue prodigalitie & 
voluptuouſneſle : and indecd although the two-for- 
mer of theſe his hopes decciue him; yer hc ſhall ſhorr- 


Liuing thus in fans, the brauery of his apparel] 
and cquipage, the freeneſle of his cxpences,his come- 
ly talke, perſonage, blacke beard, and ſanguin com- 
plexion makes him affoone acquainted and affected, 
as knowen of many Ladies and Genrlewomen, and 
far the more, becauſe they know his father De Max- 


that Countrey of Maire, and although he is not his 
heire, yet in regard he is his ſecond ſonne, as alſoa | 
Traueller, he was the more honouredand reſpeed 
of all thoſe he frequented : ſo thatthe very tame and 
name of Monſter de Me» ſon began to be alrcady di-/ 
uulged and knowen inthe Citic; yea, and bccaufe he 
was a great Ba//adine,or Dancer,there was no ſolemn 
aſlembly,cither publique or priuate,bur ſtill De Mer- 
ſonmade one;and there was not a reputed beauty , or 
ſuppoſed courteous Lady in Mans, or thereabours, 
but ſuch was his vanity, as he ſoone wrought and in- 
ſiruated 


Hiſt-XIIL, © De XMerſon,aud DeVaſſelay, = | 


ſinuated himfelfe into her acquaintance and familiari- 
tie,the which he made not onely his delight, bor his 
lory. And although that ina ſmall time, the wifer 
fre of the Gentlemen and Ladies of the City found 
his wit and experience to come infinitely ſhort of his 
braue —_— the more illiterate and ignorantof 
them, (who eſteeme all men by their luſtre, notby 
their braue worth) as preferring gay appatell and the 
comelineſfle of the body before the exquiſite indow- 
ments,and perfeRions of the mind; they hold him in 
ſo high a repute and eſteeme, as they thinke himto be: 
the moſt abſolure Galarr,. not onely of Mars, but of 
all the Countrey of Mazne ; ſo caſic it is to captiuate | 
the conceirs and iudgements of thoſe who only build 
their indgements in their conceits, and not their con- 
ccits in iudgement. | 
And of this ranke and number was our old wid. 
dow Z4Y aſſclay ,, who hauing many times heard of 
De Merſons fame, and comely perſonage,, and ſeene 
him once at a fermon;and twice at two ſcuerall Nup- 
tiall feaſts , wherc his skill and agilitie proucd himto: 
be one of the prime dauncers, ſhee is ſo farre in loue 
with him, as in herthoughts and heart, ſhe wiſherh 
ſhe had given halfe her cftare-and dowrie., conditio-: 
nally that ſhe were his wife,and he her husband: yea, 
ſhe is ſo rauiſhed with the comelineſle of his feature, 
and the fweetnefle of his complexion and counte= 
nance; asall the world is not halfe ſo deare to heras 
De Merſsn,nor any. man whatſocuer by many thou- 
ſand degrees,ſodilitious to her eye,& pleaſing ro her 
heart & ſoule as himſclfe. And boi ſhe be inthe 
frozen Zone of her age, yet her intemperate luſt maks 
her dcfires ſo youthtully intemperate, as forgetting 
Q 3 reaſon 
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| 


reaſon and madeſtice, ( that the beſt vercue of our 
foule,. and this the-chiefeſt ornamene of our body) 
thee a chouland times wiſheth, that either De « 27cr- 
——_ impalled in her armes, or thee incloyſtered 
in | 


is. | 
| -Butdoting(yea I may well neere truely ſay)dyi 
old Gentlewoman,is this a time for thee ” think ofs 
young Hx5bend,when one of thy old feeris as it were 
inthy graue ? or being in thy Clymatericall yeare of 
threeſcore & three art thou yer ſo fraughted with le- 
uity,6& exempt of continency,as thou wilt needs ſeek 
to marry one of fiue and ewentic © Fooliſh Las Yoſſe- 
lay, if it beenotnow time, yea high time for thee to 


of thine owne age,and ſo to endthe remainderof thy 
with him,in chaſt and holy wedlocke, that re- 
ſolucion of thine were as excuſable,asthis in deſiri 
{ young a one,is worthy,not onely of blame,but o 
reprehenfion,and I may ſay of pitic. Confider,conſi- 
der with thy ſelfe, what a prepoſterous attempt and 
enterpriſe 1s this of thine, that when thong ſhouldeſt 


lighteſt to begin them in concupiſcence, and luſt. O 
La F afſelay , mocke at thoſe rebellious andtreache- 
rous pleaſures of the flcſh, which ſeeme to mocke at 
thee, yea, to betray thee: and if there bee yer any 
fparke of thy youth , which lies burning vnder the 
embers of thy age, why if thy chaſte thoughrscan- 
not,yet let modcſty,or at leaſt pictic extinguiſh them, 


| God hath already giuen thee two husbands , is it 


| not now thereforetime, yea, more then time , for 
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ſacrifice thy defires to continency,when will it be, if | 
euerbey Didſtthou reſolue to wed a husband neere | 


finiſh thy dayes in deuotion and prayer,thou then de-| 


| 


_ to prepare ro giue thy ſelfe to God, Hitherto 


the 
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the chaſtitic of thy youth hath made thee happy;and 
wiltthou now permit, that the luſt of thineage make 
thee vnfortunate,or peraduenture miferable;and that 
the puritie and candevur of that be diſtained and 
lutedby the fouleneſſe and obſcenitie of this. 4 las, 
alas, incontinent and inconfſtderate Gemtlewoman, of 2 
grauc Matron, become not a youthfull Giggler; or. if 
thou wilt nor ſuffer the eyes of thy body.at leaſt per- 
mit not thoſe of thy ſoulero looke from thy painted 
cheekes, to thy ſnow-white haire , who can informe 
and tell thee, that thou art far fitter for Heaucn then 
earth , fith thoſe pleaſures are tranſnory , and theſe 
eternall , for God, then a husband, fith he onely can 
| make thee bleſſed, whereas (in reward of thy laſciui- 
ous laſt) this peraduenture may bee reſerued tomake 
thee both vnfortunate and wretched, 

Bur the vanitie of this old Genr/ewormans thoughts 
and deſires, doe fo violently fix and terminate, on the 
youth and beautie of young , and (as ſhe immodeſtly 
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ration of her delight and pleaſure, weighes downeall 
other reſpes : ſo that neither Reaſon nor Modeſty, 
aduiſe nor perfwafion, can preuaile with her reſolu- 
tion , to diuert her affeQion from himy but love him 
ſhee doth , and (which is repugnant aswell tothe in- 
ſtint of Nature, asto the influence of modeſftie, and 
rules of civilitie) ſeeke him for her husband ſhe will : 
yea, fhe is already become ſoſottiſh in her affection, 
and fo laſciuiouſly feruent in her defires rowards 
him, that her heart thinkes of him by day, her foule 
by night, that admires him as the very life of her fe- 
licitie, and thus adores him,as the onely content and 
glory of her life : ſhee will not ſee the greatnefle of 
her 


tearmes him) faire De « 3gerſox, as the onely confide- | 
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nanny". 


[and afflitions are incident to procced thereof : ſhee 


her owneeſtate and wealth, nor conſider the ſmall. 
neſſe of his meanes and hopes, in that hee is not an! 
heire,bura iecond brother,ſhe will not enquire after 
his debts and vices,to know what thoſe may be,what 
theſe are , ſhe will not thinke what a prepoſterous 
diſparitie there is betwixe the fire of his youth, and 
the ice of her age; nor whata world of diſcontents 


will not conſider, that in endowing him with all her 
wealth, that ſhe therby impoueriſheth many,as well 
of herownekindred, as of thoſe of her two former 
husbands, tro whom in the right of Nature it more 
iuſtly and properly belongs : and to conclude and 
ſhut vp this poynt , ſhee will not imagine or dreame, 
to how many laughters, and ſcandalls of the world 
ſhee expoſeth her felfe , who will not onely call her 
diſcretion,but her modeſtic in queſtion, formatching 
with ſo young a Gentleman as De Merſon, to whom 
for age, ſhce may not onely well bee mother, but, 
(which is more) grandmother : But contrariwiſe, 
this fooliſh old Gentlewoman , hauing ſent her witts a 
wooll-gathering on his ſweet and comely perſonage; 
his youth and her affeRtion, like two impetuous tor- 
rents, and furious inundations, beare downe all other 
reſpeRs and confiderations before them : = , they 
ſoſubmerge her reaſon,and quite drowne her diſcre- 
tion, as ſhee hathno eyes vnſhut to ſee the one, nor 
cares vnſtopped to heare the other : ſothat if ſhee 
deſire any thinginthe world, it is (as formerly is ob. 
ſerued) that ſhee live to ſee De Merſon her husband, 
and her ſelfe his wife : which to cffeR and accom- 
liſh, ſhe knowes no better nor fitter Agent to imploy 
ercin,then one Monſieur de Pranean,an ancient Conn- 
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 relloexr of the Preſidiell Court of that Citie , whowas 
the onely Coancellor both to her laſt husband, and her 
ſelfe,and of whole diſcretion,integritie and fidelitie, 
ſhe had all the reaſons of the world to reſt confident 
and aſſured, bo 

Nowalthough the Wiſdome and Experience of De 
Pruncau ſuggeſted him what an extreame incqualitie 
there was betwixt De eMerſons youth , and La Yaſſe- 
lays age, which he could not more pertinently para- 
jll and compare, then to Winter and Summer, the 
Spring and the Harueſt : and thetrfore how many af- 
flitions and miſeries were ſubie to attend and wait 
' on ſuch prepoſterous mariages, whereof he had for- 
merly ſcene divers lamentable examples , and wofull 
inſtances as well of men as wowen, who had ſuffered 
ſhipwrack vpon that Sy/{/x & this Charybdis,he like an 
honeſt man, and indeed a truer friend to her, then ſhe 
was to her ſelfe,produceth ſome of the former alled. 
ged reaſons to her conſideration, thereby to diuert 
the ſtreame of her ill grounded affetion from De 
cAlerſon, and (in generall tearmes) to conuey and 
conduit to ſome elder perſonage,whoſe yeares(and 
cherefore their diſpoſitions and affetions)might the 
bettcr agree and ſympathize. But when he ſees that 
her loue to De Merſen was ſo firmly and immoueably 
ſerled, as that ir not onely appeared to him, to be her 
gricfe, but her torment to be any way croſſed or con- 
tradicted therein : then he changerh his language,and 
becauſeſhe will not hearken to his aduiſc,he therfore | 
giues way to her reſolution, promiſing her his vemoſt 
power,and beſt endeauors ſpeedily ro effet and com- 
paſſe her deſires; when taking leaue each of other, 


at laſt Za Yaſſelay remembring ſhe had forgotten ſome 
| R thing, 
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- .{ and vertues correſpond with his relation to deſeruc 
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| miſeth to Sup with her the night following at her 


{ he pleaſeth, ſhedcſires the honour of his company to 


tions-conducing that way. 
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thing, calles him againe, and prayes him, that if De 
Merf be inquiſitiue ro know herdire@ age,that he | 
ſubſtrat away at leaſt ten yeares thereof : ſo that 
whereas ſhe is ſlxtie three, to affirme that ſhee is very 
little aboue fiftie : whereunto ſhe her ſelfe bluſhing, 
De Proneas no7 able likewiſe to refraine From ſmi- | 
ling, promiſeth her tobe very mindfullthercot. To | 
which end,he(with the firſt conueniency finds out De 
Merſon, acquaints him how much hee is obliged to 
eMadawoyſele La Vaſſelay , for her afteion to him, | 
layes before !him the Nobihltie of her difcent and 
blood, the gyeatneſſe of her Eftate and meancs, as al- 
ſo the excellency of her vertues; that fiftie yeares js 
the moſt of her age,andthat ſhe is not by farre fo 619, 
as pleaſing and louely ; that ſhee atk ts him aboue all 
the men of the world, yea,apddeſires no man of the 
world for her husband but himfelfe ; and that when 


her houſe, with many other intimations, and inſinua- 


De Merſou having formerly vadcrRood of LaY af- 
ſelays rich Efazeand Doewry,as alſo of the truth of her 
age ; he likes the firſt well,and although he diſtaſt,yer 
he will diſlemblethe ſecond : he thanks De Praneas 
for his paines , and £4 7 afſelay for herlouetowards 
him ; promiſeth to requite the firſt, and if her wealth 


the ſecond; alleaging further,that although there be 
a great incequalitie in their age, yetfith hee is no heire 
but a ſecond brother, thatit is rather likely then im- 
poſſible, for itto.be a match betwixt them; and in the 
meane time, to-requitepart of: heraffetion, hepro- 


houſe, | 
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es 


| as himiclfe for her husband, but he vnderftands ſhe is 


Hiſt. XIII. De Merſon, and Le Yaſſelay. | 


houſe, where he onely deſires his com and afſi- 
ſtance, that they may the more cffectually and ſe-| 
cretly conſult of this buſinefle, which he hopes will 
ſo much importas well: her good and his content, as 
her content and his good : and ſe for that time they 


rt. 
"0 Prune having recciued this pleaſing and diſ- 
creer auſwere from De Merſon, he returnes with the 
relation,and repetition thereof to La Yaſſelay, vowes 
that his exteriour feature is no way anſwerable , but 
comes farre ſhorr of his interior Vertues and diſcre- 
tion ; and that by all which, hee cyther can colle&|} 
from his ſpeeches, or gather'from his deportmenr 
and behauiour, he is in his conceic the moſt accom- 
pliſhed Gentleman,not onely of Maize, but of France, 
and {o bids ber prepareher Supper , and her ſelfe ro 
entertaine.hinx the next night, Which anſwere of } 
De Merſons , and relation of De Prenees , is ſo plea- 
fing to her heart and thoughts, as her age ſeemes 
to bee alrcady taviſhed with ioy ar the cenceytof 
his Youth ; when thinking cuery minutea monerh, 
and cucry houre a yeare, before thee be made hap. 
py , and her houſe bleſſed with his preſence, thee 
leaucs no coſt —_— or vaſpent, to make his 
Entertaement rable to his welcome : where- 
of whiles ſhee is nor onely carefull , bur curious in| 
providing, let vs curſorily ſpeake a word or rwo how 
De-Merſe emecrtaincs and digeſterh this vnexpedted 
motion and affeGionof Le Yaſſeley. '. ul 02 | 

He laughes in his fleeue to fee her youthfull affe- 
Rions fo ey in this Atwmre,nay,in this Winter 
of herage,as to delire and feoke ſo young a Gentleman 
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exceeding rich,and therefore refolues thar this ver- 
tue is capable to ouervalue and ranſome that defect 
and crror of hers. He ſeesthar his father will not pay 
his debts, and that he of himſelfecannor; rhat rhey 
growing more clamorous, will ſhortly become ſcan- | 
dalous : which will nor onely dire&ly preuent, bur 
infallibly ruine his fortunes. He confidereth how dil- 
pleaſing her age will bero his yourh,as alſo that there 
is no hell comparable ro that of a diſcontented bed, 
and then againe, bis deboſht and luſtfull choughts, | 
ſuggeſt him this remediy : That Mans hath: beantie 
enough for him to recreatchimſelfe, and ro paſſe his 
time with;and that although ſhe haue him ſomerimes 
in her bed, yet he may hane younger laſſes and La- 
dies in his armes, both when, and where hepleaſeth : 
He confidereth that rich widdowes are nor fo ſoohe 
found, as ſoughr, nor ſo ſoone obtained as found ; 
and that if he refuſe Za Yaſſelay this day , he may not 
onely _ it to morrow , but petchance all the 
dayes of his lifezand although his will may,his power 
ſhall not be able to repaire orredreffe this error of 
his,all his life after: He is not ignorant that Gentlewo- 
men of her ageand weakh, are ſubieto beas ſoone 
loſt as won in a humor : and therefore then loſt, be- 
cauſe not then won. Againe thatthe elder ſhe is, the 
ſooner ſhe will die, and he then is at liberty to mar 

as young a /irgin as he pleaſerh, andthat her wealt 

would thenproue atrueproppe, and ſweet comfort 
to his age. And to conclude and finiſhthis conſulta- 
tion of his,ſhe is without children to moleſt and trou- 
ble him,and therefore to be deſired , ſhe is vertuous, 
diſcreet, and of an excellent fame and reputation, 
and therefore deſerues to bee accepted and not re- | 
fuſed. | Vpon 
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Vpon the grounds of which reaſons and confidera- 
tions, he makes good his promiſe to De Pruxcau,and 
comes the next night both to viſite, & ſuppe with Zs 
_— z who having purpoſely deckr her ſelfe vp 
inher youthfull and gayecſt apparell ; recciues him, 
withall demonſtrations of affection and ioy. Ar his 
firſt arriuall he affords her two or three kiſſes, where- 
at ſhe infinitely both reioycerh and triumpheth : and 
ina word, he finds that his weleome not onely ex- 
cceds his deſerts, burhis expeRation;and belecueme 
ir was woorth the obſcruation, to ſec how ſuperfici- | 
ally his yourh looked on her age,and how artificially | 
and luſtfully her age gazed on his youth. Now, by 
this time ſupper is ſerued in, wherein her affeion 
was againe diſcouered him in the curiofity and boun- 
ty thereof,” Where De Pruneas to giuc life to their | 
| mirth, tells them both , that he hopcs this their firſt 
meeting and enteruiew will produce cffets anſwera- 
ble tro both their contents and deſires ; Whereat De 
Merſon cannot refraine from bluſhing, nor La Yaſſe» 
lay from ſmiling : They arecall very pleaſant and1o- 
cond at table, and ſheto giuethe better edge and re- 
liſhrto his affection, ſtrives to ſeeme farre younger 
then indeed ſhe is, and then he knowes her to be, 
yea, ſhedoth ſo cunningly entermixe and difſpierce 
youthfull PRE amidft her aged grauity , as if ſhe 
werenor old , Or atleaſt,newly made young. Now 
whiles ſhe feafted her cyes on his freſh conntenance 
and faire complexion, he ſends his abroad to looke 
on her plate,rich hangings.and houſhold.ſtuffe,wher- 
| with he ſaw her houle was richly ard plentifully fur- 
niſhed * Supperended,and the cloth taken away,they | 
are no ſooner fallen from _ Viands, but they fall | 
| —— RY 
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| king his new old M:fris in his Armes, as if he had al- 


| T have propoſed and obſerued in my former. Let then 
| very louingly and affeRionately this firſt time : and 
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to their talke. De AMerſor kindly and familiarly ta- 


ready giuen her a place in his heart and affeQtions ; 
which makes her beyond her ſelfe , both merry and 
ioyfull. I willnot trouble the Reader with the repe- 
tition of what ſpeeches and complements here paſt 
berwixt them ; becauſe in this, and my future Hiſto. 
ries I will follow the ſame Methade of breuity which 


his inquiſitiue curiofitic vnderſtand, that they parted 


De Aerſon although he were a deboſhed Gentleman, 
yer he is not ſo ſimple to omit, bur rather ſo well ad- 
uiſed co pric into the true depth, & naked truth of her 
eſtate,and the rather , for that he hath knowen many 
Geatlemes who hauc been fetch'd over, andgull'd in 
this nature,and in marrying one widow hane match't 
themſelues to two theeues , and credulouſly thinking 
her rich, haue in the end found her a very begger : 
wW n he takes threedayes reſpite to 

and ſo with ſome kiſſes and many thankes for her af- 
feion,and her kind entertainment and great cheere, 
he for that nighttakes his leave of her , whoſe fayre 
carriage and diſcreet reſolution in _ — , La 
V «ſſelzy applands , and De Prunean approuts : So De 
Merſos having ſpentthe firſtand ſecond day in ſur- 
ucying the writings of her Dowry, the Leaſes of her | 
lands and houfes,and the Bonds and Bils of debts due | 
toher, withall herrcady Money, Plate, and other 
moueables : he finds hereftare to an{were his expe- 
Ration and her report,and thar ſhe is really worth in 
land,fix thouſand Francks yercly,and her moucables 
worth atleaſt cighteene thouſand more, he the third 


day 
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d bliquely contracts himſelfeto her; and hayi 
| 24 Mtiſed his father thercof, who likes the wealt 
þerrer then the widdow, within cight dayes after pri- 
yately marries her, which adminiftreth cauſe of 
ſporch and wonder in and about Mans:lome blaming 
her of indiſcretion and leuity , to march {Þ young a 
Gentleman, others taxing him of folly ra marry ſo old 
| a widdow ; ſome extolling and Ppranding his judge- 
ment, incnriching himſelfe with ſo great an Eſtate : 
| which would not onely deface his dehts,, ſegyre his 
| youth and age from the ſtormes of want, and the rem- 
peſts of neceſſity , but alſo in the one and the other 
maintaine him richly , proſperoully , and gallantly. 
And others againe beleeuing and prelaging, that this 
their great incquality and diſparity of yeares , would 
either of the one {ide or other,or bath, produce many 
| diſconrents, 8 afflitions, inſtead of hoped-for joyes 
and profperitics. Thus cuery one ſpeakes different! 
of this prepoſterous match , accarding as their paſſt- 
Ons 4 fancies diate them : but which of all theſe 
opinions and iudgements ſpeakes trueſt, wethall not 
goe farreto vnderſtand and know. 

We haue ſeene the couſummation of this mgeri- 
age, Fouth weddeg to Age ; Mayto December", and 
[young De Merſon tg old LaYaſſelay ;in which con- 
tract & nuptialscitherof thers are ſq vaine,agd both 
ſo irreligious, as caring wholly for thepleaſures of 
their bodics , they hauc nottherein- fo much as once 
thought of their Calo grat heaucn : Yea, Ged's not 
{o much as once nominated or remembred of them. 
All the ends of marriages are onely two; &gds glory, 
andthe propagation of” children , and becauſe the 
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cannot hope tor the ſecond, mult they therfore needs | 
be 
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be ſo impious , asto forget the firſt, Hye me, if his 
youth had attainedno more Grace, could her age re- 
taine no more goodneſlſe ; or how can they flatter 
themſelues with any hope, that this marriage of 
theirs can poſſible proſper, when onely her ayme and 
end therein is luſt , and his wealth. If a building can 
ſ{ubſiſt andflouriſh, which hath a rotten and reeling 
foundation,then this match of theirs may proſper,o- 
therwiſe cannot:for what more rottE the the beaſtly 
pleaſures ofher luſtfull,and yer decayed age,8& what 
more reeling and fickle , then the conſtant inconſtan- 
cy of his laciuious youth, which make my thoughts 
iuſtly feare, and my heart truely preſage and appre- 
hend : that repentance , not pleaſure; afflition, not 
ioy ; miſery, not proſperity, 1s at the heelesto attend 


| and follow theſetheir Nuprials : As marke we the ſe- 


quelland it will briefly informe vs how. | 
- De Merſon hath not beene married two whole mo- 
neths to La Yaſſelay , but hee begins to repent him- 
ſelfe that cuer hee matched her, for he now ſees, 
though before he would not, thatit is impoſſible for 
youth to fedge and ſympathiſe with her age, he ſces 
that ſhe hath a decrepit,fickly and decayed body,and 
that ſhe is neuer free of the Cough and Rheume,, as 
alſo of an Iſſue in her left arme, which is not only dif 
pleafing, bur loathſome to him. Yea, when ſhee hath 
take of her ruffe and head attire, and dightcd her 
ſelfe in her night habilements, then he vowes he is a- 
fraid of her Lambe-skin furred cap and waſt-coate , 
and takes her withered face fora Y;7ard,or a Commer, 
which ycelds no delight but terror to his eyes : 
ſwearing that he ſerues onely for a bed-pan to hear 
her frozen body, which of it ſelfe is farre colder then 
a 


| 
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2 Marble Statue : Yea, heis ſofarre out of loue with 
her,becauſc,to write the truth, he neuer truely loued 


cays a Purgatory , her company by night a v 
Hell, | 
But deboſhed and difſolute Gentleman,theſc vitious 


from Hel{and Sathan, andare no way infuſed\in thy 
by Heazen, much leſſe inſpired in thy heart 
by. God: Confider,confider with thy ſelfe, that if Ls 
V afclay be old, yet ſhe is now thy wife,and that what- 
ſocuer De Praneas or herſelte informed thee of fiftie 
yeares.: Yetthouknoweſt ſhe could nor be leſle then 
ſixtie three,and more ſhe is not. In which regard mar- 
riage (the holy Inſtitution of Heawew) hauing now 
made you of two,one;if thou wiltnot lone heragegat 
leaſt thou ſho!deſt reuerence igzor if rhou canſt not af- 
fe her, thou ſhouldeſt not hate her, Hath ſhe imper- 
fetions, what woman in the world lives without 
them? or is ſhe peſtered with diſeaſes, who catrbe ei- 
ther exempted from them, or preuent them? Thou 
haſt vowed inthe Temple ofthe Lord,andinthe pre- 
ſence of him and his people,not onely ro loue, but to 
honovr her : andis thy inconſtancy andimpliety al- 
ready ſuch, asforgetting that promiſe and voweof 
thine,thou doſtnow not oncly difhonour, but deſpiſe 
and contemne her ; and that thou onely madeſt that 
vow purpoſely to breake it ; O De Merſon, ifthouart 
not capable of Counſel, yer do but belevue the truth, 
| and rhou wilr find,that if thou wilt not loue her, be- 
cauſe ſhe is too oldto be thy wife, yet thou ſhouldeſt 
 reſpeRand regardher, becauſe ſhe is old enough ts 
bethy Grandmother : for as itis inciuility not to re- 
$ | ucrence 


— 


her, that her fight is a plague to him, her preſence kd 
cr 


| 


and impious cenceits of thine”, come immediatly | 
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{night , he wanteth fixe from her, is ſtill abroad, and 


cauſe it is caficr toceſpy our wiucs imperfeRions,then 


 faw him; and eyther he or ber ſclfe in Heaven, when | 
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uerence Age; ſoit is impietie to difdaine and maligne 
it : andif in any mantowards a meere ſtranger, how 
much more a husband to his owne wife And be. 


to finde out, or reforme our owne; if thy wife Z;' 
Faſt bee guiltie of any faulr towards thee, it is 
becauſe ſhee loues thee too well, and affects thee 
toodearely. 
We haue ſcene De Merſons diſtaſte of his wife, L, 
Vaſſelay : Let vs now ſce how ſhee likes, or rather 
why the ſo ſoone diſlikes him.: for he beares himſelfe 
ſo ſtrangely, and withall, ſo vakindlyrowards her, as 
her deſires of his youth comes farre ſhort both of her 
expeRation and ho es: for if hee lye with hcr one 


idome or ncuer at home with her, yea, hee is of 
ſuch a gadding humous, and ranging diſpoſition, as 
his thoughts and delights are tranſported elſewhere, 
not at home; with other young Dames of eHans,not 
with her ſelfe : and the vanitic of his pleaſures doe 
ſo farre ſurprize and captivate him, that he is alrea- 
dy become {ſo vitious, as he makes day hisnight , and 
night his day, liuing rather like a voluptuous Epicure, 
then a temperate or C:#il{ Chriſtian : Neither, quoth 
ſhee, is it Icalouſte, but truth which makes her price 
ſo narrowly into his lewd and laſcinious aRions, 
wherein the further ſhee wades, the more cauſe 
ſhee finds both of griefe and vexation , which makes: 
her wiſh, that ſhee had beene blind when ſhee firſt 


they ſo vafortunately marryed each other here vpon | 
Earth, | 


How now fond and fooliſh olde Gentlewomarn , arc 
tt'y 


» becauſe thy age was too old for his 
char had 


pell,being admitred, But Ls Y«ſſelay , expell it thou 
| S 2 
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thy ioyes ſo ſoone conuerted into ſorrowes, andthy 
tryumphes intoteares ? why, thou haſt iuſt cauſe ro 
thanke none but thy ſelfe, for theſe thy crofles and 
afflittions; fith thy luſtfull and laſcinious defires were 


not enely the author, bur the procurer of them : for 


hadſt thou been more modeſt, and lefſe wanton, thou 
mighteſt haue apparantly ſeene,and prouidently fore- 
ſcene,that De «HH uth was too _ wy 
0 

| thou beene then but halfe ſo and 

wiſe, as now thouart ſorrowfull : thou not 
now grieue for that which thou canſt not redreſſe, 


' nor repent for that which is out of thy power to re- 


medy. But raſh & inconfiderate woman, how comes 
this FR , that thou art ready to enterrtaine Telou- 
fie, when death ſtands ready to entertaine thee * 
Could all the courſeof thy former youth be ſo hap- 
,not to be acquainted with this vice, and doth now 
thy frozen age thinke it a vertue to admir and em. 
braceit? Ay mee, I pricueto ſce thy folly,and la- 
ment to vnderſtand thy madnefle in this kind : for 
what is Icloufte,, but che rage of our thooghes, and 
braines, the diſturber of our and 
the enemy of our peace and happineſle, the traytour 
of our ;ode 
our life,the poyſon of our hearts, and the very bane 
and Canker of our foules * Ielonſie, why.it is the 
daughter of frenzic, and the mother of madneſle it 
isa vice purpoſcly ſent from hell,to make thoſe wret- 
ched on earth , who may liue fortunate and happy, 
and yet will not; yea, it isa vice which Iknow not 
whether it be more caſte toadmitr, or difficult to ex- 
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| affli&tions , becauſe thou wilt bee ſo fooliſhro efpy, 
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muſt,at lcaſt, if thouthinke to five fortunate; and not 
to dic miſerable. Wert thou as young as aged, thy Te- 
loufie might haue ſome colour andexcuſein meeting 
with che-cenſures of the world; whereas now not de- 
{cruing the one, it-cannat receinerhe other, And as 
thoſe women are both wiſeand happy, who winke at 
the youthfull cſcapes of their husbands:: fo thy Ie- 
loutemakes thee both meritorians,ang guiltic of thy 


and ſo-maliciousto remember theſe of thine; Is De 
eMHerſor giuen and addicted to other women £ why 
pardon him, becauſe he is a young man: and as he is 
thy husband, and thou his wife, belceue that he is e- 
uery way more worthy of thy prayers, then'of thine 
enuie. 

Thus we ſce vpon what fatall and ominous termes 
theſe late maried couplenow ſtand; De Merſons youth 
ſcorning and gy at his wife LY afelay's age, 
and wholly addiing himſclfe to others; and her age 
growen infinitely jealous of his youth : ſo that for 
any thing I ſee or know tothecontrary, theſe diffe- 
rent vices haue already taken ſuch: deepe and dange- 
rous root in them, as they threaten not only the ſhip- 
wracke of their content, but of their fortunes, if not 
of their liues. | 

Now for vs to find out the particular obieR of La 


Vaſiclayes ieloufie, as her fooliſh curiofitie hath alrea-4 


dy the generall cauſe : we muſt know,that ſhe hath a 
very proper young Gentlewoman who atrends her, of 
ſomc eighteen yeares of age, tearmed Gratiana, of a 
middlcitature, ſomewhat enclining ro fatnefſe, ha- 
uing a freſh ſanguine complexion , and bright flaxen 
hare, ſhe being indeedcuery way excceding louely 


and ; 
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and faire; and with this Gratiava, ſhe feares her Hue 
band is more familiar then cither modeſty or chaſtiry 
can permit; and yet ſhce hath onely two poore rea- 
ſons for this, her credulity & icloufie,and God knowes 
they are poore and weake ones indeed : The firſt is, 
that ſhee thinks her owne withered face ferues onely 
but as a foyle, to make Gratiana's freſh beautic ſeeme 
the more precious and amiable in his eyes. The ſe- 
cond is,that ſhe once ſaw him kifſe her in her preſence 
inthe garden, when ſhe brought hima handkexcher, 
which his Page had forgotten to giue him. Ridicu- 
lous grounds,and triuiall reaſons, for her to build her 
feare ; or ere her iclouſie on, orto inuentand rayſe 
ſo foule a ſcandall and callumny : and yet notto fup- 
preſſe, but to report the whole truth , De Merſon was 
laſciuiouſly inloue with Gratiana, had often attemp- 
ted her deflouration, but covld never obtain her con- 
ſent thereunto : for ſhe was as chaſte as faire, and im- 
O_—_ either to bee ſeduced by his gifrs and pre. 

ents, or to be vanquiſhed and wonne by his treache» 
rous promiles,proteſtations,and oathes : for ſhe told 
him plainly and peremprorily, when ſhe ſaw him be- 
gin to grow importunate, and: impudentinthis his 

olly, That although ſhee were but a poore Gentle. 
mans daughter, yctthee thanked God, that her pa- 
rents had ſo vertuouſly train'd her yp in the Schoole 
of Honor, that ſhe would rather dye, thenliuetobe 
a {trumpet to any Gentleman or Prince of the world: 
which chaſte anſwere, and generous rcſolution of 
hers , did rhen ſo quench rhe flames of his laſciuious 
and inordinate affection to her, as thencefoorth hee 
exchanged his luſt into loue towards her, and vowed, 
that hc would both reſpeR & honour her as his ſiſter, 
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Now although they both keptthe paſſage of this bu- 
ſineſſe frrrvctinna his wife her M ibis hn notwith- 
ſtanding, as it is the nature of Telouſic,not to hearken 
toany reaſon, nor approue of any beliefe but of her 
 owne : therefore ſhce is confident, thathelyes witch 
Gratians more oftner then with her ſelfe z which ſhe 
vowes ſhe cannot digeſt, and will no longer tolerate. 
To which end, ( with a moſt malicious, and 

kind of treachery) ſhe makes faire weather with Gra- 
tienes; and (thinking to coole her hote courage, and 
toallaythe heat of her luxurious blood) looking one 
day ſtedfaſtly in her face, ſhetells her that ſhee bath 
need to be let blood,to preuent a Feuer : whereunto, 
although chaſteand innocent Gratiane was neuer for. 
merly let blood, ſhe notwithſtanding willingly con- 
ſents thereunto; which to effeR, Ls Y affelay (like a 
baſe miſtris,and a treacherous ſtepdame) ſends for an 
CApothecary,named Rempee, giues him a watch-word 
in hiscare, to draw at leaſt ounces of blood 
from Gratiena, for that ſhe was ſtrongly centred into a 
burning Feuer : Burt he being as honeft, as ſhee was 
treacherous and cruell , told her, thatthe drawing of 
ſo great aquantitie of blood from her, might not on- 
ly unpaire her health, bur indanger her lite. But ſhe 
replies , it was ſo ordered by a Deffor - whereupon 
he opens her right arme veyne; and as he had neere 
drawen ſo a from this pooreharmelefle young 


Gemtlewoman , ſhee faints twice in a chayre 

their armes, and all the cold waterthey threw in her 

face, could very hardly refetch her,and keepe life in 

her : this old hard-hearred F un wane: wy ao 
ing crying out, that it was not enough ; ha- 

oy thier reaſon for this her treachery and cruel- 


tie, 


af 
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tie,bur that indeed ſhe thought itnor enough, or ſuſhi, 
cient to quench the vnquenchable thirſt and flame of | 
her icloufie : of which this is the firſt effeR rowards | 
this innocent young Gentlewoman, but we ſhallnot | 
goe farreto ſee a ſecond. | | 
Gratiana is ſo farre from dreaming of her miftris 
iclouſic towards her maſter , and her ſelfe; or from 
once thinking of-this her trecherous letting her] 
blood, as ſhe thanks her, for her affeion and care of 
her health ; and now the very next day after De Mey- 
ſon dyning art home with his old wife, (which he had 
not done in many dayes befote) and ſeeing Gratiane 
looke ſo white and pale , demaunds her if ſhe bee not 
well, and then queſtionceth his wife what ayles her 
Gentlewoman to looke ſoill, which ſhe ſeemestoput 
off with a feigned excuſe : but withall (as if this care | 
of her husband towards Gratiana,were a true confor- - 
mation of their diſhonefty , and her icloufie) ſhe re- 
taynes the memory thereof deepely in her heart and 
thoughts : yea, it is ſo frequent,and fixedin her ima- 
ginations,as ſhe cannor, ſhe will not any longer ſuffer 
or indure this affeQion of her husband to Gratiana; 
nor that Gratians's youth ſhal wrong La Y afelay's age 
in the rites and dutics of marriage. Whertore Caſting 
fad aſpeRs on him, and malignant lookes on her, ſhe 
to pleaſe, and giue fatisfaRion to her iclouſte (which 
cannot be pleaſed or ſatisfied with any thing bur re- | 
uenge) reſ{olues to make her know what it is, fora 
wayting maid to offend and wrong her miſtris in this 
kind : when not rodeminiſh, bur rather to avgment 
and redouble her former cruclty towards her, Her 
 husband riding oneday abroad in company of divers 
other Gentlemen of the Citie , ro hunt Wolues _—_ 
aboun 
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abound in thoſe vaſt and ſpacious woods of Mayne : 
ſhe vnder pretence of fome other buſineſle, calls Gra- 
#ana alone into herinuer chamber, whenbolting the 
doore after her, ſhe with meager and pale envy in her 
lookes, and implackable fury and cho!lerin herſpece- 
ches, chargeth her of diſhoneſty with her husband, 
calling her whore, ſtrumper, and baggage: affirming 
thatthetime and houre is now come for herto be re- 

ed of her. Poore Gratiana both amazed and af- 
frighred at this ſudden & furious (both vaexpected 
& yndefiled allarum of her Mi#ris,ſecing her honor, 
8(as ſhe thinks & fears)her life called in queſtjon;ſhe 
aftcr a world of lighs and area tant ad cuſers 
deuils and witches, vowes by her part of heauen,and | 
vponthe perill of her owne ſoule, that ſheis innocent 
ofthat crime whereof ſhe accuſed her, and that nei- 
ther in deed or thought,ſhe was cuer diſhoneſt; or vn- 
chaſt with any man of the world, much lefſe with her 
Mater : But this will not ſatisfie incenſed Za aftelay, 
neither are theſe ſpeeches or teares of Gyratians of 
power to paſle current with her 1elouſicgbur reputing 
them falſe and counterfeit, ſhe calles inher chamber 
mayd, and Cooke-mayd , whom ſhe had purpoſely 
led there, and bids them vnſtrippe Gratiananaked to 
her walſt, and to bind her hand and foot to the bedde 
poſt, which with much repyning and pitie, they are 
at laſt inforced to doe. When commaunding them 
forth the chamber, and bolting the doore aftcr them, 
ſhe not like a woman, but rather as a fury of hell, flics 
to poore innocent Gratiaza,and with a great burchen 
rod,doth not only raze but crucific her armes, backe 
and ſhoulders : when harmelcfle foule, ſhe (though in 
vayne) hauing no othcr defenſiue weapons bur her 

rongue, 
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rongue, and her innocency, cries aloud to heauen and 
earth for ſuccour, But this old hagge as full of malice 
| as Ielouſte, hath no compaſhon of her cries, nor pitty 
of her ſighes : yea, neitherthe ſight of her teares, or 
blood, (which trickling downe her cheekes and] 
ſhoulders,doe both bedew,and ingrayne her ſmocke) 
are of power to appeaſe her fury and enuy , vntill ha- 
uving ſpent three rods,and tyred and wearied both her 
armes,ſhe in the hear of her choller,and the height 0 
her reuenge ; deliuers het theſe bitrer and ſcoffing 
words, Mynion, this, this is the way, yea the onely way 
20 coole the heate of thy courage , aud to quench the fire of 
thy luſt ; When calling in hertwo mayds , ſhe com- 
maunds them tovnbind Gratiana, and to helpe on her 
clothes. When triumphing in her cruelty , ſhe fari- 
ouſly departs and leaues them ; who cannot refr4yne 
from reares,to ſee how ſeucrely and cruelly their Mz- 
fri hath handled this her poore Gentlewoman. 
Gratianathe better to remedy theſe her inſuppor. 
table and cruell wrongs, holds it diſcretion to deſem- 
blerhem , and ſo prouiding her ſelfe ſecretly of a 
horſe and man, ſhe the next night ſteales away ; rides 
to La Ferte , an! from thence to her fatherat Nogent 
le Retrou, where he was ſuperintendant of the Prince 
of Condes houſe and Caſtle in that Town, 8 where the 
Princeſſe Dowager his mother built vp the greateſt 
part of her ſorrowfull refidence,whiles he was detay- 
ned priſoner in the Caſtle of Boys de Vincennes neere 
Parts : La aſſelay gricues at this her ſudden, and yn- 
expected departure,the which ſhe feares her husband 
De Merſon, and her Father Monſieur De Bremay will 
take in1ll part ; wherein ſhe is no way deceiued , for 
| the one grieues , andthe other ſtormes thereat : yea, 
| T when 
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| drawen from 


| In which regard,if ſhe did not ſpeedily right and re- 


1 let of pearle which ſheaccuſtomed to weare vpon her 
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when De cMerſon (through fAlattery and threats) had 
te Chambcr-mayd and Cooke-maid, 

the truth of his wiucs cruell whipping of Gratiaze, as 
alſo the cauſe rhereof, her iclouſie: He iuſtly incenſed 
and inraged , flies tothis his ſortiſh and cruell wife, 
tells her, that icloufie comes from'the diucll , whoſe 
part he affirms ſhe hath ated, in aRing this her cruel- 
ty vpon innocent Gratiana,then whom there liues not 
a chaſter maid in the world, That although ſhe were 
e, yet,that ſhe was aſwell deſcended as her ſelfe. 


deeme her wrongs, and ſceke meancs to pacifie and 
recall her, that he would foorthwith leauc her, yea, 
and vttcrly forſake her. Which cooling card of his 
tohis wife ,, makes herlooke on her former erronius 
cruelty towards Gratiane , rather with outward 
gricfe,then inward repentance. But ſeeing that her 
ielouſte muſt now ſtoope and ſtrike ſayle, to her hul- 
bands Choler , and that to enioy his company , ſhe 
muſt not be exemptcd and depriued of hers : lhe COn= 
trary to her defires and will, (which till retaines the 
fumes and flames of icloulic,as that doth of revenge) 
is inforced to make avertue of neceflity, and ſo to 
beare vpwith the time , feigning her ſelfe repentanr 
and ſorrowfull for what ſhee had formerly done to 
Gratiana : ſheeto reclayme her , buyes her ſo much 
wrought blacke Taffety fora Gowne , and ſo much 
Crimſon Damaske for a Petricote, and with a brace- 


right arme; ſhe fands itto Nogewr toher by La Yilette, 

a Gentleman of her husbands, and accompanieth it 
with aletterto her father, Aonſrenr de Bremay,which 

contained theſe words. 
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H7 ne vindicated Truth from Error, and meta- 
erphoſed lclouſic into Judgement, 1find that 1 
haue wronged thy daughter Gratiana , whereat I griene, 
with contrition,and ſorrow with repentance , fith my huſ- 
bands vowes and oathes haue fully cleared her Honour 
and Chaſtity , which my foolſh incredality and feare, 


regard, praying her te forgine, and thy ſelfe ro forget thas 
wrong ", earneſtly deſire her ſpeedie — - is bea- 
ly ba 


ſo much , as hencefoorth I will both lone and honour her : 
I baue now ſent her ſome ſmall tokens of my affettion , 
and ere long ſhe ſhall find greater effefts and teſtimonies 
thereof, *s knowing her to be as chaft as fayre In this 
De Bremay 7requeſt thee toreſt yr , that as ſhe is 
now thy daughter by Nature , ſo fhe ſhall be hencefoorth 
mine by adoption. 
La VASSELAY, 


De Bremay hauing receiued this letter, and his 
daughter Gratiana theſe kind tokens from her Miſtris 


Ls my : his choller, and her griefe and. ſorrow 
is ſoone defaced and blowen away : ſo he well ſaril- 


fied,and ſhe contented and pleafed, he ſends her back 
from Nogent to Mans by La Yillette, by whom hee 
writes this enſuing letter to his Miftris La 7 aſſelay 
in anſwere of hers. 


T# Letter bath giuen me ſo mach content and ſatis- 
fattion, as thy undeſerned cruelty to my daughter 
Gratiana d:d griefe, and indignation. And had ſhe beene 
guilty of that crime,whercof os made thee icalons,1 


wonld for euer haue renounced her for my danghter , and 
of depriued 


raſbly attempred, both toecclips and diſparage - Inwhich| 


rer, and yee both ſhall ſee, that I newer formerly bated her| 


; 
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deprined her of my ſight : for as her Vertues archer beft 
wealth, and her Honour her chiefeſt reucnew -Jo if ſhee 
had fayledin theſe, or faltered inthis, 1 ſhould then haue 
ioyned with thee to hate her, as 1 doe now :0loue her : But 
her Teares and Oathes haue cleered her innocency , and | 
in hers, thy husbands. Inwhich regard, relying vpon her 
owne merits , and thy profeſſed kindneſſe ; ſhe forgetting, 
and 1 forgining things paſt, Inow returne her thee bythy 
ſeruant La Villette, Poping that if thou wilt not affett 
her as thy adopted Daughter , yet that thou wilt tender 
ber as thy obedient and obſeruant bandmaid. 
DE BREM AY, 


Gratiana's hopes, and her fathers credulity of La 
Y afelay's tuture affetion towards her, as alſo her 
| gifts and promiſes, ſo far preuayle with them, as ſhe 
is now returned to her, from Nogen: to Mans ; Bur I 
feare ſhe had done farre better to haue ſtill remained | 
with her father, for ſhe might confider,and he know, | 
what little ſafety,and apparant danger,rhere is to re- 
lievpon the fauourof an jncenſ«d icloufie : LaYaſfe-| 
lay (in all outward ſhew) receiues and welcomes |, 
Gratiana with many cxprefſions of loue , and demon. 
ſtrations of ioy, thereby ro pleaſe her husband ; who 
indeed likes ſo well of her 1cturne, as he likes his wife | 
| the better for procuring it. And now to the eye of 
the world, and according to humane conceitt and 
{enſe, all three parties are reconciled and farisfied, as 
if La Yaſelay's icloufie had neuer heretofore offen- 
ded her husband, nor her cruelty wronged Gratiana: 
f or as if he had neuer knownethe one, nor ſhe felt the 
other. But we ſhall not goe faire to ſee this calne 

| orctaken with a tempeſt, andthis Sunne- ſhine ſar- 
priſed 


| 


_— 
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priſed with a diſmall and diſaſterous ſhowre. 

For three moneths were nor fully expired, fince 
Gratiana's returne to Maps , but La Yaſſelay's old iea- 
louſie of her, and her husband De Merſon,which ſee- 
med to bee ſuppreſſed and extinguiſhed , doth now 
flaſh and lame toorth anew with more violence and 
impetuoſitie; yea, hee cannot looke on Gratiena, 
| much leſſe ſpeake to her , but preſently this old iea- 
lous Beldame in her heart and thoughts , proclaimes 
them guiltic of Adultery :. whereat ſhee indiſcreetly | 
ſuffers her ſelfeto be ſo farre tranſported with 1»ndig- 
| nation and Euny, asſhe vowes ſhe will no longer tole- 
rate or digeſt it. Andnow itis,that like a fury of hell 
ſhe firſt aſſumes damnable and execrable reſolutions, 
not onely againſt the Innocency , but againſt the life 
of innocent and harmleflc Gratiana; who poore ſoule 
is the nearer herdanger, in reſpeR ſhe holds her ſelfe 
fartheſt from it : yea, this iealous old Hagg, this Fu- 
ry , nay,this ſhe-Devill La Y aſſelay,hath not only con- 
ſulred, bur: determined and concluded with her bloo. 
dy thoughts, that ſhe will ſpeedily ſend Gratiana into 
anotber world; becauſe her youth ſhall no longer a- 
buſe and wrong her age in this. When forgcttipg her 
{clfe, her ſoule, and her God ,: thereby purpoſely to 
pleaſe her ſenſes , her Iclouſte, and her Tutor the De- 
uill, ſhe vowes,that no reſpe> of reaſon or Religion, 
no conſideration of Heauen or Hell, ſhall be capable 
to diucrt her from diſpatching her : yea, and as itſhe 
not onely reioyced, but gloricd in this her pernitious 
an | bloody deſigne, ſhe thinkes cucry hourea yeaie 
betore ſhee hath perform'd it : To which cnd, prout- 
ding hcr felfe of ſtrong poyſon ; and watching, and 
catching at the very fir{t opportunitie, as ſoone as c- 
F-1 eucr 
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uer Gratians found her ſelfe not well, ſhe vnder a co- 
lour of much affetion and care to her, makes her 
ſome White broath, wherein infuſing and intermix- | 
ing theaforeſaid poyſon, ſhe (graceleſlely and cruel- 
ly) giues it her, the which within ſixe dayes fainting 
and languiſhing,makes a uall diuorce and ſepa- 
ration betwixt her ſoule and her body, leauing this 
to deſcend to earth, and that to aſcend to heauen, ro 
draw downe vengeance on this helliſh and execrablc 
| £4 V afſelay, for ſoinhumanly and cruclly murthering 
this her harmelefſe and innocent wayrting Gentlewo- 
man Gratians. 
De Merſon vnderſtanding of Gratiane's death, al- 
_ [moſt as ſoone as of her fickneſſe,he very ſorrowfully 
bires che lip therat: for conſidering this accident in its 
true nature, his thoughts ſuggeſt him, & his heart and 
ſoule prompts him, that his wife £4 Y«ſſe/ay had vn- 
doubtedly occaſioned her death, & ſo meramorpho- 
ſed her ielouſic into murther; yea,& notwithſtanding 
the faite and ſorrowfull ſhew which ſhe purs thereon 
| tothe contrary, yet the premiſes conſidered, he is ve- 
ry confident in this his beliefe and feare : when gric- 
ving at the crueltie of this diſaſter,and abhorring the 
r of ſo monſtrous and bloody a fad; the very 
ſight of this his old wretched wife is odious, and the 
remembranceof this her cruell crime, deteſtable and 
exccrable vnto him. Againe, when he confidereth 
Gratiand's beautic and chaſtitie, and that ſhe was ſent 
to her vntimely graue forhis ſake, this doth nor one- 
ly redouble his ſoxrowes , bur infinitely augmentand 
| increaſe his aflitions : ſothat beginning to feare his 
wiues enuy, as much as he hated her icalouſie,in that 
it was not onely poſſible, bur likely,that itmight = 
| uturely 


1 


| 
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futurely cxrend,and reflet on him,as well as it abes. 


| dy had on harmeleſle and innocent Graziana, hee aſ- 


ſumes areſolution to leaue and forſake her,the which 
wee ſhall ſhortly ſee him put in execution ; when the 
better tocurbe and vexe her, he ſecretly packes vp all 


| her Bills, Bonds, Leaſcs,and Conueyances,as allo all 


her Money, Plate, Iewels,and richeft Houſholdſtuffe; 

and ſo giuing out a prohibition to all the Tennants, 

not to dare to pay herany rent, he allowing her only 

a bare maintenance, very ſuddenly { when ſhee leaſt 
expeRed or dreamt thereof) takes horſe, and rides 

home to his fathers, where hee reſoluesto make the 

greateſt part of his reſidence ; and all the teares and 

prayers of his wife, are not of power toreclaime or 
retaine him. 


LaY aſſelay ſeeing the vnkindneſle of her Husband 


1 De Merſox, in making her a widdow,almoſt as oonc 


as a wife; as aHo his ingratitude, in depriving her of 
the vic and fruition of her owne eſtate & m 


{leaning her ſo poore an allowance, as could ſcarſc 


warrant her a competent maintenance, ſhee isalmoſt 
ready todie for meere gricfe and ſorrow thereof, but 
how toremedy it,ſhe knowes nat : And now ſhe re- 
repents her folly and indiſcretion, in matching her 
aged ſclfe to ſo young a manas De CMerſor : now ſhe 
doth not onely accuſc, but condemne her owne iea- 
louſfie, which drew her to this foule fatof murthe- 
ring her harmeleſlſe, and as ſhe now belecues, her in- 
nocent Wayting-maid Gratiazay for the which, this 
ingratcfull departurc,and hard vſage of her husband, 


| is but the leaſt, andas ſhe tearmes ir, but the fore-run- 


nerof greater puniſhments,which Ged hath ordained 


| andreſerucd for her : yea, it is not onely a gricfe ro, 


her 
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| her thoughts, bur a vexationro her heartand ſoule,to. 
| ſee her ſelfe made themocking ſtocke and laughter of 
all cAans, and Maine , who rather excuſe her hus-, 
[bands youth, then any way pitic or commiſerate her 

age; and to ſee thar the friends of her proſperitie: 
turne their backs and faces to her, in her a ition and 

pouertie : and if thee haue any hope yer left, to affiſt 

and comfort her in theſe her calamities , it is by en- 
deauoring to reconcile and reclaime her husband to 

her by Letrers : when taking pen and paper, ſhee 
within a moneth of his departure, ſends him theſe 
few lines : 


Sg Ince at thy requeſt 1 both recanted my Telouſic to thy 
[e!fe,and repented my crucltic ro my mayd Gratiana, 
what hane 1 commited or done, that ſhould _—_ this 
thy ingratefull, and as I may truely ſay, Heart killing de- 
parture ? for hauing made 4 moit exatt Scruteny im my 
thoughts and ſonle , either of them informe me, and both 
aſfure mee, that the freeneſie and ſeruency of my affettion 
towards thee, deſerued not ſo cruel, bat a farre more cour- 
reous requitall. If my Age bee any way diſþ/caſing to thy 
| youth, yet depriue me not of the felicitie of thy ſight and 
| preſence, wherein 1 not onely delight, but glory. * And al- 
theuzh I canbee content that thou ay with my wealth, 
yet make mce not ſo wn , as to ſtare both in and for 
thy preſence. If any haue giuen thee any ſiniſter or falſe 
impreſſions ,either of my ſelfe or aGions, why if thy affec- 
{ 1409 to mee will not deface them, at leaſt let thy pitte: Tea, 
reternt my ſweet and deare Husband, and what erroxs or 
faults ſoruer thou ſayeſt 1 haue committed, 1 will not onely 
redeeme them with kiſſes,but with teares. 

f La VASSELAY, | 


De 
——_—_——_—_— — — ——_—_—— m_—_ — — A, 
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De Merſon having receiued this his wiues Letter, 
ie works ſuch poore cffeds in his affeRion, as he doth 
rather reioyce then commiſlerate hereſtate and ſor- 
rowes; yea,he ſo {lights her and her remembrance, as 
once hee had thought to haue anſwered her letter 


with ſilence , bur art laſt he(ſome eight dayes after)ce- 
turnes herthis anſwer : 


VV hope can 1 hane of thy AﬀeQion,when 1 ſee 
| thou art inuiolably conftant to thy Icloulic , and 
if the Scruteny of thy thoughts and ſdule bee as true as 
theu pretendeſt , yet 1 feare that this Telowſie of thine, is 
not the greateſt,but the leaſt of thy crimes, Thow writeſt 
| me, that I giue a cruel requitall to thy affettion, but pray 
God, thou haue not ginen 4 mare ſharpe and inhumane 
one to Gratiana's ras and Chaſtitie; Neither is it 
thy Age, but thy ImperfeRions and Vices , which are 


that with as much patience, 451 can digeſt theſe withins- 
poſſibilities. If thou want meanes,1 willgrant thee more; 
but for my preſence, 1 hawe maya: $0 deny thee. 1 
know none but thy ſelfe, which hath giuen me - 
(ons of thy ations; and if. thoſe were falſe, they would 
proue thy true happines, 45 now they doe * ery yhich 
my affettion doth pitie, though cannot reareſſe. 1t is but 
| in vaine for thee, either 10 expett or hope for my returne; 
and ſth thy faults and errors are beſt knowen ro thy ſelfe, 
let thy repentance redeeme them tewards God : for nei- 
ther thy kiſſes nor teares, can or ſhallto me. 

| Dx MERSON, 


ſo farre from comforting, as it doth moſt c— 
. V affli 


both difþ leaſing and odions to my youth - for 1 could brook | 


This Letrer of De Merſonto his wife LaYaſſelay, is] 
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afflit her : And although his diſcontents be ſuch, as 

ſhe ſecs iralmoftimpoſſiblero reconcile and reclaime 
him : 'yctbeing exceedingly perplexed, and grieued 
with this her ſolitary and diſcontented life , ſhee yet 
hopes that a fecond Letter may obtaine that of him, 
which hcr firſt could not : when fixe- moneths time 
being now flipt away ſince his departure, ſhee faig- 


ning her ſelfe ſicke, writes vnto him againe to this 
effect : 


f 
Hy abſence hath ſo deprined my ioges,andengendred 
- ſorrowes , that Sickneſſe threatens my hife to bee 
neere her __ : Soamong a world of diſcontents , let 
mee yet beare this one Content to my graue , that I may 
once more ſee thee, whom ſo tenderly 1 both defire,, and 
long to ſte : and if 1 cannot bee fo happie as to lint, 
at the leaſt make mee ſo fortunate, as to dye in thine 
Armes : which 1 knowe not whether it be 4 greater Cha- 
ritie for thee to graunt , or a Crueltie to denie mee 
this requeſt of mine: For my Deare De Merſon , if 
thou wilt not bee plegſed ts bee my Husband, yet bee 
not offended to rem that 1 am thy wifes and with- 
all, that as I- defire thy retarne , ſo that I hane not 
deſerued thy departure : But if thon wilt ftill bee in- 
exorable to my requeſts, theſe Lines of mine , which 
1 write thee rather with T eares then Inke , ſhall beare 
witneſſe betwixt thy ſelfe and mee , of my Kindneſſe , 
of thy. Craeltic, and how my Life ſought thy Aﬀetti- 
en , though my Death coulal neither finde , nor obtaime it, 


| LA VASSELAY. 


| | Op 
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De eMerſon reades this Letter with laughter ; 
yea, hee is ſp inſenſible of her Lines, Requeſts, 
and Teares, as if another had ſent him newes of her 
Death , as ſhee her ſelfe did of her Sickneſſe,it had 
beene farre more pleaſing, and better welcome ro 
him. But thinking how to gall her to the quicke, 
to the end hee might hencetoorth ſave her the 1a- 
 bour te write him any more Letters, and himſelfeto 
xecciue and peruſe them , hee returnes her this ſharpe 
and bitter anſwer: 


T7, is thy Errours , not my Abſence , which hath ex- 
A. changed thy Ioyes into Sorrowes ,, and if thy life draw 
neere her period , they cannot bee farre fromtheirs, My 
ſight is a poore content for thee to beare 18 thy grane , fith 
4s « Chriſtian, thou ſhouldeſt delight to ſee none but 
Sauiour, nor bee Ambitious to line in any armes 
but bis : and if thou hold not this to be Charitie, 1 know 
#thers cannat repute it Craeltie, That 1 am thy Hul- 
band 1 grawunt, and that thou art my Wife ," I not 
denie: But yet 1 feare thy heart knowes, though thy 
Pen affirme thecontrary , that 1 hane farre more rea- 
ſon for my departure, then thow to deſire my returne. 
And if thou wilt yet knowe more , if the Inke where- 
with thou writeſt thy Letter bee Teares, pray Go D 
thow diddeft not bedeawe Gratiana's Winding-ſheete 
and Coffin , both with her Teares , and Blood : for 
haddeſt thou not beene cruel, yea, inhumane to her , 1 
| wowld newer haue beene wnkinde 16 thee: And to con- 
clude , line 45 happy , as I feare her death will make thee 
dye miſerable. | 
Drs MERSON, 
V 2 The 
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. Thereccitand peruſall of this Letter,doth not on- 
ly gricue butafflit and torment La Yaſſelay - for the | 
very remembrance of: De «Merſon his ſuſpition and 
apprehenſion,that ſhe had a hand inthedeath of Gra. 
114ns, doth as itwere pierce herhearr, as well with | 
feare as ſorrow : for as her rtie lay before at his 
mercy, ſonnowſhe knowes doth her life, and thar fith 
he will not loue her, hee may chance ſo maligne and 
hate her, as to reueale it. Whereupon to ſecure her 
feare,and to warrant the ſaretic of her life, ſhe ſoone 
exchangerh her loue into hatred, and her affetion 
and ielouſie,into enuy rowards him ; yea, her inraged 
and incenſed thoughts, engenger and imprint ſuch 
bloody defignes of reuenge in her heart, as aban- 
doning the _ and of God, ſhe impiouſly con- 
cludes a match with the Deuill, to diſpatch and mur- 
ther him; and from which bloody and damnable de- 
ligne, no regard of God, or her Sexle, nor reſpeRt of 
Heauen or Hell, can or ſhall diuert her : when ouer- 
paſſing a ſmall parcell of time, wherein ſhe ruminated 
and pondered , how ſhee ſhould ſend him from this 
life ro another : atlaſt her malicious curiofitic makes 
her thoughts fall on Ze Yillerre, being his Gentleman, 
who ſtill followed him, as holding him a fit Agent to 
attempt, and inſtrument to finiſh this bloody buſines, 
which ſo much imported her content and ſafertic , 
grounding her reaſens vpon the greatnes of his heart 
andmind , and the weakneſle of his purſe & meanes; 
as if pouertic were a ſufficient cauſe and priuiledge 
ro commit ſo treacherous and bloody a fat : When 
knowing himto bee then in Mans , receiuing vp his 
Maſters Rents, ſhe fends for him, to whom (the dore 
bolced ) ſhe tells him ſhe isro requeſt his ſecrecy ina 
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buſineſſe which infinitely rends to his He pro», 
miſeth it her : but ſhe will have him ſwearethercun- 
to, which he doth : when with ſighs and reares,ma- 
king a bitter inueRiue,and recapitulation of her Huſ- | 
| |band, his maſters vndeſerued indignitie and crueltie 
|rowards her, ſhe then and there makes a propofitien 
'ro him, to murtherhim for ker,and that the will give 
him a thouſand crownes to effeR it, La Yillerteſee- 
ing the greatneſle of the danger,in that of the crime, 
ſeemes not onely diſcontented , but awazed herear:; 
for although he loue gold well, yet hee will norpur- | 
chaſe it at ſodeare arate, andbaſc and damnable a 
price,as that of his maſters blood : when ſeeing ſhee 
could not preuaile,ſhe againe puts himin mind of his 
oath to ſecrecy; which he againe vowes nener to in- | 
fringe or violate : and withall, like a good Seruant, 
ſcekes ro diſſwade and diuerrt her from ſuch bloody 4 
rhoughts and attempts. Had £a Yillette remained in 
the puritic and candeur of this his Religious'and 
Chriſtian Reſolution, nor to- imbrue or diſtaine his 
hands in the innocent blood of his Maſter, -ir would 
haue made him as happy , as wee ſhall ſhortly ſec him 
miſerable,in attempting and executing the contrary: 
for as a propenſion and reſolution to Yertue, bode 
not onely Honour, but ſafetiez ſo the contrary effeas 
thereof, produce not onely ſhame, but miſery. To 
foreſee finne, is a pious wiſdome ; but to.preuentand 
eſchew it, is alwayes a moſt wiſe and bleſled pietje. 
And whereas T ime ſhould rather decreaſe then en- 
creaſe ; and rather root out, then plant Malice in our 
thoughts, and Ensy in our Reſolutions; yer directly 
contrary,that of Za Y sffelayto her husband De Aer- 
| ſon, doth not dyec,burt liue, willnor —— ; | 
F— If r 
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for a moneth or two more being runne out, and expi- 
red,and La Yilette againe in Mans, her malice to her 
husband is ſo inueterate and implacable,as ſhe againe 
ſends for him to her houſe, where (in great ſecreſie 
and intended affetion) ſhee tels him, thatifhe will 
mucther his maſter ſhe within ſixe moneths will mar- 

him in requitall, and nor onely liue his faithfull 
wife, but dic his obedient and-conſtant handmaid. 
Now although her firſt profter of a thouſand crowns 
could not- procure of La Yillette, theſe her ſugred 


ſpeeches, which ſhe intermixeth with kiſſes, and the 


confideration of ſo many thouſands,which her eſtate 
not onely promiſeth, but aſſureth,doth, ſo as forget-. 
ring his a vertue, to remember his future vice, 
he (like a damnable villaine) ſweares to herro cffeR 


i : which wretched Verball contra, they inter- |: 


ly ſcale with oathes and kiſſes, which (if 

ad had any feare of God,or care of their ſalua- 
tions) they ſhould hauc deteſted with horror,andab- 
horred with deteſtation : neither will his malice (or 
the Deuillthe Author thereof)giue him leaue topro. 
traRt or defer it : for hauing reſolucd ro murther him 
as he rides abroad ; his maſter ori a time being inuited 
to agenerall hunting, by the Baron of Saint Suſanna 
(ſonne and heire to Monſienr de Y arennes) at his ſaid 
Towne of Seſanna,as he came riding homewards to- 
wards his Fathcrs houſe of Manfrelle, he in the midſt 
of agreat wood, necre vnto the ſmall village of Saint 
Georges , riding behind his maſter , diſchargeth his 
Piſtoll, loaden with a brace of bullets thorow his 
reynes,which makes him inſtantly fall off dead from 
his horſc to the ground. When this helliſh ſeruant 
LaFillette , ſeeing his maſterdeuoyd of breath , and 
groueling 
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| groueling and weltring in his blood, he hauing ated 
the part of a finnefull Devill, in commirting this cra- 
ell murther , now reſolues ro aſſume, and repreſent 
that of a ſubtill Hypocrite inconcealing it : when de- 
rermining to report that they were both aſſauked, 
and his maſter ſlaineby theeues ; he to make all his 
| ations conduce and tooke that way,chargeth his Pi- 
ſtoll againe with another brace of bullets, and ſhoots 
thorow his owne hat,giues himſelfe a cut ore his left 
hand,andthen breakes his Rapier, takes his owne Pi 
ftoll, and his Maſters Rapier, and throwes itiinto 4 
Pond cloſe adioyning ; takes likewiſe his maſters 
purſe and watch foorth his pocker, and hides it ſe- 
cretly : and then the more cunningly and knauiſhly 
roblcare and deceine the eyes of the world , thereby 
ro make this his Hypocrific paſſe the currenterhe ha- 
ving purpoſely prouided himfele of rwo ſmall cords ; 
with the one he binds both his owne feet, and with 
the other (by a pritty ſleight) ſlips thercin his axrmes 
behind his backe , and then ſctring himſelfe againſt a 
tree, he very pittifully weepes,groanes, and cries out 

n the rheeues and murtherers of his 'Maſter De 
Merſon-when three Gentlemen of Brittaine, traucling 
that way towards Paris, repaire to his affiſtance , 
whom they find out by his cries: to whom herelates 
that five theeues had aſfaulted his Maſter and him-- 
ſelfe , that hee fought in rhe defenee as long as his 
| ſword held ; that his maſter was kild with a Piſtol, 
then rob'd,and himſclfe ſhot thorow, and wounded, 
and bound as they faw. When theſe three Brirtifh 
Gentlemen,gricuing atthis mournefull accident ,. and 
bloody ſroecle hey inſtantly cut the cordswhere- 
with he was bound,and fo hauing conueyed the dead 
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| corps tothe next Cortage, they runnevpand downe 
the wood to find out.theſe theeues and murtherers, 
but in vaine: ſo Ls Yillette having thanked theſe Gen- 
tlemen for their affeRtion and charity rowards his 
dead maſter, and liuing ſelfe : He with a wonderfull 
exteriour ſhew of ſorrow, takes care for the ſpee- 
dy and decent tranſporting home of his breathleſſe 
Maſter to Manfrelle : where his mournfull Father re- 
ceiues, and buries him with infinite griefe, lamentati- 
on.and teares. | 

In the meane time,this murtherous ZaYilerte gines 
priuate intelligence therof to the bloody La Fahey, 
who although ſhe inwardly receiue this newes with | 
extreme conrent & ioy,to ſee her ſelfe freed of ſo vn- 
kind and ingratefull a husband;yet publiquely to the 
nu of the world (thereby-the better to delude and 

eceiue the world, ſhe contrariwiſe takes on blackes, 
ſceming to be exceedingly mournetull, penſiue, and 
forrowfull thereat : but God will ſhortly diſcouer the 
falſhood of theſe her teares z and in the triumphs of 
his e,pull oft the maske of this her deſembling 
and crencherous Hyparife : For as ane, Laval, 4s 
giers,, and all the adiacent Townes and Countrey, 
gricuesat this lamentable murther of De Merſon + ſo 
they as much admirc and wonder to ſee Ifis old wid- 
dow La V afelay ſo ſhortly married & eſpouſedto his 
Gentleman La Y illette, whole Nuprtials are celebrated 
and conſummated farre within the tearme of fixe 
moneths after. _ the curious wits - _ ns 
& countreys, conſidering what a prepoſterous courſe 
and reſolution this was Þr her —_— her husbands 
man, and withall , ſo ſoone ; as alſo that there was 


none other preſent bur himſelfe, when his Maſter De 
| ; Merſog 
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Merſon was murthered, it is vnbragious ; andleaues' 
a ſpice of feare, and ſting offuſpirion in their heads ; 

that there was. more in' the wind then was 'yet 
knowne, and therfore knowing no more, they deferre 
the deretion thereof, te the prouidence and pleaſure 
of Ged, who beſt, yea, who onely knowes in Heawen, 
| how to conduR and mannage theaRons here below! 
| on Berth : and now indeed the very time is come, 
' thatthe Lord will no longer permit theſe their cruell! 
| and bloody murthersto be concealed, butwill bring 
' them foorth ro-recciue condigne puniſhment : and' 
| for want of other cuidence,and witneſſes,they them- 
{clues ſhall be witneſſes againſt themſclues. And al | 
| though La Yaſelay's poyloning of Gratiaza, and La 
Fillettc piſtolling of his maſter De Merſon, were cun- 
ningly contriued, and ſecretly perpretrated ; yet wee 
ſhall ſee the laſt of theſe bloody murthers occaſion 
the diſcouery and deteRion of the firſt, and both of 
them moſt tcuerely and ſharply puniſhed for thele | 
their bloody crimes and hortible offences, The man- 
ner is thus, | 
| Theſetwoexecrable wretches, La YVillette,and La 
' /V4ſelay haue not liued married aboue ſome ſeuen or 
; cight monethes, but he being deepely in Lawe wirh 
; Monſieur De Manfrelle,his Predeceſfors father , for the 
 dctention'of ſome lancs and writings, heetakes an 
; occaſion to ride home to his houſe of Manfrelſeto 
, him, to conferre of the differences, and/by the way 
| falls into the company of ſome Marchants of Lauall, 
& YVittry, who were returning from the Faire of Char. 
tres : when ryding together for the ſpace of almoſta |. 
whole dayes iourney;the ſecret-prouidence,& ſacred 


pleaſure of God had ſo ordayned, that Ls 7illettes 
| X horſe 
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horſe. who bore himquietly and ſafely before, on a 
Sunday, fuſt goes back-wards in deſpight of his ſpur 
or {wich, and then ſtanding an end on his two hind 
legges, falles quite backe with him, and almoſt 
breakes the bulke and truncke of his body : -when 
having hardly.the power to ſpeakeghis breathfaylirg 
bim, and he m_y no'way but dcathfor him, andthe 
hideous image /thereof apparantly before his eyes, 
the Spirit of God doth fo operate with his ſinnefull | 
ſoule.;ashethereiconfefleth how his wicked wife La 
Paſſelay had cauſed himito murther his maſter De 
Merſon, whom he ſhot ro death with his Piſtoll; that | 
ſhe firſt ſeduced him with a thouſand Crownes to 
performe it,which he refuſed ; burthen her conſent 
to marry him,madc him nor onely atrempr, bur finiſh 
that bloody bufineſſe, ,whereofnow from his very 
heart and ſoule he repented himſelfe, and beſeceched 
the Lord to forgiue it him. 
» But heere before the' Readers curiofitic carry him 
further, letme in the nanfe and feare of God, both 
requeſt and conjure him, to ſtand amazed, and won- 
der with me,at his ſacred prouidence, and inſcrutable 
wiſedome and iudgement, which moſt miraculouſly 
concurres and ſhines in this accedent, and eſpecially 
in three eſlentiall and moſt apparent circumſtances 
thereof: For it was on the very ſame horſe, the ſame 
cay tweluemonth,& in the very ſame wood, & place, 
where this cxecrable wretch La Yillerre tormerly 
murthered his maſter De £Aerſon : Famous , and no- 
roriouscircumſtaiices,which deſeruero be obſcrued, 
and remarked of all the children'of God; yea,& ro be | 
imprinted and ingrauen inthcir hearts and mcmories, 


thereby to deter vs from the like crimes of muither. | 
Now * 
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Now theſe honeſt Merchants of Lawel,and Yitrry 
(as much in charity to Ze Yilertes life,as in execration 
of that confeſſed murther of his Maſter De Merſon) 
conuey him to an Inne in Saint Georges, when expe- 
Ring euery minute, that he would dyc in their hands, 
they ſend away poaſt to aduertiſe the Preſdiall Court 
of Mans heercof,; (within whoſe Iuriſdiion Saint 
Georges was) who ſpeedily command La Yillerte to be 
brought thither ro themaliue or dead ; But God re- 
ſerucd him from that naturall, ro a-more infamous 
death, and made him liuetill he came thither;where! 
againe he confeſſerh this his foule murther of his ma- 
ter De Merſon, and likewiſe accuſeth La Yaſcelay to: 
be the ſole inſtigator thereof, as wee haue formerly 
heard and ynderſtood, Whereupon hee'is.no ſooner! 
.ex2mined, but this. bloody old Hagge is likewiſe im- 
priſoned : who with many aſleuerations and teares, 
denies, and rctorts this foule crime from her ſelfe to 
him. But her Iudges are too wiſe tq belceue the weak- 
nefle and1qualiditic of this her foolh iuſtification-: 
So whiles they are: confung on her, De Bremay ha- 
uing notice of all rheſe accidents, bur cloecially of 
La aſselay's impriſonment;he (ſtil apprehending and 
fearing., that ſhee vndgubredly was the death of his 
daughter Gratiana. ) takes. Poaſt from Nogent, to 
Mans, where heacculcth her thereof to the Crymi- 
nell uages of thar Preſidial{ Court : who vpon theſe 
her double accuſations, adiudge her.torthe Racke, 
when at the ery firſt torment thereof, ſhe at laſt (pre- 
ferring the life of her ſoule, before that of her body) 
cqnfellerh her ſelfe to be the Actor of her, firſt crime 
of «Hurther,andithe Authovr of the ſecond: :when,)' 
and wheveupon- the 1#4z2es (reſembling therfiſelues) 
x X 2 
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in deteſtation, and for hy ren of theſe her foule 
crimes , condemne him to be hangd, and fhee to bee 
burnt alive; which the next day,arthe common place 
of execution(neere the Halles)in Mans, is according- 
[ly executed, in the preſence, and to the content of a 
| world of people of that citie ,who as much abhorre 
[the enormitic of theſe their bloody crimes, as they 
reioyce and glorific God, for this their (not ſo ſeuere, 
as deſerued)puniſhments. 

As for La Villette hee (like an impious —_— 
aid little c{{e, but that which he had formerly ſpoken 
and delivered inthe wood,at the receiuing of his fall; 
oncly he ſaid, That he had well hoped, thar his great 
wealth which hce had with La Yaſſelay , would haue 
 ſheltred and preſernued himfrom this infamous death 
| for murthering her Husband, and his Maſter, De 
Merſon. 

But as for this bloody Beldame, and wretched old 
Fury, L4 Y afſelay,ſhe was content to grieue at Grati- 
ana's death, thoughnot ro lament or pitie that of her | 
Husband De Merſons : yea,and although ſhe ſeemed 
ro blame herIeloufie towards her, yet her age was ſo 
wretchedly inſtructed in pietic, as ſhe could not find 
in her heart, eirher to make an Apologie,or any way to 
ſeeme repentant for her inhumane crueltic towards 
him : For as ſhe demanded pardon of De Bremay for 
poyſoning his daughter ; ſo ſhe ſpake not a word ten- 
. ding that way ,-to Manfrelle, for cauſing his ſonne to 
be piſtoll'd; only in particulat tearmes, ſhe requeſted 
Ged to forgiue the vanitie of her youth;and in gene- 
rall ones, the worldto forget the offences andcrimes 
| | of her age: And ſo conturing'all olde Widdowes 
{ and Wiues:, to beware by her mournefull and exe- 
| EN crable 
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crable example z her flames and prayers made expig- 
tion forthe offence of her body,and hexfoule monn- 
ted and fled to Heauen, tocraue remiſhon and pardon 
of Ged,who was the only Creator of the one, and Re- 

deemer of the other. f \J ET 
AndA1uch werethe deplorable, yer deſerued cnds 
of this bloudy and wretched couple,Z4FKaſſelay and 
LaVillette, for ſo cruelly murthering harmeleſle Gra- 
tiana, and innocent De Merſon : And thus did Gods 
all-ſeeing, and ſacred Iuſtice, juſtly eriumph ore theſe 
their crying and execrable crimes. O that their ex- 

amples may engender and propagate our refor» 
mation; and that the reading of this their 
lamentable H:fory may teach vs, not 
onely how to meditate thereon, 
ut alſo how to amend 
thereby, 
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| 2.» » » Hiſtory XIV.” 

| Fidelia a4 Czleſtina cauſe Carpi ad Monteleone, 
with their two Laquayes, Lorenzo and Anſclmo, ro 
murther their Father Captaing Benevente , which 
they performe, Monteleone and his Laquay Anſel- 
mo are drown:d, Fidelia hangs her ſc!fe , Lorenzo 
is hanged for a robery , and on the gallowes confeſſeth 
| the murthering of Benevente , Carpi hath his right 
hand , they, his head cut off , Czlcſtina is beheaded 
and her body burnt. 


= \Vr beſt parts being our Vertues and our 
chicfe and Soucraigne Vertue, the purity 
and ſanity of our ſelues 5 how can wee 

| negle& thoſe, or not regard this, except 
werelſolucto ſec our ſelucs miſerable in this life, and 
our ſoules wretched in that to come : and as charity 
isthe cymcnt of our other yertues, ſo enuy (her op- 
poſite)--is the ſubuerſion of this our charity ; from 
| whence flowes rage, reuenge, and many times mur- 


her, (her frequent(andalmoſt)her inſeparable com- 
| £ pan1ons : ;| 
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| Hiſt.X I V.. Benevente and his two bloody daughters.” 
panions : ) bur of all degrees of maliceandenuy,catf 
there be any ſo inhumaneand diabolicall ,'as for two 
acelefle Coin to plot:the dearh of their owne 
ather ; and to ſeduce and obrainetheir rwo louers to 
a and performe it : whereof in this enſuing Hiſtory, 
-we ſhall ſee a moſt barbarous and bloody efiderk _ 


for theſame. In the reading whereof,O that we may 


crimes and puniſhments, to reforme and preucht'our 
owne ; that we may looke on their cruelty with-cha- 
rity , on their rage with reaſon , on their errors with 
compaſſion, on their deſperation with pitty,- and on 
their inhumanity with piectie ; that the mediration 


quench both the fire of our luſt, and the lames of our 
reuenge ; ſoſhull our faiths be fortified, our paſſtons 
reformed, our affeRions purified, & our actions eter- 
nally both bleſſed and ſanRtified * ro-which end, 'F 
have writtcnand diuulgedit. So Chriſtian Reader, | 
if thou make this thy end in peruſing ir, thou wilt 


fore faile not to;giue God the Glory. 


MY yceres ſince the Duke of 0ſſuna (vnderthe 
ommand of Spaine his maſter) was made Y/ce- 
2 oy of the Noble Kingdome of Naples, the which hee 
gouerned with much reputation and honour, al- 
though his fortuncs or ations (how iuſtly or iniuſtly 


clips. In the Cittie-of 01ranto, within the Prouinceof 


asalſotheir condigne puniſhments afflited on: them]. 
haue the grace by the ſight of theſe their fearefull| - 


and contemplation thereof, may terrific our cfioller :| 


then nor faile to receine comfortthereby : andthere: | 


| I know not) haue fince ſuffered and receined an Ec | 


cApulia, there dwelt an ancient rich and valiznt Gen] 


ns (nobly deſcended) rearmed Capraimt Bene” 


= vente, "= 


— —— 
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| vente, who by his deceaſed Lady Sophia Elianora, 


[through their helliſh vices, and inhumane diſpoſiti- 


bur our names cannet grace vs. CA 


| oy his providence : we had not ſeene the Theatre of 
t 
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daughters anda ſennc,, he tearmed Sigmor Richards 
A Laſers they two, the Ladies Fideliaand Celeſtia- | 
4, names indeed , which they will no way deſerues 
but from whomthey will folely difſent andderogare, 


ons toblood and murther: we may ”o_u our names; 
afcroltues notar 
home with his father, but for rhe moſt partat Naples, 
as a chicfe Gentlemen retayning to the Yecersy : where 
he profateth ſo well in ny and tilting (a noble ver- 
rue and exerciſe, (bcyond all other 7talians) naturall 
and hereditary tothe Neopolitanes, )that he purchaſed 
thename of 2bold and brauc Caualier, bur for Fsdelia 
and Celeftina, the clockes of their youth hauing ſtroke 
twentic, and cighteene, the Captaine ther father, 
(thinking it dangerous to haue Ladies of their yeares 
and deſcent farre from him) keepes them at home, 
that his care may prouide them good husbands, and 
his eyepreuent them from ing with others. It 
is as great a bleſſing in children to haue louing Pa- 
rents,as for them to haue obedient children : and had | 
their obedience anſwered his affeRion,and their due- 


is their Hiſtory ſo beſprinkled,and gored with ſuch 
greateffuſion of blood. | 

This Captaine Benevente their father, (for his 
blood, wealth and generoſity) was beloued and ho- 
noured of all the Nobility of Apulia, and for his m14- 
ny ſeruices, both by ſeaand land, was held in ſo great 
eltcemec in 0Ozranto ; that his houſe was an Academie, 
where all the Gallants both of Citric and Couttrey 


reſor- 
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reſorted to backe great Horſes, to runne at the Ring, 
and to praQtiſe other ſuch Courtly and Martiall Ex- 
erciſes , whereunto this old Captaine, as well in his 
age, as youth , was exceedingly addicted : ſo.as the 
beaury of his two daughters, Fidelia, &Celetinacould 
not be long,cither vnſeene, or vnadmired : for they 
grew ſo perfeRly fayre,of ſo ſweet complexions'and 
proper ſtatures,that they were juſtly reputed and held 
to beethe Paragons of Beautie,not onely of L{pulia, 
but of 1taly : bo as beautie being the Gold and Dia- 
monds of Natere; this of theirs( ſo ſweet in its in- 
fluence, and ſo excellent and delicious in that ſweer- 
neſlc) drew all mens eyes to loue them , many mens 
hearts to adore them : ſo had they beene as rich in 
Vertue,as in Beaurie, they had liued more fortunate, 
and neither their friendes nor enemies ſhould haue 
liued to haue ſeene them dye ſo miſerably ; for now 
that proues their ruine, which might haue been their 

lory. They are both of them ſought in marriage, 

y many Barons and Caualiers, as well at home as a- 
broad, but the Captazne their father will not giuecare, 
nor hearken to any, nor once permitthar ſach moti- 
on be moued him : They are ſo immodeſt, as th 
gricuec hereat, and are extreamely. ſorrowfull, ro ſee 
that a few yeares paſt away, makes their Beautics ra- 
ther tade then flouriſh: where Yertze graceth not 
Beantie,as wellas Beaatie, YVertue, it is often a preſage 
and forerunner of a fortuneas fatall,as mile teebila 

But as their thoughts were too impatientand im- 
modeſt, togiue way to ſuch incontinentandirregu- 
lar conceits; ſoonthe other fide, the Captaine their 
father, was too {euere,and withall too vnkind, Im 
fay,cruell, rohinderthem from Marrieze, fith their 
| beautie 


IG61 


| 162 | Gods Rewenge againſt Murther, Booke 111, 


beautie and age had long fince made them both me- 
ritorious and capable of it : It was in them immode- 
ſtie;in him,vokindneſſe,to propoſe ſuch ends; to their 
defircs and reſolutions : for as hee hath authoritie to : 
exact obedience from them ; ſo haue they likewiſe ! 
reaſon to expect fatherly affeion , 'and care from | 
him. But hee is more affected and addicted to his | 
wealth and couctouſneſle, then inclined to regard his | 
daughters content; and therefore is fully reſolucd.not | 
as yet to marry them, which-is a reſolution better | 
left then imbraced , and infringed then kept of him , | 
ſith it may bring foorth cfe&s contrary both to his | 


hopes and dcfues, Ir is commonly dangerous for 
Parents, to content themfſclues with their childrens 
diſcontents: for where Natwe is crofled , it many 
| times degenerates, and prooucs vnnaturall,as the Ca- 
taratts of Nylus make it ſubmerge and waſh Egypt 
with her inundation : But Fidelia, and Celeftina, will 
maketriall of one inuentionand concluſion more be- 
I fore thcy will giue way to their diſtaſte, or ſtrike ſaile 
| to their choller and reuenge. They ſee their father 
is reſolute, and ſeucre in nipping their hopes, and 
crofling their defires of mariage; and yet they hope, 
that although they cannot preuaile with him , hr 
their brother AM /caſero may : to which cnd, the ſoo- 
ner toobtaine and crowne their defires with content, 
they conſult together, and ſo by a confident friend of 
theirs,ſend himthis Letter to Naples - 


D {payring of our Fathers reſolution to marry vs,wee 
aut no other refuge or reconrſe,but to thy ſelſe, and 


p | thy effettion , inrequeting thee powerfully toſolicite bim | 
heeren', that hee may not preferre his golde before our | 
content, 
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content , and conſequently his hopes before our deſpaire «| 


neither could or hearts, or thoughts perſwade vs',. either | 
to imploy or aq varnt any other but thy ſelfe with theſe our | 
deſires , which Modeſty would haue ſuppreſſed, but that 
Truth comtradifted and oppoſed it : Ft: feneritie and 
crucltie is ſuch towards vs , that although wee are ſought 
in marriageby diners Cavaliers our Superiours , yet hee) 
will not permit vs tobee ſeene , much leſſe tobeewedded of 
any. Toyne then thy power to our wiſhes and prayers , and 
thy affection to the procuring of our contents; and we then 
doubt not , but to bee as happy in a Brother, as otherwiſe 
wee feare, wee ſhall ſee our lee unfortunate, yea, miſera- 
ble in « Father : and as then cant? not forget our diſcem 
4nd Blood; ſo we zealouſly pray and beſeech thee,to rememe. 
ber,if not our Beautie,our Touth, ' 


FiDELIA,. 
C2ZLESTINA, 


Their Brother receiues this their Letter :-he is roo, 
brauc, generous, and courteous, to be ynkind to any, 
eſpecially to young Ladies,and moſt eſpecially to his 
fiſters, whoſe content he makes and reputes his owne, 
He comes to Otranto, deales cffeually with the Cap- 
taine his father hcrein, who gives him this anſwere : 


That he hath prouided the Baron of Carp for Fidelia,| 


and the Knight Bartholomeo Monte-leone for Caleſtina , 
and that within fifreene dayes'they are to come to 0- 
irentoto {ce them : which newes doth exceedingly 
reioyce firſt himſelf,then his ſiſters: but their ioy ſhall 
not laſt long, but be buried as ſoone as borne, With- 
in the prefixed time theſe two Noble men come, but 
they are hatefull, and not pleaſing to Fidelis, and Ce- 
l:flina; for the Barron of Carptis crook-backr, and 

T 3 ſquint- 
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ſtow it on ſuch deformed husbands: and alrhough re- 
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ſquint-eyed,and Monte-leone is lame of one leg. Theſe 
Ladies valewethcir beauty at too high arate, to be- | 


us accepteth of Yulcan, yet they will hanenone of | 
| theſe; becauſe they deeme no hell to thatof a diſcon. | 
rented bed : heretofore they wiſhed for Sutors, and 
now they wiſhthey were well riddof theſe; and fo 
ſacrificing to their owne contents, they ſet vp this re- 
ſolution in their hearts & ſoules,that they will rather 
dye maydcns , then liue to ſce themſclues wiues to 
ſuch husbands. Their father receiues Carpi & Monte. 
leone courteouſly,and entertaines them nobly, accor- 
ding totheirranke and merits : he tells his daughters 
plainely,that they ſhall marry theſe, and none others, 
Thus the Barke of theſetheir re{olutions,are ſurprifd 
and beatenwith two contrary winds : he will bee 0- 
beycd of his daughters,and they will be commanded 
* of their father inall things, but not in this of their 
Marriage. | 
It is neuer good for parents,to force the affeftions 
oftheir children in their marriages, fith ir isa buſines 
which not onely liues, but dyes withthem ; but with. 
all, their owne wills muſt neither bee their law, nor 
their guide : for their Parents haue,(or at leaſt ſhould 
haue) more experience and iudgement then they, to 
ſee whoare, and who are not fit matches for them : 
But where authority oppoleth affeRtion, or affection, 
reaſon, there ſuch marriages are {till vſhered on with 
diſcontent,and wayrtcd and atrended on with miſery. 
Likewiſe, there is a great reſpe@ and confideration 
tobe obſerucd by Parents,in the inclinations and na- 
| tures of their children : for ſome will beperſwaded, 
or reproucd with a word, wheras othcrs will become 


| 


more 
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more headſtrong and rebellious with menaces and 
threats, Had this Captaine attempted and pradti- 
ſed the firſt, and not theſecond toward theſe two La- 
dies his daughters,peraduentvre they had neuer Teapt 
from reafonto rage , from obedience to- contempt, 
nor from hope to diſpaire; yea, I dare preſume to a- 
verre with truth and ſafety,that we ſhouid haue ſeene 
them all as happie, as I now feare we ſhall ſee them 
miſerable. 

But toproceed with their Hiſtory, they are preſſed 
by the Captaine their father, and importuned by the 
twonoble men thcir Surors, to finiſh and confirme 
theſe contrats. But Fidelea and Celeſtina with a true 
ſemblance of diſtaſte,and yet a falſe ſhew of curtefic, 
giue thedeniall ro their father in particular tearmes, 
and ro them in general: He ſtormes at theirdiſobe- 
dience, and they impute this excuſe of theirs, tomo- 
deſtic, ratherthen vnkindneſſe : They flatter them- 
ſelues with this hope, that ſth they are fayre, they 
muſt be courteous, and cannot be cruell ; or ifthe 


nage his daughters affefions,as all things ſhall ſort to 
their deſires and expeRations ; but they ſhall come 
to0 ſhort of their hopes: for they are neither reſerued 
forthe Ladies , northe Ladies for them : but whiles 
thus they are buſie in aduancing the proceſle of their 
affetions , Fidelia and Celeſtine attempt a contrary 
enterpriſe : forthey with teares and prayers, requeſt 
their brother C4/caſers,, importunately to ſolicirte 
their Father intheir behalfe : that he will not enforce 
them to marry.thoſe whom they cannot affe, much 


performes with much zeale aud perſwafion : but hce 
Y 3 cannot 


contrary,that the Capraine their father will ſo ma- | 


leſſe obcy : which like a noble and deare brother hee | 


— 
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cannot preuaile with him , nor —_— any other 
anſwere, thenthatthey muſt and ſhall marry them, 
and onely them, 

Had this reſ@lution of their father beene more cur. 
reous, and leſlc govoun towards his daughters , this 
Hiſtory of theirs,had not deſerued ſo much pitry and 
compaſſion , nor would haue drawen ſo many fighes 
from the hearers , or teares from the Readers : for 
now ſecing their father cruelly reſolued to offer vio- 
lence to theiraffetions, they begin to hate him, be- 
cauſe he wilnot better loue them. And here(O© here) 
they enter into deuilliſh machinations, and helliſh 
conſpiracies againſt him: for as he plots their diſcon- 
tents,ſ{o doe they his deſtrution. Fidelia and Cele- 
fine ſee their blood, and cauſe one, and therefore {o 
they pretend ſhall be their fortunes : they wouldre- 
ueale their intents and deſignes each to other, but the 
faR is ſo foule and vnnaturall, as for a whiles the 
cannot, but they need no other Oratory then their 
owne ſullen and diſcoiitented lookes, for cither of 
them may read a whole LeRure of griefe and choller 
in each others eyes, till at length tyred with the im- 
portunity of their father, and the impaciency of Car- 
pi,and Aomteleone : Fidelea as the more audacious of 
the two, firſt breakes it to her fiſter Ces , in this 
manner. That ſhe had rather die, then be compelled 
to marry One whom ſhe cannot affeR : that the Ba- 
ren of Carpi is not for her, nor ſhe for him, and that 
fich her father is reſolute in this match, (although ſhe 
be his daughter) ſhee had rather ſee him laid in his 
graue, then her ſelfe in Carpi”s bedde, There needs 
not many reaſons, to perſwade that which we deſire, 
For Celejtinatells her ſiſter plainely , that ſhe (in all 


points)} 
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points) 1oynes and concurres in opinion with her, ad- 
ding withall, that the ſooner their father isdiſpar. 
ched,the better z becauſe ſhe knowes they ſhallnever 
receiue any content on Earth , till he be in Heanen : 
and ſo they conclude he ſhall die, 

Bur «/as, what helliſh & deuiliſhdaughters are theſe, 


ro ſeeke the death of their fathcr,of whom they have | - 


receiued their lives? who cuer read of a Parracide 
more inhumanely cruell, orimpiouſly bloody * 1o it 
ever murther went vnreuenged, this willnor; for wee 
thall ſee the Authors and Actors thereof moſt ſeucre- 
ly puniſhed for the ſame. Men and women may bee 
ſecret in their ſfinnes, but God will be iuſt in his de- 
crees, and ſacred in his iudgements : what a religious 
reſolution had ir beene in them, to haue retired, and 
not aduanced in this their damnable attempt , but 
they arc too prophane,to haue ſo much pitty,and roo 
outragious to hearken to this religious reaſon : yea, 
they are too impious to hearken to Grace,and too re- 
aengefull and Bloody minded, to giue carecitherto 
_—_— Dmetie, or Religion. So now like two incenſed 
and implacable furies , they conſult how and in what 
manner they may free themiclacs of their father: 


Fidelia propoſeth diugrs degrecs and ſeuerall ſorts of 


murthers, but Cele#ina likes none of them, in ſome 
ſhe finds reomuchdanger, in others too little afſu- 
rance, and therefore as young as ſhe is, ſhe inuentsa 
plot,as ſtrange as ſubtil,and as malitious & diabolical 
as ſtrange : ſhe informcs her, thatto be rid of her fa- 
ther, there cannot be a ſecurer courſe then to ingage 
the Baron of Carp; , and the Knight of CA/onteleone 
to murther him : Fidelja wonders hereat , ſaying, it 
will be impoſhble forthem to be drawen to performe 

it; 
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it,firh they both know ant ſee,thart the Captaine their 
father louesthem ſo well, as will ornill, they muſt be 
their husbands. But Czlcſtina's revengetull plor is fur- 
ther fctcht,and more cunningly ſpunne : for ſhe hath 
not begun it, to leaue it raw and vnfiniſhed ; butislo 
confident in her deuillith induſtry,as ſhe affirmes ſhee 


{will perfet and make it good. Fidelia demaunds 


how. Caleſtina anſwereth, That they both muſt make 
a feigned and flattering ſhew, to _—_ their diſtaſte, 
and now to affeR Carp;, and Honte-leone, whom be- 
fore they could not : that having in this manner 
drawen them to their lure, when they attempt to vrge 
Marriage, they ſhall bothagree to informe them,that 
it is impoſſible for them to obtaine it,whiles the Cap- 
tainetheir father liues, fith albeit in outward appea- 
rance hee make a fairc ſhew to make them their huſ- 
bands, yet that he meancs and intends nothing leſle, 
for that he hath giuen them expreſſe charge and com- 
mand (at any hand) notto loue or affet them; which 
is the maine and ſole cauſe, that hath ſo long with- 
held them from making ſooner demonſtrations of 
their affeRions towards them : and this(quoth ſhee) 

will occafion and prouoke them to attempt it, ad- 
Cing, that by this mcancs, they may giue two ſtrokes 

with one ſtone,and ſo not onely be rid of our father, 

but likewiſe of Carpi and Monte-leone,who peraduen- 
ture may be wing abu and executed for the fact; 
and for our ſategard and ſecurity,we will powerfully 
coniure and ſweare them to ſecrecie. 

There isno webb finer then that of the Spider,nor 
treachery ſubtiller then that of a woman, eſpecially 
if ſhee contemne Charity for Reuenge, her Soule for 
her Body, God for Sathan, and conſequently Heauen 


for 
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for Hel: how elſe could this young Lady lodge fo 
reuengeful aheartin ſoſweer a body ? or ſhroud ſuch 
bl conceits and inuentions vnder ſo faire and 
ſo beaurifull a complexion? 

But the Panther,though his skinne be faire, yet his | 
breath is infeQious : and we many timer ſce,che the 
fouleſt Snake lurkes vnder the greeneſt and beauti- | 
fulleſt leaues. Fidelia giues an atrentiue care to this | 
her ſiſters bloody Srratagem and defigne : thee finds 
it ſure,and the probabilities thereof apparant and ea- | 
ſic,and rherefore approues of it. So theſe two beau- | 
tifull, yer bloody vow, without delay, to ſet it 
''on foot,and in praiſe. 'It is the nature of Rezenge, | 
to looke forwards, ſeldome backwards : but did we 
meaſure the beginning by the end, as well as the end 
by the beginning , our affections would ſauour of far | 
more Religion , and of farre lefſe impietic, and wee 
ſhould then reioyce in that which wee muſt now rc- 
pent, but cannot remedy. They take time at aduan- 
rage, and pertinently acquaint Carps/ and Mornte-leone 
with it. The paſſions of affeion prooue often more 
powerfull then thoſe of Reaſon, they ſuffer them- 
ſelues to bee vanquiſhed and ledd away by the pure 
beautie.and ſweet 0ratory of theſe twodiſcontented 
and treacherous Ladies , without conſidering what 
poyſon lurkes vnder their ſpeeches, and danger vnder 
their tongues: They commir a grofſe and maine er- 
rour , in relying more on the daughters youth, then 
the fathers grauitie ; on their verball,then his reall af- 
fecion ; and ſo they ingage themſelues to the daugh- 
ters, ina very ſhort time to free them of the Captarne 
their father. It was a baſe vice in Gentlemen of their 
| ranke,to violate the Lawes of Hoſpiralitie,in ſo high 
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a degree, asto kill him, who loued themſo dearcly, 
and entertained them ſo courteouſly;and it is ſtrange, 
that both their humours were ſo ſtrangely vitious, as 
to concurre and ſympathize in the attempt of this 
execrable murther : But what cannor vice performe, 
or Ladies procure of their Louers, at leaſt if they 
laye Beauic better then Vertue , and Pleafurc, then 
Pieties 

Captaine Bexeveme is many times accuſtomed af. 
ter dinncr to ride to his Vineyard, andnow and then 
to Alpiats,a neighbour village, where he is familiarly 
(if not too familiarly ) inted with a Tennants 
wife of his, whom he loucd in her youth, and cannot 
forſake in her middle age : perſeuerance in viceneuer 
makes a goodend* a _— is diſtaftfull, but the 
redoubling thereof, is both batefull and odious to 


Lorenzo and Anſelmo with them,aſſoone as they know 
the Captaine to be abroad , onely accompanied with 
his confident Gentleman Framents; and diſguiſin 

themſclues,thcy watch him at the corner of a _—_ 
where of neceſflitic hee muſt paſſe. The cuent anſwe- 
reth their bloody expeRations and deſires : they ſee 
Benevente and Fiamems approching,riding a ſoft trot, 
when like ſo many Fiends and Deuils , they all foure 
ruſh forth the thickets, and(withour any other forme) 
with their Swords and Piſtols, (aftcr ſome reſiſtance) 
kill them dead ro the ground : but this is not the end 
of their helliſh malice and enuy; neither is the vnſati- 
able thirſt of their revenge yer quenched : for they 
take theſe two murthered bodies (whoare a freſh ree- 
king and weltring in their blood) and carry them to a 
neighbour hill, and ſothrow them down into a deepe 
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uarry full of rhicke buſhes and brambles , whereas 
boy thoughtno morrall eye ſhould euer haue ſeene 
them more, 8& then and there they conſule vpon their 
fight. Carps reſolues ro take poaſt for Naples , and 
there for a time to ſhroud himſelfe among the multi- 
tude of the Nobilztie and Coaches, which grace and a- 
dorne that Citie: And Monte-leone reſolues to hye 
towards Brunduſium , with intent, that if theſe mur- 
thers were reticaled, and himſclfe deteRed and accu- 
ſed,he would there embarque himſelfe cither for Ye- 
uice, or Malts : but he hathnotas yet made hispeace| 
and reckoning with God. 
Leaue wee Carps, and his Laquay yarn for Na- 
ples, and let vs ſeewhat accident will ſpeedily befall 
Monte-leone, It is im le for murther togoe _ 


| vnpuniſhed; Monte-leone and his Laquay Anſelms 


ere they ride farre, ſee this poſition verified inthem- 
ſelues: He is prouided of two faire Geanets, one for 
himſelfe, the other for his Laquay , and having raken 
his leaue of Carpr, away he goes for Brunduſinm , but 
he hathnot ridden paſt twelue miles, before his owne 
horſe fell downe dead vader him , which doth ſome- 
thing afflit and amaze him; but this is but the leaſt | 
part of his miſery, and but the very beginning of his 
misfortune; he is enforced to makea vertue of neceſ- 
ſitie, ſo he rides his Laquayes horſe, and he followes 
him on foot. Iris impoſkble for a guiltie conſcience 
to be ſecured from feare : he ridesnarrow lanes, and 
by-wayes, bur at laſtneere the village Blangquettelle he 
meets witha ſwift Ford, which is paſſable for horſe, 
butnot for foot : Here Monte-leone is conftrained to. 
take vp his Laquay LAnſelmebehind him, which hee|' 
doth; bur being in the midſt thereof, the horſe ſtum- 
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bles, and falls wirh both of them vnder him which 
{ . [rsdoneſoſuddenly, that Aonte-leone had no time to 
caft off his Laquay, and ſo they are both drowned, 
and haue neither the Grace nor power to breath , or 
fpeake a word more. 

Gods indgoments are fecret and inſcrutable : had 
they had time to repent, they had oncly loſt their 
liucs; whereas now it is rather to be feared, then wi- 
ſhed, they likewiſe runne the hazard of their foules; 
| But as it is avertueto thinke and cenſure charitably 
of the dead, ſo it muſt needs be a vice to-doe the con- 
trary. Heretofore they thirſted for blood, and(loc) | 
now they haue thcir fill of warer,. All Elements are 
the ſeruants of God, but theſe rwo of fireand water, 
are the moſtterrible, the moſt impetuous. We haue 
but one way to come intothe world, but diuers to go: 
out of it : This is ateſtimony of our weakneſſe,and 
of Gods power. 

By this time Captaine Bexevente, and his man 
Fiementoare found wanting, and nonewes to be had | 
them: his houſe rings,& reſounds with ſorrow,all his | 
ſeruants 8& friends mourn and lament for his abſence, 
and histwo accurſed daughrers ,they ſeeme to be all 
 inteares heereat : but wee ſhall ſhortly ſee this their 
hypocrifie and diſfſimulation both derected and re- 
uenged. They lay all the Country ropurchaſenewes 

of thcir father, and ſpeedily by poaſt advertiſe their 

brother CAl/caſero hereof at Naples, who amazed 
herear, comes away with all poſſible -_ and cxpe- 
| dition : His two ſiſters and himfelte wonderfully 
- mourne and lament for the abſence of their father, 

| andnow-ſceing fiue dayes paft, and nonewes of him, 
they begin to ſuſpeRand feare, that he is made gm. 
and} 


_ 


and murthered ;; and becauſe Fiamento was alone. 
with him,they ſuſpeR him of the fat,whicttheyare 
the fooner induced to belecue, in regard hee is fled, 
and not to bee found : but they ſhall ſoone ſee the 
contrary ;- and that as hec was a faithfull ſeruant ro 
their father his maſter, during his life}, ſo hee was a. 
true companion to him in his death. And although 
CAlcaſers his ſonne vie all poſſible zeale and induſtry 
to find out his fathcr,yet ſith Earth-cannot,now Hea- 
| uen will reucale the newes, and ſight of him. For as 
friends) are hunting of a Stagge neere _—_ they 
purſuc: him on horſebacke ſome five or fixe houres; 
andat laſt being tyred, he runnes for refuge an<ſhel- 
ter, thorow the buſhes and bryers, into the ſame olde 
Quarry , where the dead bodics of Captaine Bexe- 
vente, and his man Fiamento were throwen, The 
Gentlemen Hunters deſcend fromtheir horſes , and 
with their ſwordes drawen, enter purpoſely to kill 
rhe Stagge, which they performey when caſting altde | 
their cyes, they ſee two dead mens bodies, one neere 
the other, whoſe leggs, hands, and faces the Crowes 
had pitifully mangled and defaced. They areamazed 
at this mournefull and valooked for ſpectacle, when 
2pproaching todiſcerne them, they by their elothes, 
find,and know them to be Captain Fenevente,and his 
Gentleman Fiamento. They arc aſtoniſhed & amazed 
hereat;zand ſo oneof them rides backe poaſt to Orran- 
to,to acquaint Alcaſerohis ſonne hereof, who melting 
| into tearcs, returnes with him neere to Alprata; where 
to his vaſpeakeable gricfe, hee ſees the dead bodyes 
both of his father and F/awento, which before all 
ha Hunters he cauſed to be ſearched , and tinds n 
L 3 is 
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ſome neigbouring Gentlemen ( his hinsfolkes and | 
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his father (with a Piſtoll buller) was ſhot thorow the 
head in two places, and runne thorow the body with 
a Rapier inthree ; and that Fiamentohad fiue deepe 
wounds with a Rapier, and once ſhot thorowe the 
head. CAleſers, and the whole company gricue and | 
lament at this ſorrowfull newes;they know well that 
Fiamento did not ſet ypon the Captaine his father, and 
thatneither of them had Piſtolls : and though they 
might imagine it done by thecues , yet they were 
uickly cleared of that iclouſic and ſuſpition,becauſe 
ey finde rich Rings on his maſters fingers,and ſtore 
[of goldin his pockets : So they referring the diſco- 
uy of this bloody and damnable murther to Time, 
to God, the Author and giuer of Time, Alcaſers 
cauſeth the dead bodies, firſt of his father,then of F*. 
aments to be layd in a Coach, which he had purpoſe- 
ly cauſed to be brought thither, and ſo accompanicd 
with all the Gentlemen, returnes with it to 0:rants, 
where all the whole Citie lament and bewayle his 
tragicall diſaſter : and becauſe theſe dead corpes of 
theirs haue receiued wrong, in being ſo long aboue 
ground, Alcaſers that night giues them their due bu- 
rialls, interring F:amentodecently,and his father ho. 
nourably, according as the neceſlity and ſtrineſle of 
thetime would permit him. 

It is now Alcaſers's curioſitic and care, to ſeeke out 
the murtherers of his Father ; and for his ſiſters,they 
are ſo irreligious and wretched, asthey think to mock 
God, and delude the world with their immoderate, | 
yetcounterfeit mourning ; bur it proceeds not from 
their hearts, much leſle from their ſoules. The mor- 
row after their Fathers buriall, they are all three in- 
formed, that CMonte-leone and his Laquay Anſe/me, 
are] 
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aredrownd,as they paſt the Riuer Blangzerrellegwher- 
at he wonders, and his two ſiſters rctoyce and try- 
umph, eſpecially Celeſtins , who now ſecs her ſclfe 
freed, not onely of the Captaine her father whom'ſhe 
hated, bur alſo of rhe Knight Monre-leane her Suror, 
whom ſhee could not loue : Shee is fo impious and 
gracelefle, as ſhe doth reioyce,bur will neither repent 
nor pitie at rheſe accidents ; yea, ſhe ſoſleighrly and 
trivially paſſeth ouerthe remembrance of her fathers 
earns! and bloody death, as if murther were no 
ſinne,or that God had ordained no puniſhmenefor it: 
Shee weares her mourningatrtire and weeds,morefor 
ſhew then ſorrow : for her father was no foener layed 
in his grage, but ſhe builds many Caftles of plexyare 
in theaire of her extrauagant & ambitious ous ra 
vowing that ere long, ſhee will haue'a Gailane © her | 
owne chooſing to her husband : but ſhee may come 
too ſhort of her hopes, and perchance finde a halter 
for her necke , before a wedding Ring for her finger. 
As for her brother Alcaſero, his thoughts are roauing 
and roaming another way : for he finds it ſtrange, 
that the Barron of Carpi comes not to condote with 
him for his father, and to continue his ſutCand affe- | 
ion to his fiſter F;delzs, whereat: hee bothadmires 
and wonders,and not onely takes it in ill part,butalſo 
begins ro ſuſpe&, and to caſt many doubts and iea- 
loufies thereon; andwhar the iſſae thereof will bee, 
or what effeQs it will produce , we ſhall ſhortly ſee. 
Burt a moneth or two being blowen away, Carp# 
hearing no ſuſpition or talke of him , and thinki 
all rhings in a rcadinefſe for him to bee aſſured, 
and contraQted to his Lady and Miſtris Fidelis , 
| hee takes a newe Laquay , and apparrelling him 
in 
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Fin a contrary Liuery, ſends him ſecretly to Otrento, 


with this Letter to her : 


Here are ſome reaſons that ſlay mee for not comming 
ro Otranto, t0 condele with thee for the death of thy 
Father , which what they are, none canbetter imagine 
[then thy ſelfe : when thy ſorrowes are onerblowen , Twill 


176 


come #0 thee, in hope to bee as _— in thy preſence, as thy 
abſence makes me miſerable. I haue giuen thee ſotrut and 
s reall a—_ of my affettion, as thou ſhoulde#t affer 
nap leeniuſtice, and to thy ſelfe extreame ininry to 
| t thereof; For what greater teſtimony canſt thou fu- 
| turely expeet, then to beleene 1 will ener prefer thy loue be- 
fore mine owne life: if thy conſtancy anſwer mine, Heauen 
may, but Earth cannot croſſe our _ I pray frenifie 
mee how thy brother flands affetted to our affettions; thy 
anſweres ſhall haue many kiſſes,and 1 will excr both honour 
. | endbleſſe the hand that writ it, 

CARPI, 


The Laquay comes to 0trexts, and findes out Fi- 
| delia, ro whom (with much care and ſecrecie) he de- 
livers his Maſters Lettter,and commends, and reque- 
|ſterh an anſwere. F:de/is receives the one, and pro- 

miſerh the other : but ſhee is perplexed and troubled 
in mind, Hcere her thoughts make a ſtand, and con- 
ſulr whether ſhee ſhall open this Letrer, or no. Her 
Conſcience hath heretofore yeelded to the death of 
her Father ; and now Religion beginnes to work vp- 
on the life of her Conſcience, which indeed is that 
of her Soule, Had ſhee perſcuered in this courſe of 
pietie, her repentance might haue pleadcd for her 
| diſobedience,and her contrition redeemed her crime; 
3 SOAR DAA® a(t 209 aLERE 
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bur ſhee forſakes the Helme that might have ſteered] | 
her to the Port of happineſle, and-fafetie;and fo fills} 


the ſayles of her reſolutions with the winde of de- 
ſpayre,which threaten no lefle then ro {plirthe Barke 
of her life on the rocks of her deſtruction and death. 
Shee-now beginnes to. hate company , which before: 
ſhe loued, and to loue ſolitarinefſe, which before thee 
hated, yea, the liuing picture of her dead Father, 
doth ſo haunt her thoughts, and frequent her iniagi- 
nations, that whereſocuer ſhee is, it is preſent with 
her. Remorſe, as a Yultwre gnawes at her heart and 
conſcience; yea, though nothing dofearc her,yer ſhe 
fearcs all things. Shee ſees no man running behinde 
her, bur ſhe thinks he purpoſely followes her todrag 
her to priſon : ſhee is atraid of her owne ſhaddow, 
and thinkes, that not onely euery tower, bur every 
houſe will fall vpon her : ſhe will not come into any 
Boat, nor paſſe by any Riuer, Brook,or well,for feare 
of drowning. This diſpaire of herscauſeth herto be 
cold in her Kel 'igion,and frozen in her Prayers,which 
ſhould bce both the preſeruatine, and Ant:dote of the 


ſoule: her ſpeeches for the moſt part, are confuſed and} 


diſtrated,and her looks ſullen,fearfull,and gaſtly{the 
proper ſignes and ſymptomes of deſpaire.) Carp!'s 
Laquay hauving ſtayed two dayes in 0rramte for his 
anſwer, holds it his dutic to importune Fidelia to bee 
diſpatched, the which that night ſhe promiſerh him; 
_ now-in a ſad and melancholly humour ſhe breaks 
off Carp?”s Letter, and peruſeth it z which not onely 
renewes, but reuiuesthe remembrance of- her fathers 
death ; whereat ſhe enters into ſo ſtrange and ſo im. 
placable a paſſion, as ſhee- once had thought to haue 
throwen his Letter into the fire, and her ſelfe after, 
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Now thee is refolucd to write backe to Carp/, and 
then preſently ſhee changerth her reſolution, and 
vowes ſhee will anſwere him with filence. But the 
Deuill is as ſubrill as malicious; and ſo thee calles for 
Pen and Inke,and out of thedregs of diſcontent, and 
= gall of deſpayre , writes and returnes him this 
anſwere : 


M7” Fathers death hath altered my diſpoſition ; for 1 
am now wholly addifted tomonrning, & not 10ma- 
r1aze. I pray trouble not thy ſelfe to leaue Naples,ts come 
to condole with mee in Otranto : for the be#t comfort that | 
I can receine, is that it is impoſſible for me to receine any - 
1 nener doubted of thy affettion, nor will gine thee any inſt 
cauſe to ſuſpett, much leſſe ts feare mine. If this will not 
| ſuffice, reft aſſured 1 haxe reſolued, that either my grane, 
or thy ſelfe ſhall be my Husband. How my Brother ſtands 
 affetted ro thee, is a thing difficult for mee to underſtand | 
or know, fith I am onely his Siſter, not his Secretary, bat | 
in all extward appearance, I thinke hee neither loues thee 
| for my ſake,nor my ſelfe for thine. Line thou as bappy,as I 
feare I ſhall dye miſerable. 


FliDELIA. 


What a fearefull Letter is this, either for Fideliz 
'roſend, or Caypitorecciue : but her diſtempered and 
diſtracted ſpirits can affoord no other; and therefore 
ſhe diſpatcheth away the Laquay withthis. And now 
(as if her thoughts tranfported her to hell) thee can- 
not be alone, for the Deuill is ftill with her : hee ap- 
| pearest@ her inthe ſhape of an Argel/of Light, and| 
' proffers her mountaines of Wealth, and worldes of 
| Honour , if ſhee will fall downe and adore him. fps { 
| rebel} 


—— 
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rebell againſt God is a finne; bur to perſcuere in our 
rebel!ion,is nor onely a contempt, bur arreaſor in the 
higheſt degree againſt God. The beſt of Gods peo. 
ple are commonly tempred; but thoſe are and prooue 
the worlt, who are overcome with temptation, For- 
rude isa principalland ſoveraizne vertue in Chriffians, 
and if we vanquiſh the Deuill, it is good for vs that he 
aſlaulted vs, fith thoſe Vicories (as well ſpirituall as 
temporall ) are euer moſt glorious and honourable, 
which are atchicued with greateſt danger. Had Fj- 
delia followed the current of this counſell, and the 
ſtreame of this aduiſe , ſhee had neuer been ſo weake 
with God, nor ſo vnfaithfull to her ſelfe, as to deſtroy | 
her ſelfe : but forſaking Ged,and contemning prayer, 
which isthe true way to the trueſt felicitic, what can 
thee hope for bur diſpaire, orexpe but deſtruction * 

Her brother <A /caſero, and many of herkinsfolkes, 

—— friends(with their beſt zeale,and pol. 

fible power)endeauour to perſwade and comfort bow 

they exhort her ro reade religions Bookes, and conti- 

nually to pray : Shee hearkeneth ro both theſe coun- 

{ells, but neither can, or will not fellow cither : Her 

 ſleepes are but broken ſlumbers, and her ſlumbers bur 
diſtracted dreames, and euer and anon ir ſeemes (to! 
the eyes of her mind and body) that the Caprarne her! 
father,doth both ſp-ake to her, and follow her. In a 
word,ſhc is weary both of this world,and of her life, | 
yea, diſpaire,or rather the Devil hath reduced herto | 
this extreame miſery, and miſerable extremirie, that | 
ſhe is ready to kiſſe thar hand that would kill her, or! 
that Death which would giueher death. Shee neuer 

ſces a knife in the hands of another, but ſhee wiſherth | 
it in her owae heart: her Conſcience doth ſo terri-|] 
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bly accuſe her ,and her thoughts giue in ſuch blood 
euidenceagainſt her Conſcience and ſelfe, for occaſi- 
| oning hertathersmurther, tbat ſhe reſolues ſhe muſt 
dyc,and therefore diſdaines to liue. And now comes 
her ſiſter Cele#ina to her , to perſwade and conferre 
| with hcr ; but ſhee will prooue but a miſerable Com- 
forter. | Fidelia, ſecs her with hatred and deteſtarion, 
| and when ſhee-beginns to ſpeake, very peremptogily 

and mournfully cuts of her ſpeeches thus : 44 ſfeer, 
I would wee had ſlept when we plotted onr fathers death; 
| for. in ſeeking his ruine , wee ſhall aſſaredly finde out our 
| owne;; Prouide you far your ſafetie, for I aw: paſt hope of | 
mine; end ſo get you out of my ſight. I know not whe- 
ther the beginning of this her ſpeech ſauoured more 
of Heauen, then the end thereof doth of Hel.” for 
ſare if wee paſle; hope, wee come too ſhort of fal- 
uation ,- and if wee forſake that , this infallibly wall 
forſake vs. 

This poore, or rather this miſerable Gentlewoman, 
bauing alwayes her. murthered Father before her 
eyes(which inceſſantly haunts her as a ghoſt,and yer 
ſheis inforced to follow it as her ſhaddow) is power- 
fully allured and prouoked by the inſtigation of the 
Deauill, in what manner, or at what rate ſocuer to di- 
porch her ſelfe, being ſo wretchedly inſtrutedin 
aith and pictie , as ſhee addes and beleeues, that the 
end of her life will proouenot onely the end of her 
afflitions, but the Condens of her ioyes. But, O 

re Fidelia, with a thouſand pities and teares, I 
| th pitic and gricue, to ſee thee belecue ſo infernall 
| an Aduocate : for what ioyes either will hee, or can 
| hegiuethee? Why,nothing but bondage, for liber- 
tie; cormeints,tfor pleaſures;and tortures tor delights : 
or 
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or if thou wilt haue me ſhew thee, whereat his flatte- 
ring oratory, or ſugred inſinuation tendeth, it is one- 
ly to haue thee deſtroy thy body in carth, that ( as a 
triumph and Trophee to the inlargement of his ob- 
{cure kingdome) hee may drag thy body ard ſouleto 
"hell fire. But Fidelia 'is as conftant in her finne,as im- 
pious in her reſolution, and fo (all delayes et apart) 
ſhee ſeckes the meanes ro defiony her ſelfe : theepro.. 
cures poyſon, and takes it ; but the effeR & operation 
thereof anlwers not her deſires. I know notwhether 
ſhe be more impatient to liue,then willing to die, We 
neuer want inuention , fildome meanes to doe euill:; 
A little penknife of hers,ſhall in her conceitperforme 
that which poyſon could not : ſhe ſeckes it, and now 
remembers it is with her paire of kniucs inthe pocket: 
of her beſt gowne : ſhe flies to her Wardrope, and ſo 
to her pocket, but findsnot her kniues,onely ſhe finds 
her Naples filke girdle in ſtead thereof. The Deuills 
inſtrumentsare neuer farre to ſeeke ; ſheethinkes it as 


good to ſtrangle herthroar, as ro.cut it: And heere |- 
comes her mournfull and deplorable Tragedy, ſhere- | 


turnes ſwiftly to her chamber,bolts the doore, and ſo 
(which I'gricue and tremble torelate)faſtensittothe 
teaſter of her bed, and there hangs her ſelfez and as it 
is faithfully reported at that very inſtant, and forthe 
ſpace of an houre, it thundred and lightned fo cruel- 
ly, asif Heaven and Earth were drawing toanehd, 
that not onely the chamber where ſhee hung,, but the 
whole honſe ſhaked thereat, The thunder being paſt, 
and the skies cleared, dinner is ſerued on the Table, 
and Mlcaſers,and Celeſtina ready to lit, they call for 
their ſiſter Fidelia, but thee is not to.bee found. Qne 


goes to her chamber, and rexurncs, that her key is] 
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ſhe anſwersnot. They both flic from the table co her 
chamber, and call and knocke, but no anſwere. 1- 
ceſero commaunds his men to breake open the doore, 
which they doc,and there ſees his ſiſter Fideles hang- 
ingtorhe bed-ſtcad ſtarke dead. They crie out as af- 
frighred and amazed at this mournefull and pitrifull 
ſpeRacle, and with all ſpeed take her downe. Bur ſhe 
is breathleſſe, though not cold , and they ſee all her 
face and body , which was wont to bee as white as 
ſnow, now to be coale blacke, and to ſtinke infinitely, 
Theſe are the wofull cffets, and lamentable fruites 
both of Deſpayre and Murther, O, may Chriſtians of 
all rankes, = of both ſexes, take heed by Fidelia's 
mournefull and miſerable example, and withall re- 
member that murther will ſtill be reuenged and puni- 
ſhed,cfpecially that which is perpetrated by Children 
towards their P rents ; a fin odious both to God and 
man, fith it nor onely oppoſeth Nature, but Grace ; 
Earth, bur Heauen. 

No fooner(with griefe,and mourning)hath Alcaſe- 
yo buried this his natural, yer vnnarurall ſiſter Fidelia, 
bur as his other ſiſter C2/eff/na weeps for her death, 
ſo ſhe againe reioyceth thather ſiſter hath no way re- 
nealed the great bufineſſe , which ſo much concernes 
her, I meane the murther of the Captaine her father. 
Bur Time will dere and reuenge both it and her. 
And that wee may not ſeeme extrauagantin the nar. 
ration and vnfolding of this Hiftorie, flie wee from 0- 
trants to Naples , and leaue wee the fatall and wofull 
Tragedy of Fidelia, to ſpeake a little of the Baronof 
Carpi herLouer,who hath yet a great part toaRt vpon 


— ——_————. 


the Theatre of this Hiſtory, | 
_ Hee 
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He hathno ſooner receiued Fidelis's Letter by his 
Laquay, but he much wonders andgrieuesarthe con- 
—_ —_— 4 hee oof wr __ in je nryretvg 
wards kim, 8 hote in deſpaire to her felfe;and thi 
that as it is in her power to reioyce him with her affe-- 
ion, ſo it may be in his to comfort her with hispre- 
ſence : but her requeſt and his Conſcience informe 
him, that it is yet too ſoone to leaue Naples, to ſee 0- 
tranto; and yet that he maynot faile inthecomple- 
mentanddutie of a Louer,hee reſolues to vifitherby' 
Letter , though not in perſon, and ſo writes her theſe 
few Lines : | 


'V lia to comfort her, and comfort my ſalfe 10 fre 
her: But ſith 1 mutt bee ſo unfortunate, as in one Letter 
#0 reetive two different ſorrowes , my refuſal, and t 
po : what remedy (or Antidote) can 1 more apt 
adminiſter, then Patience to the firſt , and Prayer 10? 

ond. If thou weigh matters aright , 1 hawe more 0eca- 
ſoon of ſorrowe then thy ſelfe , and yet I am ſo farre from 
deſpayring, 4s I hope Time will gine thee conſolation, and 
mee Content. Endeanonr toloue thy ſelft,and not to hate 
mee + ſo ſhalt thou drawe felicitie out of affliction, and I 
ſecuritie out of danger. 1 hope thy Brother will not fol- 
low thy fathers ſteppes , his affedtion to thee ſhall bee mine 
tohimſelfe - Let thy ſecond Letter gine mee but halfe as 
much ioy, as thy firſt did grief, and 1 ſhall then tryumph 
at my good fortune, as much as 1 now lament and pitie 
thine,and inthat mine owne, 

CARPT, 


Hee 


WVy* thy requett not my Law, 1 would ſee Fide-\ 
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Heeſends this Letter of his to 0:rants, by his La- | 


| heby chance eſpics this Laquay Fzeſco;at whoſe fight 
| | his heart beats, and his blood very ſuddenly Aaſheth 


| 


quay. Fieſeo, who carricd his firſt, burhe muſt go into 
another world, if hee meane to dcliuerit to Fidelis : 
He comes to 0rranro, and repayres to Captaine Bewe- 
vente's houſe ; whereas hee-is walking in the ſecond 
Court. Alceſers being very ſolitary and penſiuc at a 
window , leaning his head on his hand, and deepely | 
and fcriouſly thinking what. two fatall diſaſters were 
befallen his houſe, as the loſſe Sf his Father and ſiſter, 


vpin his face : he exceedingly wonders hereat, and 
attributing euery extraordinary motion in himſelfe a 
ſtep or degreeto thediſcouery of his fathers murther, 
whereon his thoughts were alwayes fixcd, and could 
neuer be-withdrawen : he ſends a Gentleman of his 
named Plantinus, to enquire whoſe Laquay it was, 
and what was his bufinctſe. Panties deſcends, and 
examineth him ; bur hce is cloſe, and will reucaleno- 
thing. He entreats hin to enter, and taſte the Wine, 
the which hce doth ; when ingaging, and leauing him 
inthe Celler, hecrips vp to his Maſter,and acquaints 
him with his anſwere,, adding withall, that ſome #£. 
teenc dayes ſince, he ſaw him heere before. Alcafers 
commands this Laquay to be brought before him; he 
examines him, but he will not diſcouer himſelfe : he 
threatens him with the whip, and impriſonment, but 
he cannot preuaile. Ic is a vertue ina Seruant,to con- 
ceale his maſters ſecrets. Alcaſers is angry at his fi- 
lence,and fidelitic, yet commends him : he bethinks 
himſelfe of another courſe & ſubtiltic,as well know- 
ing, that faire words may obtaine that which threats 
cannot-; he prayes him to dine with his ſeruants, and 


enioy-| 


—_—_ 
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cnioyneth Plentimus to bring himro him inthe Gar- 
—— — Alcaſers takes 
him apart, im,that ſome fifteen da 

he ſaw him here. Fieſce anſwereth him uri fLogn, 
Alcaſers finds much perturbation in his heart, and di- 
ſtraRion in his lookes and ſpeeches: hee thinkes this 
boy can reucale ſomething which he ought to know, 
and therefore thinkes to ſurpriſe him with a filuer 


neſle, 

Golde is, but ought not bee a powerfull bayr to 
indiſcretion and pouertic. It is 2poynt of ſinall wiſ: 
| dome in Noblemen, to commit ſecrers of importance 
| to thoſe who haue too muchfolly,and too little iudp. 
| ment to concealethem. The ſight of this gold dor 
not onely daſle Fieſes's eyes, bur ecclipſe his fidelity; 
ſo he holds ie nofinne towards God, nor 
 rowards his maſter,to rcucalc it, but rakes ir, and in- 
formes him,that he is the Baron of Carpi his 
| who ſent him from Naples thither, with a letter | 
{ him tothe Lady Fidels his ſiſter. A/ Frogrowes 
heereat , and is very curious and haſtie to ſee the 

cr. Fieſcs delivers it him, who ſteps afide, and 
readcs it : whereon he plucks his hat downe his fore- 


| to know : hee now confirmes his former ſuſpitionof 


nature; and therefore culey Fierce; Wd him 


—_—_— I" I. "I — 


| hooke; hee profers himrwenty Deckees, and layes it| 
'downe before him, to diſcover himſclfe and his buſi. | 


head, and ſo making three or foure paces,reads itore| 
againe, ' He. is ed to know as much ashe ſees, 
andgricued,not to ſee and find as much as hedefiteth} 


Carpi, and belceues that hee is a chiefe Aor,otA-], 


gene in vi ha Drs Probe RU twif], 
ome to vie filence in thedifcoueryiof a crimeof 'this 


—_ 


” - _ 


_ —_— 
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ſtay thatnight, and to ſpeake with him in the mor- 
ning before he depart. - | 

Alcaſiro withdrawes himſelfe from the Garden to 
his Cloſet, and there againe peruſeth this Letter of 
Carp#'s: he finds irfull of ſuſpition,and ambiguities, 
and perceiges- it bath a relationto'former Lecters; 
yea,there is a myſterie inthis Lerrer ,, the which hee 
muſt ynlocke and find out,ere'he be ſatisfied : for al- 


looked too right on his father, Hee fliyes'to Fidelia's 
Cloſer, Trunke, and Casket, and findsa former Let- 
ter of Carpi's to her, and the copic of one of hers to 
him and the peruſall of theſerwo Letters are ſo far 
from diminiſhing- his fuſpirion ,” as ir doth augment 
and encreaſe.it': for now hee verily belecues, that 
Carpiand his ſiſter Fidelia, haue —_ had a great 
hand in his fathers murther, Butall this while hee 


 dothnot once ſo muchas ſuſpe@or imagine , that his 


other ſiſter Celeſtins hath played any part inthis Tra- 
gedy : but Time is the daughter of Trurhb, as Trath is 


that of Heaven. In the morne, he calles for Fieſco, to 


whom he giues this farewell : Tel/the Baron of Car- 
pi.#hy Moſter, that my ſiſter Bidelita'is in another world, 
and not in this , you's that ſhortly I reſolne to fe him at 
Naples,end that in the interim, 1 will reſerue his Letter, 
Fieſco departs, but knowes, he hath fo highly betray- 
edand wronged his Maſter, as he daresnot ſee him, 
aod ſoſhewes him @ faire paire of heeles, Such La. 
quayes farre better deſerue a halter, then a Livery, 
Cargi wonders at his Laquayes long ſtay: -In which 
meane time-uMiceſerotomes to Naples, where hee is 
yetirreſolute ,, wherher to'/accuſe Torpiby the order 
and courſeof Law, or to fight with him : but _ re 

| j olues 


* em. 
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though Carpi beſquint-eyed, yer hee feares hee hath | 


— 
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ſolues ro doc both; and that if the Law willnotri 
| him forthe murther of his EN or ſhall. He 
| rothe Crimintl/ Iwdges , and with much paſſion 
od ſorrow noch ſerk the Barron of Carpi for dere 
ring of the Captaine Bexevente his father; and for 
proofe hereof, produceth his two Letters to his ſiſter 
Fidelia, _— copieof one of hers to —_ Mrs 
wpon the Tu: raunt power to appr Carpi,ſo 
hee is taken -- conſtiruted vrifocer : and A hee 
hath leaſure to thinke of the baſeneſle and foulenefſe 
of his fat. Bur he iis ſo farre from deieRting himſelfe 
to ſorrow; or addiQing himſelfero reperirance, as he 
'puts a brazenface on his lookes and ſpeeches, and ſo 
pP—_—_— intends and reſfolues to deny all. Had 
c had moregrace,or leſſe impietic , he would:haue 
made better vſe of this his imprifonment;; and hage 


for his offence and crime: Bur he holds it wiſdome 
in greateſt dangers to ſhew moſt courage ati#re 
tion,and ſo makes himſelfe fit tograpple and thtrotn- 
ter with all accidents andoccurrenees whatfocuer. 
Men may palliate their fianes, but God will tinde 
them our, and diſplay them intheir naked colours. 
Alcaſero is an imporranate ſolicirerits the Tadgys to! 
draw and haſten on Carp#'his atraignment :' But they 
(reſembling themfelues) proceed therintiodeRtly and 
graucly: rhey conſakr,and confiderthe rhree Letrers: | 
they find conieurall circumftstices'ctiow to accuſe, 
but no ſollid proofe to condemne him : they hold, 
| that their opinions ought not tobe ſwayed with the 
winde of eucry preſumption , and that irisnotfir fo. 


trivially to ſerthe life of @man atfix andſeaven. Be- 


ſhewenhimſelfe , at leaſt humble, if not ſorrowfull, |- 


ſides, as they approoue of Alceſers his affeRion to His 
Bb 2 father, 


-_- 


—_— 


——_ CO 
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| ordaine that Copthed rackt, to 
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fake, fo diſlike of his im fitie and vehe- 


They. all reſolve to lay the 
Sword of of fringe of & te, —_—_ 


ce whether th 
candraw more light from his tongue ; then from his 
pen, But hce indures theſe his rortures and torments 
with wonderfull conſiancy,and lilldepycsall. ' Had 
his cauſe beenmore rc and humanc,and nor fo 
bloody, this fortitude and courage of his, had been 
as praiſc-worthy », a$ now it is 0dious and execrable. 


| The Cawr; by ſentence (pronounced in open Senate) 


acquitand clearc Carpi of thismurther: whereat Al- 
caſero exceedingly repines and murmures, | 
It is not enough that Carpi bath now eſca __ 
danger; for 4lcaſeroremaines ns Rall conſtant in his con- 
ceit, that he is the murthercr of his father, and there- 
fore vowes and reloluesto fight with him : Hee lers 
e ſome ſixeweekes time, till hee bee ſound of his 
and then reſolues to ſend hima c . Had 
Cope  becn. innocent, it had been more honorable and 
requiſit,that he had challenged Alcaſero,then Alcaſers 
: burhis cauſe being vniult, and his Conſcience 
nahore CH hazard.to be deſirous 
or ambitious to fight with Alcafers : the which if hee 
had attempted, Alcaſers will anticipate and prevent 
him, who making Plantinss his Second, he out of the 
aſhes of his ſorrow, and the fire of his reuenge, ſends 
him to Carp withthis Billet of Defiance : 


Az though the Law have cleared thee for the murther 
of my Father , yet my Conſcience cannot , and my 
Rap de ooh 1 foeuld bee a Mow 


er of Nature , no# 
18 ſceke renenge for bus death, of w 


I hane receywed 


| 
| 


| 


| 


my 


Hit.XI 'V. Benevente and h15 two bloody dangbiers. { 189 | 


life. Could 1 gi e10 my thoughts, or vxchinke 
thee ln” S dilaſer, 7 would not ſceke to bertane 
|rheeof thy life , with the hazard of 'mine owne, But  fin- 
ding this not onely difficult but impoſiible , ror + 4 
'1 requeſt thee to meet mee ſingle,at eight of the clacke after 
Supper, at theWeFt end of the Common Vineyard , wheve 
1 will attend thee with a couple of Rapiers, the s 
whereof ſhall bee thine, and the refuſall mine : or if 1 
wilt make we of 4 Second,he ſhall not depart without mee- 
ting one to exchange a thruſt or two with him, 

| ALCASERO, 


Whiles the Barren of Carps is triumphing to ſee 

how he hath bleared the eyes of his Indges , and ſo 
freed himſelfe from the feares and danger of death, | 
behold , Plantines findes him out, and delivers him | 
Alcaſers his Challenge, He takes it, and with a varia- 
ble countenance reades it, whereat he finds a reluQa- 
{tion and combate , not onely in his thoughts, but his 
| Conſcience , whetherhee ſhould accept,or refuſeir. 
His Honour bids him doe the firſt;but his Conſcience 
wills him to performe the ſecond: it were better to 
bee berne a Clowne, thena Coward. Befides,if hee 
| ſhould refuſe to fight with Alcaſers,he vpon the mar- 
ter makes himſelfe guiltic of the Captaive his fathers 
death. Hee knowes he hath an vniuſt cauſe in hand, 
bur he preferres. his Honoxr before his Life, when ſer- 
ting a good face ypon his reſolution, hee addreſſeth 
 himfelfero Plantraxs thus : | 

Sir, I preſume you know this buſineſſe : for I take 
you to be 4lcaſers's Second. Hee hath(replycd Plan- 
tinus) done me the honour to make choyce of me, in; 
Read of a more worthy. Well (quoth the Barron of 

B 
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| Carpi) tellthy maſter from me, That although I haue | 
ns. Gnndi 


not de his malice, yet-that Laccept his Chal- 
lenge;and will performe ir, onely [muſt fight Gngle, 
becauſe I am ar preſent vnprouided of a Second. 
Plautinus (as full of Valour as Fidclitie)prayes him, 
that hee may not ſee his hopes and defires fruſtrated, 
bur that hee may inioy-part of the feaſt; Bur Carps 
juves him this anſwere;, which hee bids him take for 
is laſt reſolution : That he will hazard himſelfe,but 
not his friend.. So Plantines returnes with ioy to his 
Maſter, and diſcontent to himielfe : when nothing 
proouing of power, to quench the fire of theſe two 
Gentlemens courage and reuenge, they meete at the 
time and place appoynted. Carp/ fights with paſſion 
and vehemency ; Alcaſers with iudgement and diſcre- 
tion. Cerpilookes red and fiery with choller, and 4/- 
caſers, pale and gaſtly, not for feare of his cauſe, but 
the remembrance of his ſorrowes : and to con- 
clude and ſhut vp this combate in the ifſue thereof, 
Inftice is not now pleaſed ro ſhewethe effects of her 
wer and influence; nor God that of his Iuſtice, one- 
it is reſcrued for another time,8 for a more ſhame- 
full manner : ſo Capi hath the beſt of the day, for 
{hee is onely hurt in his righthand, and ſcarred ouer 
both his lippes, as if the prouidence and pleaſure of 
God had ordained, that that hand which commitred 
the murther,and that mouth which denyed it, ſhould 
be purpoſely puniſhed, andnopartelſe. As for Alca. 
ſers, he had fiue ſeuerall wounds, whereof one bein 
thorow the body,made Carp: belecue it was mortall, 
andthe rather, for that hee tell thetewith ſpeechleſle 
to.the ground: ſolcauing him groucling & weltring 
| in his blood, he departs, reſting very confident, that 


| 


| hee| 
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hee was at his very laſt gaſpe of life, and poyhr of 


death. But Carp# his Dphes 6 nw. more humane 
and charirablc then his ma 


er) leapes ouer the next 
hedge,and comes to his aſſiſtance : He leanes him a- 
gainſta banke, bindes vp his wounds, and wraps him 
in his cloake, and ſo runnes to a Litter , which be ſaw 
neere him,and prayes the Lady that was in it, that ſhe 
would vouchſafe to take in Do» Alcaſers, who was 
there extremely and dangerouſly wounded: and this 
did Carps his Chirsrgeon performe, inthe abſence of 
a owne Chirurgeon, who out of ſome diſtaſte 
or forgerfulneſſe, came not at the houre and place af- 
ſigned according to his promiſe, It was the La 

Marguerita Eſperia, who ont of her noble and chart- 
table zeale to wounded Alcaſers, preſently deſcended 
her Litter , commanding her ſeruants to lay him in 
ſoftly,and to conuey him to his lodging,and ſhee her 


| ſelfe is pleaſed to ſtay inthe fields til herſeruants re- 


turne ither, It was a-conrteſie, and a charirie worthy : 
of ſo Henourablea Lady as her ſelfe: and in regard 

whereof, Thold it fit, rogiue her remembranceand 

name a place in this Hiſtory. All Naples, yea the 

whole Kingdome rings of this Combate; the Barrow 

of Carpi and Alcaſers are (ioyntly) highly commen- 

ded and cxtolled for the ſame ; the laſt for his affeQi- 

on and zeale ro hisdead father, the firſt, for giuing 

Alcaſers his life, when it was in his power and plteafure 
ro haue taken-it from him. Bur God will not permit 

Alcaſeroto dye of theſe wounds, but will rather haue 
him live to ſee Carps die before him, thoughina farre 
more ignoble and ſhamefull manner. 4 IDS 


prettic well recouered, he leaues Naples, and retutnes 


As ſoone as Alcaſerss wounds are cured, and hee | 


to 


[tunes as lives. Where men cannot, God will both de- 
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to O:rame,where his fiſter Celeſtive did as much ſhake 
pate x | MG, at we IR wb _ Baron of 
rp1 , as ſhee now retoyces at his libertic; eſpeciall 
otf ſhee is aſſured , that he hath no way accuſed ay 
nor vicd her name for thedeath and murther of her 
father, which indeed makes her farre more pleaſant 
and merry then before,and within fixe moneths after 
matrics with Seignior Alonſs Loudonici , whom ſhee 
euer from her youth had loued and affeRted,and with 
whom ſhee liues in great pleaſure, ſtate, and pompe; 
and no lefſe doth her brother Alcaſers, who for the |. 
courtcfic which Dons Margarita Eſperia ſhewed him, 
when hee was ſo dangerouſly wounded, in requitall 
thereof doth now marry the faire Bear, her onely 
daughter, with whom he liucs inthe hi content 
and felicitie, as any Gentleman of 1taly , or of the 
whole world, can cither defire or with. 

But this Swawe-ſhine of Carpr's proſperitic,and Cele- 
ftins's happinefle and glory ſhall not laſt leng : for 
there is a ſtorme breaking foorth, which threatneth 
no leſſe then the vtter ruine, as well of their for- 


ieRenpunils enters; Pegg by ſuch ſecret meanes 
and inſtruments, as we leaſt ſuſpeRt or imagine. They 
arc infallible Aaximes , that wee are neuer leſle ſecu- 
red, then whenwee thinke our ſelues ſecure,nor neg- 
rerdanger, then when we eſteeme our ſelues fartheſt 
from it. And if any bee ſo incredulous , or as I may 
ſay,foirreligious, as not to belceue it, haue they but a 
ittle patience, and they ſhall inſtantly ſce it verified 
and made good in the Barron of Carps, and the Lady 
Celefflins, who thinking themſclues now ſafe and free 
from all aduerſe fortunes , and farall accidents what- 
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ſocuer,and cenioying all thoſe contents and pleaſures, 
which their hearts could either deſire, or wiſh toen- 
ioy , or which the world could proſtitute or preſent 
them , they in a moment ſhall bee bereaucd of their 
delights and glory , and enforced to end their dayes 
ona baſe with much ſhame, infamy, and mi- 
ſcry.. The manneris thus : | 

God many times beyond our hopes , and - 
tions, doth ſquare out the rule of. his Iuſtice accor- 
dingto that of his will : all men arc to bee accounta- 
ble to him for their ations, but he to none for his de- 
crees and reſolutions : it is in him toorder, in vs to 
obey; yea,many times heerepriues vs, bur yer with]: 
no intent to pardon vs. . Curioſity in matters of Faith 
and Religion, prooues. not onely folly,bur impictie : 
for as we are men, we muſt looke vp to God, but as we 
are Chriſtians, wee muſt notlooke him. : Hee 
oftentimes makes great offenders accuſe themſelyes 
for want of others to accuſe them; and when ith. 
ſeth, hee will puniſh one finne by another,the which 
we ſhal now ſee verified in Lorenzo the Baron of C 

bis Laquay; that wretched and bloody Zerenzo, 

as wee haue formerly heard, aſſiſted this his maſterto 
murther Captaine Benewexte and Fiamento, necre Al- 
piata; whocuer fince being countenanced and autho- 
rized by his Maſters fauour,in reſpeR of this his foule 
faa, wherein his bloody and murtherous hand was 
deeply and ioyntly embrewed with him , hee from 
that time becomes ſo debauffyd and diffolute in his 
Seruice, as he ſpendsall that poſſible hee can procure 
or get; yea, andrunnes likewiſe extreamely in debt, 
not onely with all his friends, but alſo with all thoſe 
| whom he knowes will truſt -— : ſaas his wants be- 

c | ing 
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ing extreamely vrgent, and enforced to ſee himſelfe | 
reduced to a miſerable indigence and pouertie. Hee 


[being one day ſent by the Baron his Maſter to the Se- 


 #ate houſe, with a Letter to his Councellor, heethere 
in the throng and crowd of people, cut a purſe from 
2 Gentlewomans (fide, wherin was ſome fiue and rwen- 
tie Duckerons in gold, was taken with the maner,and 
apprehended,and impriſoned for the fact, and the 
next morne his Procefle was made, he found guiltie, 
and condemnedro behanged : -w he is my nn 

by a-couple of Fryers inpriſon, who prepare his ſoule 
Gor Heaxen : He ſesths foulcneſſe o bis former life, 
and repents it. The Baron of Carpi his Maſter, no ſoo- 
ner vnderſtands this newes, but hce ſhakegand trem- 


| bles, fearing leaſt this his Laquay ſhould reveale the 


murther'of the Captaine and his man : ' whereupon 
hee reſolucth toflye; bat confidering againe, that if 
his Laquay accuſe him not, his veryflight will pro- 
claime and make him guilrie':- hee ſtayts, 'andas hee 
thinkes, reſolues of a courſe: Hee goes to the 
ſon, and deales with his Laquay to be ſecret inthe 

fle he wots of; proteſting and promifing him, 
that in confideration thereof; hee will inrich his mo- 
ther,and brothers. Zorewsotels him,tharhe need not 
feare : for as he hath liued, ſo he will die his faithfull 
ſeruant : But wee ſhall ſee him haue moregrace,then 
to keepe ſogracelefle a promiſe.” Carp; flattering him- 


| ſelfe with the fidelitie and affeftionof bis Laquay,re- 


ſoluesto ſtay in the Citie : but he ſhall ſhortly repent 
his confidence. He was formerly betrayed by Feſco, 


| | which'mee thinkes ſhould haue made him- more cau. 
{tious and wiſe,and not ſo ſimple tqentruſt and repoſe 


his life on the incertaine mercy of Lorenzo's rongue : 


+* n 
C————_— 

. 

. 
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HIR.XIV. Benevente,and bis two blaody Dazghters. | 195 | 


bur Gods reuenge drawesneere him, and conſequently | 
he neere baend, for hee neither cannor ſhall. oye 
the iudgement of Heaven,  -- $65 102109. 2 
Lorenzo onthe gallowes, will not charge his ſoule 
with this foule & execrableſin of murther: but Grace 
now operating with. his ſoule,' as much as formerl 
Sathan did with his heart, he confeſſeth, rhat tie a 
the Barron of Carpi his Maſter, together with the 
Knight Monte-leone, and his Laquay Anſelmo murthe- | 
red the Captaine Bexevente, and his man Fiaments, 
and threw themiats the Quarry, the which hee rakes 
ro his death is true : and ſo viing ſome Chriſt;an-like I 
{ ſpeeches of repentance and ſorrow,he is hanged. | | 
Lorenzo is noſooner turned ouer, but the Criminal] | 
Iadzes j-aduertiſed of his ſpeeches deliuered-at his} 
death, rhey command the Baron of Carp his lodging | | 
to bee beleagred, where he is found in his Study, ng 
| ſo apprehended, & committed priſoner,where feare 
| makes him{ooke pale; ſd as the Peacockes plumes 
| borh of hispride & courage ſtrike ſaile. He is againe 
put tothe Rack, and now the ſecond time he reueales 
| this foule and bloody murther, and ineuery poynt 
acknowledgerh ZoremFoes accuſation of him to 
true: Soheiscondemned;firſt to haue his right hatid 
cut off, and then his head, notwithſtanding that many | 
great friends of his ſue tothe Yiceroy for his pardon. 
The night before heewas to dye the next morne, one | 
of his Iudges was ſentzo him to priſon, toperfwade | 
him to diſcouer all his complices in that murther,be-| 
fides Monte-leone and his Laquay Anſelmo; yea, there 
are likewiſe ſome Diuines preſent , who with many 
religious exhortattons perſwade him. to it : So Grace | 
preuailes with Nature,and Righteouſnes with R_—_y | 
Cc2 an 


—— 
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and ſinncin him ; that hc is now no longer himſelfe, 
for.contrition and repentance bith retormed-him : 
he will rather diſreſpet 7 eres diſpleaſe God: 
wherupon he affirmes,that the and-her deceaſed ſiſter | 
Fidelia,drew him and Movte-leove to murther their fa- 
ther,and his man Fiaments,and that if it had not bin 
fortheirallurements and requeſts, they had neuer at- 
tempted. cither the beginning or end of ſo bloody a 
bufineſſe: and thus: making hindſelfe ready for' Hea- 
wen, and gricuing atnothing on Earth, but at there- 
membrance of his foule faRt;hee in —_— of many 
thouſand people,doth now loſe his head. 1: | 
This Tragedy is no ſooner aRted and finiſhed in Na- 
ples , but the Tudges of this Citic ſend away poaſt to 
thoſe of 0:rante, toſcize on the Lady. Cale#ine (who 
in the abſence of her husband for the-moſt part lined 
there:) A Lady whom I could ty for her youth and 
beautie, did not the fonkacon her fa ſo foulely 
| | diſparage and blemiſh it.. Shee is that inſtant ata N#- 
W! blemans houſe,at the ſolemoity of his daughters mar- 
' 6; 8 We riage, where ſhee is apprehended,impriſoned,and ac- 
LE | cuſcd to be the author &plotter of the Caprain her fa-| 
thers death , neither can her teares or prayers exempt 
| her from this afflition and miſery. She was once of 
| opinion to deny it, but vnderſtanding that the Baron 
| ' of Carps and his Laquay ZorenFs were already execu- 
= ; ted for the ſame in Naples, ſhe with a world of teares 
| freely confeſſeth it, and confirmes as much as Carp: 
1 affirmed: wherupon in expiation of this her inhumane 
Þ ; Paracide, the is condemned to hauc her head cut off, 
| | her body burnt, and her aſhes throwen into the ayre: 
fora mikderdeath, and a lefle puniſhment the Lord 
will not (out of his Iuſtice) inflit vpon her , _—_ 
| | er 
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her horrible\crime,and barbarous cruelty committed [ 
on the perfon of her owne father, or at leaſt ſeducing 
and occaſioning itto bee committed on him ; and it is 
not in her husbands poſſible power to excmpr or free 
her hereof. Being ſent backe that night ro priſon, ſhe 
paſſeth it ouer(or in very truth the greateſt part ther- 
| of)in-prayer, ſtill grieving for her ſanes, & mourning | 
| forthis her y offenceandcrime, and the next 
morne being brought to her execution, when ſhee a- 
ſcended the ſcaffold,ſhe was very humble,ſforrowfull, 
and repentant , and with many ſhowers of teares re- | 
queen her brother A/caſeroand all her kinsfolkes to 
orgine her, for occafioningand conſenting to her fa 
thers death,, and lly all the world roptayfor 
her ; when her fighs and teares ſo ſorrowfully-inter-. 
rupted,and filenced her congueghs ſhe recommending 
her ſoule into the hands of her Redeemer, whom thee | 
had ſo heynouſly offended, ſhee with great humilitie | 
and contrition,kneeling on her knees, and lifting vp 
her eyes and hands towards heauen, theExecutioner | 
with his ſword , made a'double diuorce betwixt her |- 
head and her body, her body and her ſoule ; and then | 
the fire (as if incenſed at fo fiery a ſpirit) conſumed | 
her to aſhes,and her aſhes werethrown into the ayre, 
toteachher,andall the world by her example;that ſo 
inhumane and bloody a daughter,deſerued not either 
to tread onthe face of this Earth, or to breathe this 
ayre of life. | 
| Shce was lamented of all who either knew or ſaw 
her, not that ſhce ſhould die, butthar ſhee ſhould firſt | 
deſerue,then ſuffer ſo ſhamefu!l & wretched a death: | 
and yet ſhee was farre happier then her ſiſter Fidel;a, 1 
for ſthee deſpaired , and this confidently hoped for re- 
| GCE _ ___ miſſion | 
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miſſion and ſaluation. - Thus albeit this wretched and 
ng Gentlewoman liucd impiouſly , yet ſhe 
dyed Chriftianty: wherfore let vs thinke on that with 

on this with charity. And here we ſee 
how ſeuerely the murther of Captaine Bexevente was 
by Geds juſt epmiſhed, hot onely in his two 
daughters,who it, but alfoin the two Noble- 
men and their rwo Laquayes, who aQed it. Such at- 
temprs and crimes deſerueſuchends and punſhments, 
and infallibly find them. "The only way therefore for 
Chriff;ans to auoid the one, and contermne the other, 
is with ſanRified hearts, and vapolluted hands till ro 
pray vnto Ge for his Grace,continually to affeRt pra;- 


[er, and inceſſantly to practiſe pietie in our thoughts, 


and go4ljuerin our reſofutions and ations; the which 
if we be carefull and conſcionable to performe, God 
willrhen ſhroud vs vader the wings of his fauor, 
and ſo preſerue and proteR vs with his mer- 
Cy and prouidence, as we ſhall hauc 
ao cauſe to feare either Hed, ' 
or Sathas, k 


Us ny + PT Wk 9 ins Ho 
TRIVMPHS OF 
GODS REVENGE A-- 
oainſt the crying and execrable 
Sinne of Murther. 


Hiſtory X V. 
Maurice like a bloody willaine , and damnable ſanne, 
throwes his cAlother Chriſtina into « Well, and 
drewnes her:the ſame band and arme of his wherewith 
he did 11,rots away from his body ; and being diſeraſia 
of bis wits in Priſon, he there confeſſeth this (onle and | 
inhumane msrther far the which he is hanged. 2] 


\R2©Oyf F weedid not wilfully make out ſclues mi- 
[4 ſerable, God isfo indulgent and mercifull 
9 Pee to vs. as he, would make. vs more happici | 
BD T2 co vs, as he. would m re happie 4 

SY but. when: with high and 

hands we violate the Lawes of Nature and Grace, of 

Earth and Heazen, in murthering through Enuic 

—_ —_—— Date _ —— mn. wee are 

to ,cherifh a erue : then'ir 
isnomaruell, becauſe we firſt forſooke God, thathe 
after abandoneth vs to our ſelues,and fins,and to the 
fruits thereof, Calamity, Miſery, Infamy. and Perdi- 
tion; and that we may fee humane cruelty to be iuftly 
met with and puniſhed by Gods vpright and divine 


Tuftice, 
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Tuſtice, Locheere in this inſuing Hiſtory we ſhall ſee | 
a yiberched ſonne kill his harmeleſſe and deere mo- 
ther; A very fearefull and lamentable Parracyde,a 
moſt cruell andexecrable faR, for the which we ſhall 
ſec him rewarded. with condeigne- puniſhment, and 
with a ſharpe and infamous death;although nor halfe 
ſodeplorable as deſerued. It is a bitter. and bloody 
| Hiftory,the relation and remembrance wherof in the 
| moſt and flinty hearts is capeable,nar only 
ro ingender com but compunRion : yea, not 
onely contrition, bur teares, at leaſt if wee hauc any 
place left in vs for P:itty, or roome for Pietie, the 
which if we haue, doubtleſſe the chd of our readi 
will not onely bleſſe, bur crownethe beginning, 
bk I the beginning the end thereof. 


Pon the North-caſt fide of the Lake LZemes, 
vulgarly knowne and called the Lake of Geness, 
(becauſe it payes irs full tribute, and make its chic- 
feſt Rendezvoss before that City, whereof it inuiro- 
neth ar leaſt onethird part. ) There ſtands aprettic 
ſmall and ſtrong towne, diſtanta little dayes iourney 
| from ir; Morges, which properly'belongs to 
- re” of Berne, -_ ofthe chi os 
© warlike people and Country of Swiſſerlaxd, 
wherein of verie ore yeares,and recent memory, 
theredweltarich and honeſt Burger or —_— 
| (for of Gentrie thoſe'parrs and people are not, | be- 
cauſethey willnot be capeable)named Aartin Halſe- 
worſe, whoby his wife Chriſtina Snuytſaren, had one 
onely child, aſonne named Manrice H. e, now | 
{ of ſome fourcreene yeare old; whole father although 
he were by profeſſiona ſouldier, and inrolleda Licu- 


tenant, 
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nant,toone of thoſe 1wxilary Bands ofthat Country 
which are inpayto the French King i yet neuerthe- 
lefſe his chictelt ambition was, co make this 
fonne of his a ſcholler , becauſe-the' Ighorance and 
illiceratnre of his owne age, made him to repent itin 
himſelfe, and therefore to prouidea remedy thereof 
in his ſonnes youth, fith he now knew' and ſawe;that 
a-man withour learning, was citheras a body with- 
out a ſoule, or aſoule without knowledge and rea- | 
ſon; which are her chicfeſt vertue, and moſt ſacred 
Ornaments and Excellencies.: So he brings him vp to 
their owne Grammar Schoole in Morges ,, wherein 
ſomethree or foure yeares his affection and care to 
Rudic, makes him ſo good a Proficient,as he becomes 
not onely skilfall,bur perfeR therein , and almoſt as | 
capcableto teach-his Schooale-maſter', as hee was to | 
inſtru him: yea,androaddetheberrer Grace,to the = 
Grace of that Art, he was of ſo. milde and ſo moddeſt 

a carriage, and the. bloſſomes of his youth, were ſo 
ſweetly watred with the Heauenly dew of Vertue and 
Piety , as ib his matiners-and himſclfe were 1 
compoſed thereof ;' fo that for Learning and Good-. 
neſſe,hee was, and was.iuſtly reputed , notonely the 
Mirrour,but the Phemy of all the youth of Mirges, 
and as hee eſteemed. him(clte happy in his-Parents, 
ſo they reciprocally hold chemſclues, not onely hap- 
pie,bur bleſſed in this their ſonne g bur becauſe the 
inherent coruption af outr:Nature', and theperuerl- 
nefle and mahidicis of our ſinnes are ſuch, as they | 
cannot promiſe ys any true.ioy , much leſle aſſured 
and permanent felicity': -{othe Sunne-ſhine of this 
their Temporary. content , equally. deuided:inthitds So 
betwixt ATARI. 6 Sonac, will ſhortly | 


6 receiue | 


—_ 
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| 


| indeed all the ioyes and{ bleſſings of our ſoules, are 


| bleſſings of al ioyes,& the moſt ſoueraigne ioy of all 
| bleflings,theno ſee our Creator and Saviour, Godrthe 


|. Far God in bis ſacred decree and prouidenee, ſee- 
is ſtrength arri- 


thisſtinking T and priſon of our mortality, 
toflicand be admitted into Heaven , that Heanenly 
leruſalem, and celeſtiall City, where they may cnio 
the bleſſed Communionof the $aints,and the great 


Father;and Chriſt Jeſs his Sonne face to face, wherin 


compriſed ane included: 
The death of Halſexerfethe father, is nor only the 
«mens, but the-cauſe of his widdow Chriſtine's 
gricfe, of his: fonne Mawrice's ſorrow, of her teares 


and 


:, 


| HiRXV. Chriſtine, and ber inbumant ſanue' X2aurice. | 
and grones of his fighes &'afMifidns ; yea,and noeto 
from the / Eimay* Noor a degree 
int moaned herding wh partes ante. 
| pre- 
pares both of wy wer Amer rs wy and| 
wotull miſeries , the which it'a'mannerarcalmoſt 
ready to ſurpriſe and befall them. x 
This ſorrowfull widdow being thus depriued © 
' her deere Husband, who was her comfort and 
| her ioy,her ſtay and her ProteQor, her Head and her 
| glory ; although he left her } ve Eſtate , ſufficient | 
cnough to warrant her againſt the fearcof pouerty 
and to ſecure-himſelfe againſt the apprehenſion 0 
worldly Indigence; and wherewithall ro maihtaine 
both her ſelfe arid her ſonne, with ſomewhat more 
chen an indifferent _— yet ſhee ſaw her 
friends forſake her, and her Hysbands familiar ac- 
quaimance abatidone her, a" if their friendſhip died 
with him\,- and that their remembrance'of him was 
wholy raked vp, and buried in the duſtof his grave. 
A moſt ingratefull diſeaſe and iniquity of our time, 
rather to be pirtied then cured, and reprooued, then 
reformed, ſo fading'and inconſtantare the vnfriend- 
ly friendſhips of the world, who for the moſt part 
are grounded on profit,not on Honor, on auarice,not | 
on Verrue, on theit owne gold; noton thewant of 
their Chriſtian - neighbors” and brerheren': Zur 
enoavh of this,aud againe to our wy nt _ 
| Now if Chriftine(for onely by that name T will 
hencefoorrh: intitle her) haue any comfort or confo. | 
lation left her, roſweeten the birtrernefſe of her Huſ- 
bands death, it is onely to ſee him ſurniue and live in 
| her ſonne Aawrice; intwhoſe yertues/ard yeares,, her 
Dd 2 hopes 
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bhopesilikewiſe begin: againe ro tiud(foorth and flou- 
iſt "_ cincmbging what ap eameſt care and de- 
fireher husband bad to ſec him a Scholler', as ſhee in. 
_ | herites his goods, ſoſheewill aſſume and inhericethar 
554 rpolnign.of bis: ang althovgh, ſhe loue herſonves 
kight;and ic& his,preſence tenderly-and dearly, yer 
ſhe can giue no peace toher thoughts , nor take any 
trace of her reſolutions,till ſhe ſend him from AMorges 
to the Y niverſitie of Loſapna,, ſome three leagues di- 
| ſtant thence,there toperteRt his Studies-and learning, | 
the ſcedes whereof already ſo hopefully bloflomed | 
foorth, and fruQtified in him. To which end,her dee- 
peſt affection and care hauing hearkened out one Des- 
| datus V areſius, a Bachclox of Dizinuie of that Fniver- 
fitie, whom Fame (though indeed moſt falſely) bad 
informed her to be an expert Scholler,and an excellent 
Chriſtian , ſhee agrees: with him ; whenallowing her 
ſonne an honeſt exhibition , and. furniſhing him with 
Bookes, a Gowne, and all other orerfieciess ſhe ſends 
him away to Loſanna , charging him at his departure 
to bee bil of his apa ng carriage,and aQions; | 
and aboue all, to make pjctic and godlineſle in his life 
and conuerſation, the Regenr of all his ſtudies , when 
with tearcs of naturallaffeRion, they take leaue cach 
of other. | | 
. Maurice being arriued at Loſanwna , findes out bis 
Tutor Y areſius., who recciues and welcomes this his 
Pupill courteouſlyand kindly : bur' ales , the hopes 
of Chriſtinathe mother , are extreamely deceiucd in 
the vertyes of Yareſins ; becauſe his Yices will inſtant- 
| ly decetwe both the merites and expeRation of her 
Sonne , or.irather change nature and qualities in him, 
and thereby ſhonly make him as vicious in Loſaxe, * 


as 


| 


Hift.X1V. Chriſtina,and her inhumane ſanne Manrice, 


as formerly hee was vertuous, in Merges ; fori write | 
withgrieſc and pitie, that rodefinethe rratharight; it 
was difficult to ſay,whether he weremore | d;or 
deboſhed, a more perfect Scholler,or pr Chri. 
/tigm; for albeit the dignitie of his Batc ipof 
T beolagie,did hide many of his difſolute prankes,and 
obſceane imperfeRions ,;yet his cxhorbirantdeport- 
mentand induſtry could not ſocloſlely overuaileand 
obſcure them , but his intemperate aftetionto drin- 
king , and beaſtly inclination to drunkenneſle, began 
ko become obuious andapparant tothe eyes and 
Heads of his Coliedge , yea to the whole Y ninerſrtie : 
A moſt pernitious and ſwiniſh Yice, indeede too too 
much incident and ſubieR to theſe people the Swifes 
burif it had been immured and confined within theſe 
Rockes and Mountaines of Germany , it had prooued 
[not only a happineſſe, but a blefling tothe other We: 
ſterne part of the Chriſtian world, where it: ſpreads 
its infeRion like an vncontroulcable and.incurable 
Gangreene, yea like a moſt contagious and farall peſti- 
lence: ſo as in Yarefius there was nothing more in- 
congruous and different, then his Do@rine and his |. 
life , his profeſſion and conuerſation, his T heorje,and 
his Pradice , his knowledge and his will. Bur if the 
head.ſprings and fountaines bee corrupted withthis 
viceand drunkenneſſe, no marucll if the Rivers and 
Streames of Common-weales bee infected and poylo- 
ned therewith , yea, if it bee not debarred, but haue 
admittance and refidence in the Schooles and Claſſes 
of Y#iver{ities, from which Nurſes and Gardens of 
the Muſes, both the Church. and Eſtate fetch their 
chiefeſt Ornaments and Members : how can we e&x- 


pedt to ſee it rooted out from the more illiterate 
| | Dd 3 Com- 
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| Commons, whoſe groſſe ignorance makes them farre ' 
more"capable to learrie Yice, then Yerewe.; or rather 


Pice;andnot Ferre, ſith there is no ſhorter not truer 
Arr tolearne it , then of their 4rt Mafters, becauſe 


Iforif remedies be notto be found in learned Phiſite- 


thecxample and preſident of ill doing in our Teach- 
ers and Superiors, doth not onely platit , but ſhigraffe 
androotit ; not onely priuiledge, bur as it were/au- 
thoriſcitin vs , ſtill with a fatall imperuofitie, with a 

violence, and pernitious cuent and-ifſue : 


oxs, itis then in vaine to ſeeke them inthe rude and 
valcarned people, and if the Precepror himſelfe bee 
ror ſanRified, it is —— wry bee feared then doubted, 
that his Diſcs ill not. This (yea this) is a moſt 
wo Tanfs ny farall rockbwherenn diuers verruous 
and religious Parents, haue cuen wept themſclues to | 
death, to ſee their children ſuffer ſhipwracke : yea, 
this beaſtly and brutiſh finne of Drunkenneſle, is ſtill 
the Deuils 7ſher and Pender to all other finnes ; and 
therefore how cautious and carefull ought the Heads 
of Schooles 8 Y niwerſities be, to expell and root it out 
from themſelues,and to hate & deteſt it in others, fith 
inthe remiſſe winkingthereat, I may (with as much 
truth as ſaftie)affirm,that tolerarion,is confirmation, 
& conninency, cruelty; as we ſhall not go far to ſee it 
made good, and verified inthis enſuing mournful Hi- 
:the which in exaRing Inke from my Pen, dorh 
likewiſe command blood from my heart , and teares 
from mine eyes,toanatomize and ynfold it. 
Difficultly hath Aawrice beenthree moneths in Lo. 
ſanna with Yarefins, but his vertues are ccclipſed and | 
drowned in vice; yca,he not onely thinks, but holds 


| 


ita vertue, to make himſclfe culpable and guiltic of 
F YHrs this 


_ —_ 
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[FIX Chriſtina,and her inhumane ſonne Maariee.. 
this his Tutors iceof Drunkemneſſe, wherein within 
lefſe thenthree moneths, heeprooues fo rt,07 in- 
deed ſo —— —_— in this 'beaſtly Art, as 
both day and night,he makes irgor onely his praRiſe 
bur his elight;& not onely his delight bur higlory 
Hee who before was ſo temperate in his drit 

| conuerſation in Morges, as forthe moſt part hewhol- 
ly dranke water, not wine; now hee is 1s ſovicio 
 metamorphoſed in Loſanna, as contrariwiſe,he onely 
drinkes wine,and no water, yea,and which is lamen- 
table to remember, and deplorableto obſerye in rhis 
young Scholler, hedrinks (orto write truer,deuoures 
un) lo — his Cups are become his Bookes, 


his carrowſ1 learning, the Tauerne, his Studies 
and Drunkengeſſe the only Arthe profeflerh : which | 
filthy and infectious diſeaſe, ſpreading from the Pre- 


ceptor to the Papill,from old Y areſins to Man- 
ore hack ſo ſurorifed the one,and ſeiz'd oncheorter, 
as itthreatens the diſparagement of the firſt his. repw- | 
tation , and the ſhipwracke of the ſeconds fortunes; | 
and it may be of his life, 

Now Yarefeus, who will not bee aſhamed to pitic 
this beaftly Yice in himſelfe , doth yer pitic ic with 
thamerto behold it in his Scholler Aſawrice; and. yet; 
hath neither the Grace to reforme it in himſclfe , nor 
the will or power to reprooue it in him , but inſtead 
of ſtopping and preuenting , doth in all things giuc 
way tothe current and torrent of this ſwiniſh finne, 
which ineuitably drawes after it theſe threefold di- 
feaſes and miſeries : The poyſon of our bodies, the 
conſumption of our purſes, and the moath and Can- 
ker of our reputations ; or if you will theſe three not 
farre different from the three former : The bane of 

our 
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our wits, the enemy 'of our health and life, and the 
conſumer of our Eſtares and friends : And within 
the compaſſe of one whole yeare, toall thoſe diſea- 
ſes and miſcries doth the drunkennefle of our debo- 
ſhed young Scholler Mavrice ſubieR and reduce himz 
ſoas it being the natureof finne (not checked and 
vanquiſhed with repentance.) rather-to grow then 
wither, to fouriſh then fade or decay with our age: 
the longer Aawrice lined in Loſanna,the deeper roote 
| this bealtly vice of Drunkenneſle teoke in him, & he 
the deerer affeRion to it; ſoas that competent exhi- 
\oition which his mother ycarely allowed him, be- 
came incompntable with this his excefliue podigality 


and. cy : Yea, his extreame ſuperfluity |. 
in this cinde, was withour intermiſſion ſo. frequent, 
t { as three quarters of his yeares penfion could not dil- 
| charge one of his expences and debts, fo ſtrong a 
| habit (connerted nowto a ſecond Nature ) hadthis 
{bewitching beaſtly finne of drunkenneſle exacted| 
|andgottenof him, as if this were his felicity, and 
that hee onely triumphed to become a flaue to this 
| | his Jauiſh appetite an ſwyniſh profeſſion, which to 
| [{ſapport and maintaine , hee not onely feeds, but ſur. 
| fers his morhct with varicty of ſubtill and infinua- 
| ting letrers, thereby ro draw diuers ſummes of mo- 
nies from her, as indced hee doth., ſame ynder pre- 
| text of his neceflitic tro buy new bookes, which hee 
affirmed he wanted, others vader pretence of his 
weakeneſle and fiknefle, and ſuchlike colourable ex- 
| - cuſes: which vnthriftie prodigality of his,doth as faſt 
empticher purſe and ſtore, as her induſtrious fruga- 
liry can poſlibly fillthem,whereof hauing allthe rea- 
ſons of the world to become ſencible, ſhee art -laſt 


"OY making 


Hiſt. XV. Chriftive,end her inhumaxe ſonne Maurice. | 209 
making her iudgement conſult with her affeRion 
beginne now to feare, that her ſonne was become 
leſſe vertuous, and moredeboſhed then ſhe hoped of, 
and that theſe his letters and petitions for money,| 
were bur onely trickes to decceiue the hopes, and be- 
tray the confidence ſhe repoſed in his vertuous carri- 
age,and godly inclination z whereof being in fine in- 
formed and certified, from ſome Students and Burgh-| 
ers of Loſanna , whom ſhee had ſer as Sextinelss , to} 
haue Argus , | ws n > we eyes ouer his ationsand 
deporrments , ſhe at laſt with few thanks to his 7 »tor 
Peron A000 complaints and —_—— to her 
ſonne inexp e griefe orrow to her 
ſclfe, calles and commands him home from | 
'to MAorges, Where with much bitterneſſe and ſecrecy, } 
ſhee taxerh and o_ _ III 
prodigalitie,in that he had vainely in one yeare, 
more then either his father and her {elfe could colleR 
or gather vp in m—_ | 
But ſcethe lewd ſubtiltie, and wretched deceirful- 
neſſe of this difſolute ſonne towards this his deare| 
and tender mother : for then and there ſeaſoning his | 
ſpeeches with vertue, and his bchauiour with obedi- | 
ence and pietic, he modeſtly ſeemes not only to taxe 
her credulitie , canceiued againſt the candeur andin- 
tegritic of his ations; butalſo with a kind of Tacite; 
choller, to maligne and traduce thoſe who iniuſtly 
and falſly had caſt fo foule an aſperſion on his vertues 
and innocency; and the better ro make thoſe his ſpee- 
ches , andthis his Apolegie and 1»ſtification paſſe cur- 
rent with his mother, his diſcretion now preſcribes ſo! 
fayrea Law to his Yanitie , and his reaſor to his in-: 
temperate and irregular "7 , as tothe cye of the 
| e 


world, 
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world, and to her more curious and obſeruant iu 

ment, hee ſcemes to be the very picture and Statue of 
Fertue, although Ged and his foule ſoule and Conſci- 
ence well knowes, thathe is the true,cfſenti-ll,and re- 
all Image of Yice+ and the better tocloke and ouer- 
uaile this his diflimulation from the eyes of God and 
his mother, although he continue totake his Cuppes 
by night, yet in £AMorges, andeſpecially in his mo- 
thers houſe and fight, he caſtsthem off by day ; and 
the better, and more firmely to reintegrate himſelfe 
into her approbation and fauour, hee mornings and 
; euenings is ſcene at his prayers, and ſpends the grea- 
1 teſt pare of his time in hearing and frequenting of 
; Sermons,the which affoords ſuch ſweet contentto her 
conceits and thoughts, as ſhee repents herſelfe of her 
-ynkindnefſe rowards him', and not- onely acquits 
:him of his drunkennefle, prodigalitie, and diffolute- 
nefſe, but alfo accuſeth his accuſers, who ſhee now as 

much condemnes for Enuy and Malice towards her 
* Senne,as ſhee highly (and as ſhe thinks iuſtly)applands | 
him for his religious pietic towards God. 
But fith Hypocrific is worſe then Prophanenefle, 
as making vs rather Deuils then Saints; - or indeed 
-not Saints, but Deuils; and that no ſacrifice is ſo 0- 
- __ [dious, norobice fo hatefull ro Ged, as he who denies 
and diflſemblcth it in his lookes, and yet profeſſeth 
i | [andpractifethitin his heartand fouke: ſowe ſhallſee 
| ro our griefe, and this wretched Hypocrite finde to his: 
miſery, that thinking to deceiue God, he ſhall inthe 
6 end decciue himſclte; and in attempting to betray 
'his mother through his falſe Yerz#e, his true Yice will 
at laſt betray him, and make him as miſerable,as hee 
| attereth himſelfe it willmake him fortunate. S | 
low 
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| Now the betrer to root and confirme this opinion 
of hi in his @vthersconcetts and mind, 
and ſo tte'more to biferuaile his: neo 


| hisetcefine ub |. 
feQion and addition to Drunkenneſſe, he vnder the 


ce of ſome neceſſary and profitable occaſi- 
ons,gets leaue of her,ſomtimes to ride ouerto Berne, 


Soleure, Fribourg, Apenſall, and other capirall rownes 
of the Centers, where he falls afreſh to his cups, and 


there continually both day 8& night ſwils his braines, 
and ſtuffes vphis belly with wine, as if hee tooke no 
other delight or glory, but to drowne his wit and 
learning wirh his money , and his health with both ; 
andyetagaine when he returnes te Morges, he makes 
ſuch fayre weather with his mother, andcaſts ſo rem- 


perate acloake and colour or his ſpeeches and aQti-| 


ons, as if ir were impoſſible for hin to drinke more 
then would ſuffice Natere, or to defire more then 
would meerely'quench his thirſt. And thus by his 
Hipecriticall policy, hiuing 2gairie wrought himſclfe 
into his mothers good opinion and fauour, as atfo 
ſome ſtoreof money our of ker purſe and coffers; he 
with a feigned ſhew of Hamilizieand diſcretion,takes 
icaue of her, andto perfeR his ſtudies and Learning, 
returnes againeto Loſanxs,; where he is no ſooner ar- 
riuved,burt ypon his new returne, he finds out his olde 
carrowling companions , who like ſo many peſti 
Vipers, and contagious Moaths and Carerpillars, are 
viciouſly,and therefore fatally reſolued, notonely to 
cate out the botrome of his purſe, but alſothe heart 
of his happineſle; and as I may iuſtly rearmeit,tode- 
uoure the very ſoule of his felicitic : and with theſe 
tippling brats of Bacchus , doth our lewd and debau- 
ſhed Scholler, Mawrice,continually drinke drunke, not 
Ec 2 onely 
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oucly forgetting his leaning,burkimlſelfe;and which 

is worſe, his Ged,,hauing vgither the powerto re. 
oewhesq 55pent, or grace to pray; nor toremem- 
—— thing, except his cups; ſo beaſtly is he incli- 
ned, fo ſwinifhly and viciouſly is he affeRed and ad- 
died; apd what doth this aches prognoſticate, pre- 
ſage,or promiſe to produce in him, bur. ineuitable af- 
fliction,miſcry,and ruine of all ſides ? 

As the ſhorteſt Errours are beſt: ſo thoſe Yices 
which haue longeſt perſeruerance and predominance 
in vs,proue ſtill the moſt pernicious and dangerous : 
It is nothing to cruſha Serpent in the Egge; but if we 

it it to grow to a Serpent, it may then cruſh vs : 
a plant may be remooued with caſe; butan old tree 
difficulcly : To fall from finne to repentance, is as 
great a happineſſe, as it is a miſery to fall from . 
tance to finne: and indeed to vie but one word for 
che affirmation and confirmation of this truth , there 
can no greater miſery befall vs, thentothinke our 
ues happy » When (through our finnes) wee are 

C 


Heere in Loſannes, Hanrice eſteemes this his beaft. 
ly finne of drunkenneſſe te bee a Yerrse, not a Yice in 
him, yea, in paying for all ſhots and reckonings in 
Tauernes,he ſortiſhly and fooliſhly thinks itthe thor- 
teſt and trueſt way to bee beloued and honoured, 
(though indeed to be contemned) of all ; and there- 
| fore without feare or = without the leaſt ſpark 


of Grace,or ſhaddow of\confſideration, his tomacke 
| (like the Deuils ſpunge,) and his vnſatiable throate 
(like a bottomleſle gulfte) fo devoures his wine, and 


gumeut of his glory, he makes the caulſc of his _ 
a 


his wine his money, as that which ſhould be the 4r- 


| 
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and his money which ſhould fortific his reputation» 
he conuerts and turnes to ruine it. Butas pouertic 
(ina iuſt revenge of our Yexitie) reioyceth to looke 
onvs., ws -_ _ —_— looke on, 
or regardit , ſo hee hauing ſpent t t Sum- 
merof his oll and crocialicy, inweliing home: 
Ineyes his mother gaue him,in wine, now the depri- 
uation thereof makes him feele the froſty Winter 
{ of that want, which hee can better remember, then 
remedy, rather repent, then redrefle. The Fellowes 
and Studiecnts of his Colledge, looke on him and his 
Drunkenneſfe, ſome with the eyes of pirtie , others 
with thoſe of joy , according as their friendſhip, or 
malice, their Charity or Enuy cither conduR their 
paſſions,or tranſport, and ſteere their reſolutionsand 
inclynations. And for his Tutor Y«refi#s, how canhbe 
poſhible ſecke or reclayme this his Pupill from Yice 
to Yertue, when he is ſo wretchedly diſolute, as by 
the publike vote and voyce of the Ynizerftie, hee 
himſelfe is alrcady wholy and ſoly relapſed from 
VertuetO Vie, 

In which reſpe&, this vitious young Studient Mas- 
rice, hauing neither Yertue nor T #/or, money nor cre- 
dit, diſcretion nor friend, to ſecure him from! the 
| ſhelues of Indigence, orthe rockes of Poverty and 

+" | 
Miſery , whereon hee is raſhly and wilfully ruſhing ; 
he like a true deboſhed Scholler, or indeed as a Ma- 
ſter of Art, in the Art of deboſhedneſle , firſt fels a- 
| way his bookes, then his gowne and cloathes, and 
next his bed, being defirous to want __ ing bur 
wine; and confidently(though vainely and fooliſhly) 
aſſured, that if he haue wine enough, that then hee 
wants nothing. A miſcrable conliderationand con» 
| es __ - a 
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| dirion, a wretched Eſtate and reſolution ,' onely ren- 
ding and conducing to direfull miſery , *and to de- | 
and deſfolation. | 

Burto repleniſh his purſe, to repayre his credir,and 
apparell,and to continue his cuppes & drunkennefle, | 
he hath no other hopes or refuge, then againe ts caſt 
himſeclfe on the affeQion and courteſic of his mother 
whom hee re-viſits with ſeuerall Letters, which 
are 'onely ſo many humble infinuating petitions, 
againeto draw and wreſt moneyes from her. Buthe 
&decciued in his hopes, and ation ,or at leaſt 
theydeſtinAly and ſeuerally, and his mother ioyntly 
with them , conſpire to decciue him. For I write it 
with griefe, becauſe ( by an vncontroulable relation 
of the truth') ſhee diAares it to my pen with teares; | 
that as well by all choſe of Morges, who came from 
Loſanna as by all thoſe of Loſanns who came to Moy- 
{© the is moſt certainly 8& fully aduertiſed of 
of 


ſannes debodſhed and difolure life, of his negleR 
| p, and roo frequent affeQting and follow- 
ing of drunkennefſle, of the ſale of his cloathes, bed 
and bookes ; of the crreparable loſſe, both ofhis rime, 
moneyes and reputation, and withall, how the dregs 
and fines of wine, hath meramorphiſed his counte-' 
nance, and not Graced, bur filrhily diſgracedit with 
many fiery Rubics and flaming Carbunkles; as alſo 
how it hath ſtuffed and bombaſted vp his belly and 
body ; as if thedropficand he contended who ſhould 

firſt ſeize each on other , and therefore ſhee bei 
(wirh a mournefull vnwillipgneſſe) enforced , nor 
onelyto take notice, but ſorrowfully ro reſt aſſured | 
- and confident of theſe diſaſterous premiles , the in- 
fallible prediions & Sywpromes of her Sonnes vtter 
ruine 


mm 
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| ruine and fubverfion : Shee peremptorily and abſo- 
lutely refuſerh his requeſts, anſwereth his Lencrs 
with many ſharpe complaints and bitter exclams- 
tions againſt his foule finne of Drunkennefle, which 
threatnes no leſle then the ruine, both of his R 

tion, Friends, Learning, Fortune and Life, if not of 
his Soule. | 

' Maurice, {ceing himſelfe wholy abandoned of his 
Mother, he knowes not howto liue , nor yet howto 
p_ _ —_— ona Er —_ _ not =_ 

riſeth his t ts, but amazet ap 
his _ itations with feare , yea, he takes this Lieoors 
telie of hers ſo neere at heart, and withall is ſo ex- 
treamely impatient, to ſee himſclfe forſaken of her, 
.whom hee knowes the Lawes of Nature hath com- 
manded to affect and cheriſh : as ft ing himſclfe 
to be her Sonne,and ſhe his Mother, yea —_—_— 
himſelfe to be a man, and which is more a Chriſtian, 
his wants and Fices ſo farre tranſports him beyond-| 
the bounds of Reſon and Religion, of Nature and 
Grace, as hee impioufly and execrably. ates 
from them all and ſecretly vowes to his heart and 
foule,or to ſay truer, ro the deuill : (who inchanterh 
the one,and infeRteth and intoxicaterth the other)thar 
hee will ſpecdily ſend her into another warld ina. 
bloedy Coffin, if ſhee willnot releeuehis wants and | 
maintainc himas her Sonne inthis. So Alas here iris, 1 
that he firſt giues way to the deuill ro take poſefſion 
of his thoughts and hearr,and here ir is,that he firſt 
aſſumes bad blood, and ſuggefts bloody defignes, 
againſt the ſafety and life of his deere and innocent: 
Mother. When like a miſcrable wrerch, and a wret- 
chedand impious villaine, his: thoughts and — 
” ( 


215 | 


— 


— 


—_ 


_21s | ' Gods Revenge againit Marther. Booke I. 


(like ſo lynes running to their centre) arenow 
in continuall aRtion and motion, how to finiſh and 
bring this deplorable Tragicall buſineſſe ro anend : 
yea, the better to feed this his inſatiable bloody ap- 
_ andto quench the quenchlefſe thirſt of his 
tracidious reuenge, he forgets all other proicds ! 
and affaires, to follow and haſten on this; which (to 
_ word-forall) takes vp both his ſtudy and 
is time in Zoſawna,caſting away his bookes , which 
__ ſeeme to diuert him from it, as if hee courted 
0, not Apollo, Proſerpina, not Pallas, Errywnis,not 
F rania, the _— , pa the Maſes : and 2s afficions 
ſeldome come alone, but many times (as the waues 
ef the ſea) fall one in the necke of another;ſo to make 
him rather aduance then retire, in the execution of 
this his vnnaturall and damnable attempt, his cx- 
ceſfue and frequent drunkenneſle, makes him ſo no- 
toriouſly apparrant to the Heads of the Vniucrſity 
in generall, and of his owne Colledge in particular, 
that they giue him his Conge, and ( without lending 
any care to his 4pwlogie or Juſtification ) expell him 
thence? So that being now deſtitute of all friends 
and meanes, hee iscnforced to ſee himſelfe reduced 
tothis point of miſery,that hee muſt either or 
ſtarue ; which to preuent (becauſe hee as much diſ- 
daincs the firſt, as heis reſolucd to prouide a remedy 
for the ſecond) he leaues Loſanne ( where his Vices 
and debts haue made the ſtones too hot for him) and 
onfoote, goes home to his Mother to Horges, ho-' 
ping that his preſence may preuayle more with her 
then his abſence; and his tongue make thar eaſie, 
which his pen(in his Letters)found not only difficu 
burimpoſtbl 3p 


= 


Hiſt. XV. Chriftine,anl her inhanune ſonne Maxrice. 
Being arriued at CO louing & indulgent Mo- 


ther, recciucs him wi of ioy,but of grief, 
for his Drunkenneſie hath ſod d his face 


be her; Sonne;, and although hee take painesto con- 
ceale that beaſtly Vice of-.his, and ſoro playſter, and 


reformation ; yct ſhee ſees to her affliction ; and ob- 
ſerucs to her miſery , thathee loucs his Cups better 
then his life, and that as ſoone as ſhee once turnes her 
backe from Him ,: heefalls cloſe to them ; and forip- 
plethrand carrouſeth from Morning to Night. Three 
dayes are ſcarce paſt, before hee makesrwo requeſts 
to her, the one fornew cloathes , the other for mo- 

z when, tothe end thather wiſdome might ſhine 
OF affection as well as: her affection in her wiſ- 
dome, ſhee cheerefully grants him the firſt, bur pe- 
remprorily dennies him the ſecond,becauſe ſhee well 
knowes it would be ſo much caſt away on him,ſfith he 
would inſtantly caſt itaway on wine,and to write the 
rruth, the grant of his cll doth not fo much con- 
temt him , as the refuſall of her money doth both af- 
fic and inflamehim.zHe is all in chollerherear, and 
the furzes of -Revenge doe fo implacably rake vp and 
ſcize on his thoughts, and they on ir, as now without 
the feare of ofcareof his ſoule, hce like a dam- 
nable villaine, avd; an execrable Sonnezfwaps a bare 
gain with the Deuill, ro:deſtroy and:makeaway his 
Mother: Helliſh ecſolutions' arid infernall :concens, 
which will got onely lethoſe who:embrace; 
but confound thoſe who fallow them © His impiety 


made him; formerly aſſume this bloody fat, and 
now isnecliry of vancormeoncy( ok "ire 


nor 
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body ; as at thefirſi ſighr ſhee dificultly knew him to 


varniſh it ouer witha feigned ſhew of repentance aid | 
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|. -- +» Gods Revenge againſt Marder,  Booke TIT, 
not. as it. were drowne himſelfe in the excefſe.of 
Drunkenneffe) enforcerh him toa refolutionto finiſh 
ir; His faith is fo weake cowards God, and ſd ftrong 
'with thedeuill,as he will not retire with Grace, but 
\aduance -with impicty, to ice as well rhe end as'rhe 
beginning 'of this bloedy' bufineſſez'Hee'confolrs 
hereon with his delight, oor with hisceaſon; with this 
| will, not with his Conſcience , with his heart'/ riot 
with his Soule.” Hee ſees hee hath no money, 'and 
knowes ,-arar-leaſt beleeues,, thac his- Mother hath 
| enough,and therfore conchides,thas if: ſho were-once 
dead,it were impoſſible;thathis'life ſhould wanr any; 
So:theſe two wretched Councellors, Conetonſneffe 
and: Drankonneſſe, (or rather Conctouſneſſe to miain- 
taine his Drunkennefſe) fike two infernall fiends and 
furies:; haule him on head-long to rate this 
bloody and mournefull murther of his deere and ten: | 
der Mother , the end whereof, will bring hier as 
much' rrue miſcry:.and _—_ as che begirittinng 
doth flatter and promiſe him falſe cottent and haps | 
| pineſſe ; his youth hath noregard to her agrzand leffe 
ro ber Life, neither will hee youchſafero refiember 
that hce firſt recciued his of Her yea;alttheblood | 
> uw marr = - in kis'Veines | 
| .cannort any wa t wer to Ji 
him, that it is drained 2nd. deſcended hoe het, 
And if: Morges will not divert him, LoſanneſhouldgF|: 
IE SEES | ies wigith 
and if Native prevailed nor with his heart, ' yetin 
thinkes Grace thould with his Conſcience, to repre- 
'fent himthe fouleneſſe of this attempt , and the vn- 
alltrueltythereof, in reſoluing to imbrew/his | 


diabolicall bandsin her innocent blood xorifthein. 
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fluence of theſe earthly conſiderations 'tould not 
allay the heate of his malice,or quench the firepf his 
reuengetowards her , yer trice thinkes looking from 
to picty,from Earth to Heauen ; from | 
the time preſent, tothe future ; from the corruption 
of his Body, to the immorrality of his Soule, from 
Sinne to Rightcouſneſſe, from Reuenge to Religio 
and conſtquently from ſatan to , hee ſhou 
hatethis bloody defigne and proiet of his as much 
as now he loues ir, and ſcekethe preſeruation of his 
Mother, with as much obedience and affeQion, as 
now he contriues and purſues her vntimely end with 
 impiety and deteftarion. But his Vices will ſtilltri- 
umph ouer his Vertues ; and therefore it is rather to | 
be feared then doubred, that they will in' the end | 
_ him too miſerable, euer to ſee himſelfe fo | 
appy- 
| Miſerable Masrice therefore, ( as the ſhame of his | 
time, thediſgrace of his ſexe,and a prodigious mon- 
ſter of Natare) having he reſolued on the mat- 
rer, now with a deuiliſh fortirude and helliſh affu- | 
| rancepaſferh on to the maner of her Tragedy.He wil 
not glue care to God, who ſeekes todiuert him from 
it, but will hearken'to the denill, who vſeth his beſt | 
Oratory to perſwadeand intice him to it. But as the 
devil is malicious in his fubtilty,ſo ſhould we be both 
wiſe arid: cautions in our credulity ; for if wee be- | 
krene him, he will berray vs; bur if wee beleeue God, 
we ſhalf then berray; hinr: he is impaticnr of delayes, | 
yea, his malice is ſo bloody,and his re fo cruell, 
as hee thinkes every, houre a yeare, till hee hath ſent 
| j 
h 
f 2. 


— _ _ _ PR 


f 
her from Eatth to Heauen,  Heptopoſrh vnto him- 
ſclfe diterswayes to murth ,and't eckeutt who 
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"220 | | Gods Rewenge againſt Mwrther,  Booke ITI, 
is neucr abſent but preſent in ſuch-helliſh occaſions, 
makes him 4s well induſtrious as vadiQiue, andim- 
placable, in; the contriving and finiſhing-}thereof, 
Now he thinkes to cut her throate as ſhee isin bed : 
Then to poyſonher art table, citherin her meate or 
drinke, Thenagaine hee is of opinion to hire ſore 
to kill her as ſhee is walking in her vineyards ; orelfe 
to cauſe two Watermen to drowne her, aFſhee is ta- 
| kipgthe ayreina boate on the Lake , which twice or 
| thrice weckely ſhe is accuſtomed to doe ; bur yer ſtill 
| he is irreſglure, either which, or which not toreſolue 
on, till at laſt after a weekes dilatory protation, ha- 
| uing with a fatall and infernall ratiotination ban- 
dedand rebanded theſe ſcucrall bloody proices in 
| his, braynes: and contemplations , . hee : reieReth 
| | them all , as more fuller of difficulty and apparant 
| danger,then of warrantable ſafety, when conſideri 
that there was a deepe Well inthe outteryard , - 
ioyning to the Garden, he holds it fitteſt for kispur- 
ſero, drowneher therein , wherconthe devill and 
4: ſtrikes hands,and ſet vp their reſt and periode. 
Whiles thus this gracious mother Chri/tina cndca- 
uors with her beſt care,and prayers, to diucrt her 
graccleſſc ſonne Maurice from this his intemperate, 
and beaſtly finne of Drunkenweſſe , he (as.if hee were 
no part of her, but rather alimbe of the Deuill) with 
a monſtrous and inhumane ingratitude,ſets his inuen- 
tions and braines on the tenter- kaokes,, 10. cſpy our 
{the occaſion and time to diſpatchher. When burnin 
with a flaming defire, to quench theinſatiablerhir 
| | of his reuenge in her blood : be(taking time and op- 
| portunity at cuantggeNecing allhis mocherspeople 
abroad to gather in intage , the well open, and 
| | ſhce 
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ſhee with a Prayer bookein-het hand, walkingincbe 

Garden next adioyaing , the Devill i . fueh 
courage to his.heart, his heart ſuch cruetticandinbu-- 
manitie to his ſoule, and his ſoule to-his reſolutions 
thar all things ſeemed.then to conſpuezoſee arte | 
to.this bis, bY d&lixed-and, afleted bulineffc of | 
murthering and dilpatching his ak oy ly eds | 
him the part of a 2 man ; Fr for 

had ſuddenly afflited,and gricxe 

his hat in his hand, -haſtily ayd fugi, 

the Garden to his mother, andcainsious r6 
there isone of the neighbours children; 
well ,. which he cſpycd from-hus chamber we Nay: 
whercunto (harme woman): 
licfeto bis falſe and perfidious (preghcs »af:bej 
(beyond. her ſelfe) Rice and amazed withthisdoe 
daine and ſorrowfull newes , ſheethrowes away her 

Booke, and hand in hand with'him,(her ſighes inter-.| 
rupting er words, and ber teorevher fghes) ſbocenid 


ed wings to her feet) trips away.49 the well, 
pare: to ſee ker | tk $ and chiefly to 


know, if itany way lay ither poſſible care ro aſliſt or | 
r to. preſerve the ſaid, ghald fromdgath;, when 
AA troghewal, heo heres likea fury, thena | 
man, ;and rather reſembli A-MceT« then; } 
ſoane, falteneth his left han ye nd pins = 
ſhe lookes into the profunditie thereof, hee - — 
right hand tips and [thi owes her ing and fo wit 
ny more ,claps downethe couerthercofz 
[6ioyGingin heart that he had ſent her todeath, 
Fe ecs and knowes it os notin the power 
LOG 


PF AAS $icapious vill ,apd ro ch | #8 
is 
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biobarharows indbloodyfa) aſcends het chamber, 
esopent her eupboards,rronks, and theſts, takes 
away mo of hermoney, and filuer plate, which hee 
carry Armed for his owne bchoofe and vſc 
and ſo a few picces of money, and ſome of 
her clothes and aj inthe floare , thereby ſubrit- 
lytoinfinate##d tititnate'to the world: that it were 
rheeues who had robbed and drowned his mother; 
when Reali 2 horſe our of the ſtable,he with much 
ſecreoy out of the backe doore,, which hee 
| prnaet 1A wk from thehee rides away tohigma- 
inthe Vineyards; towhom he relates he 
| R_ all that morneabroad to take the ayre, and 
is now come to paſſe the remainder of the day with 
{ta bemerry 5 to which end(in his kbchiers 
name) tibſends for wire from the skirrs of therown; 
and ſo (as well men as mayds)they carrowſe and fro- 
ke it till cowards'night, and then they all returne 
home, where they find both doores open, his mother 
theit' Miſtris wang , and no creature whatſocuer 
inthe houſe, wherezrthey much admire and wonder. 
So the ſervants and Himlelfe ſcke and call her in'the 
Orchards and Gardens, butin yaine, for they find'no 
newes of her; when the mayds one way, and he'and 
themen/ſctuonts anorher way, ſeck her as well iri the 
roothes and chanibers, as in the ſtreers and neighbors 
houſes, where ſhee is accuſtomedto frequent,burto 
| nopurpeſe; for they can neitherſeenorheare of het; 
rill ar length che maydens ruſhing into her bed-cham- 
ber,they find her Cupboard; Cheſts por pakibenn rob _ 
ken'open,atid ſomeof her money 
cd hevre thStiere ot1 the Sond) te 
| þ - at vindowes.,” 
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haue beenthere, and robbed cheir Mitra Tens 
and Trunks : which XAexrxe _—_— 
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veryl their reſearch and perquiſition;loe,one 
| of che: Mayds,named.Hefter,who was neereft 
Meneame rae affection of her 3: | 


wires iaſtant morning taken'a 'nap of 
or thereabouts.in a chayre ; arts 


af helepcandet tripsro them jand 
dreamit.,: that Tier Adg#999 | 


fands ;vras-calt ihto:the:well; ndatowadit! | 
Rh orkieinoatiemed with many: words;and more. [ 
lights,qut-arics, andtcares ; which peircing into _ 
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toner aodaiewt herinewthotWl « which the 
dame then ge: 5 as-firft:che maides | 

©, thei the Sonnesrequet and teares, bee/in-| 
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yer Godrhe Great and Soar: 
Lt Earth," willrigtbeethius 
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ly.into debts, yea, litsdebrs 


ate tis dens former y vigent and 
|clantarcits, 2800 tohishopes and tearcs, when 
| he lekftrdrgamest! hed s inipniforied by tis 


| Metcer and Draper , fortheblackes of fiis Mothers 
| Fuqerall, to both-whom: hec isindebted the ſome c 
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[he-hath hardly enough to maintaine &oſaftainelife : 


|bis right Armeiy brokenad wo pecces;;add! 
{no Chirurgi 


L Arme which threw his: Mother 'imrothe 'Woll; -A 


wel Lao = er "Bovke ITE} 


nor 20 cotnforrt' him, barrhe- tenoursef his 


and Conſcience: Hee-is clapt'into a ſtinking. 
pry Arn oY and deteftation. 
of. his bloody cryme )/ the Glorious Lamperof Heal 
urn, the Surme, tofend higradianc and .n k 
beames'to comforrhim ;1@as he who 
was accuſtomedta faredelici | andasirweret ng 
anddrowne fimſelfe in 4 and moſter-; 
-Wines , nowheenuſt conrent hitnſelfe: dnely 
with courſe'bread and water ; and' yethis'miſcry is S; 
exrreame, &that his-ſo miſerable, as 


-Bur wee ſhalb:ſrortharthis faſt abltiftion of his; ill, 
hon befelldwed and er mrreg er = hi 


be pentvpin | 
and he recetues a Feaneulhfllrrhenoof the bowl 


ion todookentoirzit purrifies 
as for the'preſerning of his lift, veviriiadifiente 
dayes is enforced to haue it cut off, alittlo below the, 
ſhoulder.:. and this, was -the very: ſane, ——__— 


fingular. at of Gods. reuenging Iuſtice ; and Tuſt res! 
_ ſhewen herein.  Olrthat: irmay bee foie 
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pr ger ng maybe np. | | 
| chexeof, in- his uſt Lulgement andalliQion towards 


{:: "But this 15-notenough for: Maprice to ſuffer, nor | 
| for God eoindiht on hilbforthighis bloody andinha-' | 
{mane Crime; ir) mijntheringhis:-Mother :-norto- {ay '} 
| che truth, it is but the: Prolegwe, tothe deployable, yer f 

deſerucd puniſhment, n——_— | 


| ing:an re his Arm, 
| proucd qhe'b; | weil nie | 


| ting away. of his content: and-1udgement;. The do- 
{[uill cauſed -bim moſt. inbumanly todrowne his Mo- 
\ther, the which be.might have xofuled to perperrate, 
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into his concolteand raft; in deſp bf hi | 
e.; he wanting atiiacculer,i-Loe, heerehee hims|/ 
ſelfe both "arte yrybmag of har ne _ ne 
thedſame-;i forthe very! 
\doubliug his feare, as ar - Soo 
e. Hein the maiddeſt of thoſe le and 
height.of 1 that and Anxietic, Cries,out- with| 
a lond voice; 4 hone drowned my; Morhet ih the Well; 
I have drowned. my Matherin the Well, ws will hae| 
wee to: Confeſſe it before be ſuffer you is mee 's. + 
fheake: i214 cr $rvY wm What +| 
word C me: Which wondeno ſootereſepod 
his rdngueyburhe inſtantly reth? 
crycs of Phrenfie/and madnefſe. His or egy 
thereſt are amazed ar theſe featcfull ſpeeches, and 
bloudy Confefsion of his ; which-dotwieliftanding | 
that __—_—— — magnefle; yet 'they —_ 
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rothe- Hoſpitall; He ſtill raving and crying as he paſ- 
ſeth the ſtreers + Bur Oh !Let vs heere farther ad- 
mire with ' wonder, and wonder with admiration, at} 
theprouidence and mercy of God here againe mira-| 
| culouſly made apparent and manifeſtedin this exc-} 
crable wretch 'MHanrict, forhee who outragiouſly 
cried in his priſon and licedtiouſly raved in theſtreer, 
isno ſooner entered into the Hoſpirall, but the plea- 
ſure of God had fo ordained it, as his Madnefle}] 
| fully falls from hin, and hee abfolutely recouereth| 
| againe his wits and ſenſes, in ſuch firme and ſerrled 
| manner,as if hee had neuer formerly beene touched] 
-or afflited therewith." * | | 
His Gaglors make report ro the Magiſtrates, firſt 
.of his confefſton of drowning his Mother, and'then 
of his ſudden and 'miraculonts recovering 'of his 
pr memory , iudgcment atid fenſes ;as 'ſoone as 
eſert foote within the Hoſpitall : Whereupon they 
as much aſtoniſhed ar the one, as wofidering at the 
'other ; doe inſtantly repairethither ro him, andthere | | 
araigne and accuſe him, for that inhumane and 

bloody fact of his, whereof his owne Evidence and: 
Contcfhon hath now made him guilty. Bur they | | 
take him for another, or atleaſt hee willnor be the 
fame man : Hee denies this horrible and_ bloody 
| crime of his, with many oathes arid aſſeverations$5 
which they maint@ineand affirme he harh'contefied; 
ſayes, That they either heard a4 Dreame or faw a Vi- 
fion , whereof hee neither dreamt nor thought of; 
and that he was ready to lofe all the blood and life 4: 
of 'his body to finde out, and ro be reuenged-of rhe |. 
miirtherers of his Mother, 7 HOON 

- Butthe Magiſtrates aredeafe ro liis Apologie,and 
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conftirring the violence of his Madnefle by its ſud- 
den abandoning him , as alſo his free and vninfor- 
ced confeſſion of drowning his — con- 
cciue that Gods prouidence and Tuſtice doth ftrong- 
ly operate in the. deteRion of this foule and inhu- 
Cf mane murther, and therefore contemning his re- 
| queſts and oathes (in the vindication of his Inno- 
| cency)they cauſe him robe referched from the Hoſ- 
pitall, ro the;Priſon.,, and there adiudge him to the 
| Racke, when although his heart and ſoule be terri- 
| fied and affrighted with his apprehenſion and accu.. 
ſation ; Yetthe deuillis ſo ſtrong with him,as he can.. 
not yet finde in his heart to relent , much lefle to re- 
| pent this foulc and inhumane crime of his ;butcon- 
| {ideringthat hee acted it ſo ſecretly , asall the world 
q could not produce a witnefſe againſt himſelfe , ex- 
| [cept himſelfe, he yowes hee will be ſo impious and- 
| prophane in his fortitude and courage, astodiſdaine 
theſe his rorments ;and to looke an them and his; 
| Tormentor. with an eye, rather of contempt then 
| | feare : But, God will be as propitious andindulgent- 
to him, as. hee is rebellious and refraRory to God; 
for heere wee ſhall ſee both his Conſcienceand reſo. 
lutions taught.another rule, and prefcribed a.con- 
trary Law ; yea,hcere wee ſhall behold and obſeruc 
inhim, that now Righteonſurſſe ſhall triumph over. 
Sinne,Grace Over Nature,his Seule-oycr.his Body, Hea.. 
wenover Hell, and G OD over Satan, for at the very 
| f(t ſightoft the Racke, rhe fight & remembrance of 
his blaody crime, makes. him ſhake and tremble cx« 
treamely, when his ſoule being illuminared, bythe» 
| 
reſplendant Sunne beameg of Gads mercy, an#the- 
| ggic wiſts of Hell and Satan, expelled and ban 
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| ſhed thence, hee falls ro theground on his knees , firſt 

beares his breaſt, and then erreRing his eyes and 
| hands towards Heauen hee ( with a whole deluge 
| of teares ) againe confeflerh, that hec had drowned | 
his Mother in the Well, fromand for the which 
hee humbly craueth remiſhon, both from Earth and 
Heaucn, | | 

Andalthough there-bee no doubt, bur God will 
forgiue his ſoule forthis his foule murther, Yer the 
Magiſtrates of Morges, whohaue Grauity in their 
lookes, Religion in their hearts & ſpeeches, &luſtice 
|-in their ations; will not pardon his body z ſo in- de- 
teſtation of this: his featull crime, and inbumwahe pat- 
racide, they in the morning condemne him, that 
yery after-noone to behanged, Ar the pronouncing | 
of which ſentence, as hee hathreaſcn to; aproouethe' 
equity of their Juſtice in-condemning him todie,fo 
he cannot refraine from gricuing at the (trineſle of 
the time,which they allot him tor his preparationto. 
death; But «s ſoone 4s we forſeke the denill, we make our | 
peace with God, | 

All cAtorges and Loſanna rings of this mournefull 
and Tragicall newes, and in detcſtation of this 
mournefull, inhumancand bloody crime of our ex- 
ecrable Mawrice, they flocke-from all- parts and 
ſtreetes to the place of execution, to ſee him ex- 
piate it by his death, and foto take his laſt farewell 
of his life, 

The Diuines,who are given him for fortifying and 
aſſiſting his;ſoule, in this her flight & tranſmigration 
fiom Earth to Heauen , baue religiouſly prevailed 
with him, ſo as they make him ſee the toulencſle of | 
| his crime, in the Jrmarks of his contrition and 
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repentance for the ſame, yea,hee is become ſo hum. | 
ble and withall fo forrowfull, for this his bloody and 
degenerate oftence,asT know not whether hee thinke 
thereof with more griefe, or remember it with de. 
teſtation & repentance. At his aſcending the Ladder, 
moſt of his SpeQators cannot refraine from weeping, 
and the very fight of their teares prooues the CAr- 
gument of his; as his remembrance of murthering 
his Mother was the cauſe. 

Hetclls chem hee greenes at his very ſoule, for the | 
foulcneſſe of his fa, ingiuing his Mother herdeath, 
of whom he had recciued his life.” He effirmes, thar 
Drunkennefle was not onely the roote, but the cauſe 
of thjs:his beggery and miſery, of his crime and 
puniſhment; and of his deboſhed life and deſerued 
gdtarb;feom which with a world of fighes and tearcs';, 
hiceſeekes and endeuours to diuert allthoſe who af. 
fe and praftiſe thar beaſtly Vice, Hedeclares,that 
his Mother was too vertuous ſo ſoone to goe outof 
the world, and himſelfe roo vitious (and withalltoo | 
cruell) any longer to liue 1n it; that the finnes of his 
life, had deſcrued this his ſhametull death ; and al- 
though hee could not preucntrhe laſt, yet, that hee 
heartily and ſorrowfully- repented the firſt; Hee 
prayed God to be mercitiil! to his ſoule,and then be- 
ſought the world to pray vnto God for that mercy; 
whea ſpeaking a few words to himſclfe, and ſcaling | 
them with many tcares, and farre fetched fighes; he 
laſtly bids the world farewell , when enuiting the 
Executioner todoe his Office, he is turned ouer. 

And ſuch was the vitious lite , anddeſcrucd death 
of this Exccrable Sonne and bloody Villaine Aaw- 
rice : wherein I- muſt confeſie, that although his end} 
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were ſhamefull and ſharpe; yer, it was by farre too 
too milde for the foulcneſle of his crime,in ſo cruelly 
murthering his deere Mother Chriſtina, whom the 
Lawes,both of Nature and Grace commanded hirn to | 
preſerue and cheriſh; Yeaylerall Senaes-and-Daugh- 
rers of all ages and ranckes , whatſocuer-lobke.o 
this bloody and_ difaſterens example -of -his; 


feare ; and feare to commit the like by the fight of 


dome proove fortunate "in rhe on 
the Fit a hep the :x5!t.gE.0 
conſentand giue 
ing one of Myrther wor og 
| ſend to the Earth, will in Gods due 
vengeance on our Heads from HeanemCharitie is the: 
marke of a Chriſtian, and the ſhec'ding of Innocent! 
blood,either that of an 1»fdel,an 41hief,or a: Dewill,( 
O thercforelct ys affeRand ſtrive to hareit in gthers, 
and io ſhallweeche better know/how ta derdband 
to our comforts, and remember to our con- 
ſolations, dire vs O Lord our |; 
God.and ſo we ſhall be - 1 
directed. 
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